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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office

3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 130
Sacramento, California 95821-6340

IN REPLY REFER TO:

PPN 2419

July 7, 1999

District Division Chief

California Department of Transportation
Caltrans District 4,

ATTN: Mara Melandry

111 Grand Ave.

Oakland, California 94623-0660

Subject: Dredged Material Management Plan for the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge

East Span Seismic Safety Project, Caltrans, Alameda County, Qakland,
Califomia

Dear: Mr. Mulligan,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the Dredged Material Management
Plan, dated June 1999, which is a part of the larger San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East Span

Seismic Safety Project. The following comments are intended to assist you in your review of the
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Under provisions of the FWCA, the Service advises the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)
on projects involving dredging and fill activities in "waters of the United States,” and special
aquatic sites, such as those found on the proposed project site. Since the proposed project will
require a Corps permit, pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act or Section 404 of

the Clean Water Act (CWA), the Service may provide comments to the Corps under FWCA
authority.

During the past several years, the Service has provided numerous comments through the
Department of the Interior to the Corps on individual permits issued pursuant to CWA to dredge
and dispose of spoils at SF-11. Through these communications, the Corps has been notified that
past dredge disposal actions at SF-11, have occurred over submerged lands under National Park
Service (NPS) management. This is in part due to an overlap of up to 450 feet between the
designated disposal site and the submerged lands surrounding Alcatraz Island which are leased
by the NPS. Observations by ranger staff at Golden Gate National Recreation Area (GGNRA)
have documented numerous occurrences of dredge disposal barges within 25-300 yards of
Alcatraz Island. In addition, the disposal of dredged materials at the Alcatraz disposal site has
the potential to affect resources over a broad area. including important aquatic and terrestrial
resources in the GGNRA. As aresult, the NPS and the Service have generally taken a position
recommending the disposal of dredge materials at an open ocean or upland site rather than at
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when appropriate, and support the Long Term Management Strategy (LTMS) program in
continuing its evaluation of non-aquatic reuse projects.

However, based on Service and NPS review of the proposed, the Dredged Material Management
Plan, the limited amount and scope of material proposed for disposal at SF-11, and the public’s
need for the project, neither the Service nor NPS object to dredged material being disposed of at
SF-11 in accordance with Option A, provided that the total volume of dredged sediment does not
exceed a total discharge of 47,711 m® (62,400 cy) or 1,500 m® (2,000 cy) per month. Dredge
material in excess of projected amounts should be disposed of at the Hamilton disposal site if
available, or at the San Francisco Deep Ocean Disposal Site. Should the Hamilton disposal site

not be available for dredge disposal/reuse, the Service recommends that Caltrans proceed in
accordance with Options B or C.

The Service in consultation with NPS recommends that Caltrans provide an onboard observer for
each barge disposing of material at SF-11. The observer should be equipped with a Geographic
Positioning System (GPS) and a detailed map of SF-11, 10 ensure that dredge material is
discharged within the boundaries of SF-11 and not over submerged lands under NPS

management. The location and amount of discharge should be plotted and provided to the Corps,
Service, and NPS on a monthly basis.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this report. If you have any further questions
regarding these comments, please contact Mark Littlefield (Wetlands Branch) at (916) 979-2113.
For comments or questions concerning the NPS please contact Darren Fong at (415) 331-8716.

Sinocerely,

Dot g
ﬁ Wayne S. White

Field Supervisor

cc:  PARD (ES)-Portland, OR
NPS, San Francisco, CA (Attn. Darren Fong)
EPA, San Francisco, CA
CORPS, San Francisco, CA
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United States Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service Letter dated 7/7/1999

Comment 1
The recommendation to dispose dredged materials at an open ocean or upland site rather than at SF-11 has been noted.  Caltrans proposes to beneficially reuse a majority of the material at an upland wetland site, assuming availability and cost-effectiveness.  The DMMP also includes, among the disposal options evaluated, disposal at a permitted ocean disposal site (SF-DODS) in a manner consistent with the Long-Term Management Strategy (LTMS) approach toward ocean disposal use.  

The amount of material that would be disposed at the Alcatraz site (SF-11) would be small.  Materials disposed at the Alcatraz site would be generated on a monthly basis during pier construction.  This would amount to a maximum of approximately 460 cubic meters (600 cubic yards) per month, less than one full barge trip per month.  This amount is below the monthly amount allowed at the SF-11 site by the LTMS.  This is consistent with the LTMS, which proposes to substantially reduce but not eliminate the use of SF-11 for dredged material disposal.

Comment 2

The recommendation to beneficially reuse dredged material and to support the Long-Term Management Strategy program is noted.  Beneficial upland reuse is one of the goals of the LTMS considered by the DMMP.  The determination of what reuse/disposal site would be used needs to take into account a number of decision-making criteria, including site availability, project schedule, consistency with the LTMS, permitting requirements, environmental impacts, and costs. 
Comment 3

Both agencies’ agreement is noted, according to the stated terms.

Comment 4

This recommendation is noted.  Caltrans is evaluating the practicability of reuse/disposal options given the likelihood that upland wetland restoration sites may not be ready to accept materials when dredging for the construction access channel begins.  Caltrans may beneficially reuse materials at landfill sites as daily cover or dispose of materials at the deep ocean disposal site.  Caltrans also plans on beneficially reusing some dredged material, approximately 32,000 cubic meters (42,000 cubic yards) to restore up to 0.7 hectare (1.7 acres) of the barge access channel for eelgrass habitat.
Comment 5

Caltrans agrees to adopt these recommendations and include them in project specifications.
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