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OIRECTON OF WASTEWATER
June 8, 1999

Mr. Robert Tally

Team Leader, Program Delivery Team North
Federal Highway Administration

980 Ninth Street, Suite 400

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Tally:
RE:  San Francisco ~ Oakland Bay Bridge (SFOBB) Ease Span Project

This letter is in response to your May 20, 1999 memo, which attached Mayor Willie Brown’s letter 1o
Secretary Slater. East Bay Municipal Utility District’s (EBMUD) position has remained consistent in
the numerous meetings and letters which have transpired regarding this issue. Specifically, EBMUD
does not prefer any alignment of the bridge to another and believes that with the appropriate
mitigation, any of the discussed alternatives could meet our operational requirements. As stated in
our January 25, 1999 letter to Jeffrey Lindley, FHA, EBMUD's specific criteria include:

No impact tc EBMUD operating facilities throughout construction

Variance from RWQCB for permit violations during construction

RWCQB approved contingency plan in case of damage during construction

Pre and post-construction survey to assess for outfajl damage

EBMUD approval of all temporary and permanent construction documents
EBMUD approval of ovtfall protection methods

EBMUD approva! of distance from bridge to outfall for future access

Seismic analysis 10 determine minimum separation distance from outfall to bridge
No costs incurred by EBMUD
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If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact Ben Horenstein, Supervisor of
Wastewater Planning, at (510) 287-1486.

Sincerely,
DAVID R. WILLIAMS

DRW:BHK:mer
File PC82V.AQ]

cc Denis Muiligan, Caltrans District 4
Joan Rummelsburg. Officc of the Maycr, Treasure 1sland Project
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July 7, 1999

Ms. Mara Melandry

Caltrans Environmental Planning
PO Box 23660

Oakland, CA 94623-0660

Dear Ms. Melandry:

Re: Dredged Material Management Plan for San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East
Span Seismic Safety Project (DMMP)

This letter is in response to your June 21, 1999 request for comments on the impact on
wastewater operations and facilities located near the project areas for the San Francisco-Oakland
Bay Bridge East Span Seismic Safety Project (East Span Project) in Oakland, California as
regards dredging.

The Wastewater Department of East Bay Municipal Utility District supports two Bay
Water Quality Monitoring Programs mandated by the Regional Water Quality Control
Board that may be impacted by the East Span Project. As noted in previous correspondence,
the Wastewater Department of East Bay Municipal Utility District has extensive wastewater
facilities in the project area on the eastern end of the proposed project (the Oakland Touchdown
area).

District Water Quality Monitoring Programs

EBMUD supports two water quality monitoring programs mandated by the Regional Water
Quality Control Board in the vicinity of the East Span Project; one for Discharge Compliance
and another for the Regional Monitoring Program for San Francisco Bay.

The Compliance Monitoring Program checks coliform concentrations twice per month as part of
the District's wastewater discharge permit and 1s required for compliance. The Regional
Monitoring Program studies ambient conditions in the Bay three times per year by testing the
water column and the sediments for an array of constituents. The disturbance of the Bay
sediment caused by dredging may release these constituents into the surrounding Bay waters that
would provide inaccurate misleading results during the course of the project.

The District would require a variance from any permit violation associated with dredging
operations, if necessary. At this point, it is unclear as to the extent of dredging impact, if any.
Caltrans would be expected to pay for any costs associated with securing the appropriate
variances, and otherwise mitigating dredging impacts. :
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Dredged Materials

The District does not have any comments on the disposition of the dredged materials that are
moved out of the project area. However, if the sidecasting method of dredging is used as
suggested for the Oakland Touchdown area where the District has facilites, then Caltrans must
take all appropriate precautions to protect the District marine outfall pipeline from damage. The
dismantling dredging limit is very near the outfall in the southeast corner of the dredging zone.
A southern alignment would include extensive dredging in the vicinity of the District outfall.

District Facilities

The proposed construction zone of the East Span Project contains EBMUD's Wastewater
Department Wastewater Outfall, a major underground/marine pipeline conveying treated
wastewater from the Main Wastewater Treatment Plant located at the foot of the Bay Bridge for
discharge in San Francisco Bay in deep water off Yerba Buena Island. The outfall is a critical
facility that operates continuously. In this area there is a 108 inch gravity/force main on land,
and a 96 inch gravity/force main underwater. The Outfall is noted on Figures 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4
of the DMMP.

