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US 101 WIDENING AND HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLE (HOV) LANE 

RIBBON CUTTING 
 

Santa Rosa- The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 
partnership with the Sonoma County Transportation Association and the City of 
Santa Rosa held a ribbon cutting ceremony today celebrating the early 
completion of the US 101 Widening and HOV Lane and Steele Lane Interchange 
Projects. The US 101 Widening and HOV Lane Project began in April of 2006 
with a completion date scheduled for April 30, 2009.  Caltrans will complete 
striping on the High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Lanes through the City of Santa 
Rosa almost 6 months ahead of schedule, with an opening date of Monday, 
November 10, 2008 (weather permitting).   
 
In attendance at today’s ceremony was Bijan Sartipi, Caltrans District 4 Director, 
John Sawyer, Mayor City of Santa Rosa; Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey, 
Assemblymember Noreen Evans; Paul Kelley, Director Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority; Tim Smith, Supervisor Sonoma County; Jake 
Mackenzie, Mayor, City of Rohnert Park and other local elected officials. 
 
Caltrans District 4 Director, Bijan Sartipi said, “The new carpool lane and 
widening that we are celebrating today will reduce travel, decrease congestion 
and improve mobility through the 101 corridor.” 
 
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey said, “Far too often we have heard ahead of 
schedule and this time it is delivered. Thank you for making me proud so I can 
use you as a model across the country.” 
 
With the completion of this project, the US 101 corridor through Santa Rosa will 
have been widened from four to six lanes providing carpool lanes from the US 
101/Highway 12 Interchange to Steele Lane, which carries more than  
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132,000 vehicles daily.  The project also constructed auxiliary lanes through 
central downtown Santa Rosa.  Also included are a number of sound walls and 
retaining walls.  Total construction cost for this project was approximately $111.5 
million. 
 
For more information contact Alicia Sequeira (510) 286-6115. 
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