Regarding these facilities, the District's previous correspondence of June 8, 1999 in which Mr.
Denis Mulligan of Caltrans District 4 is copied, is attached for your information.

Request

The final alignment of the East Span Project has not been selected, so it is difficult to make
detailed comments on specific impacts. The lack of engineering drawings and the large scale of
the figures in the DMMP can only suggest general impacts discussed herein.

The District requests that Caltrans clarify in writing to the Wastewater Department exactly what
work is proposed for this area in more detail, after a final project alignment has been selected for
construction, so that a better assessment of potential impacts can be determined. I can be
contacted at (510) 287-1846. My mailing address is: Bennett K. Horenstein, EBMUD, PO Box
24055, MS 702, Oakland, CA, 94623.

Please provide us a copy of the plans and specifications for our review prior to advertising for
construction.

Sincergly, %
/
. drend L 1,

BENNETT K. HORENSTEIN
Senior Civil Engineer

BKH:HWL:hwl PC82V.A01
W:\Planning\Agency Contact\Caltrans-Itr-063098a1-DMP.doc
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East Bay Municipal Utility District Letter dated 7/7/1999

Comment 1

Comment noted.  Caltrans and the contractor will coordinate construction activities with EBMUD so as to minimize impacts to regional monitoring activities.  EBMUD would be provided a schedule of dredging efforts.  Caltrans would implement a turbidity control program, which may possibly include the use of turbidity curtains.  Caltrans is continuing to investigate the feasibility, maintenance, and effectiveness of turbidity curtains.  Implementation of a turbidity control program could prevent the migration of sediments outside of the project construction zone. 

Due to the potential impacts on project cost and schedule, it is not likely that construction activities would cease for EBMUD monitoring activities.  EBMUD could continue to execute the monitoring and clarify, in citing results that nearby dredging operations may have influenced values.

Comment 2

If permit variances are required as a result of project dredging activities, Caltrans would pay for any costs associated with permitting and for otherwise mitigating dredging impacts.

Comment 3

Sidecasting is discussed as a disposal option, but is not carried forward to the recommended reuse/disposal section of the DMMP.  

Comment 4

Comment noted.  Activities such as dredging near the outfall could pose a risk of damage to the pipeline.  Caltrans and the contractor would develop and implement all appropriate preventive measures to protect the outfall.  To help identify any damage to the outfall due to construction activities, Caltrans would conduct a pre-construction assessment.  The pre-construction assessment would include inspection by divers and sampling of the Bay waters at various points along the outfall to determine ambient water quality levels.  Caltrans would also develop a construction-period monitoring program for protecting the outfall, which would monitor for movement and separation and for damage that could cause premature release of the effluent.  Periodic inspection and water sampling may be required to ensure that the outfall is in proper operating condition.  After construction of the bridge has been completed, a post-construction condition assessment would be performed to ascertain any permanent damage caused by construction.  Caltrans would be responsible for repairing any damage at no cost to EBMUD.

Comment 5

A southern alternative would include extensive dredging in the vicinity of the District outfall.  Due to the increased risk for damage, a more substantial mitigation and monitoring program would be required.  This could result in higher project costs and extended construction schedule due to restrictions on the use of certain construction equipment.

Replacement Alternative N-6 has been identified as the Preferred Alternative.  Please see Section 2.2.6 — Preferred and Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA).

Comment 6

Avoidance and protection of EBMUD facilities has been a priority in the development of the East Span Project.  Caltrans will work with EBMUD to develop mitigation measures and a monitoring program (see response to Comment 4 above) to ensure that the concerns cited by EBMUD in its June 8, 1999 letter are addressed.

Comment 7

Caltrans will contact the Wastewater Department after a project alternative is selected to provide additional details regarding construction activities near EBMUD’s facilities.

Comment 8
Plans and specifications for the skyway contract were sent to EBMUD per its request.  Caltrans will provide EBMUD with other sets of plans and specifications for each of the contracts that would involve construction in the Oakland Touchdown area.  Because the project is divided between several contracts with different schedules, the plans and specifications cannot all be provided simultaneously.
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