Volume II:  Section 1 ( DEIS Comments and Responses

Jim Stallman Comment Sheet #2 from San Francisco Public Hearing


[image: image1.png]Comments on Draft EIS ——

| . <
NamE:i-_‘!’”“ Gl s Vresifed é‘\-\&\\[«“e b. o Coa it EAS T SPA
Address:w_________ SHISKICSAFETY -
City:_(ummta  State: e Zip:35¢!%

£-l£’ S :'A 5\“&1 ,’.\c-(é s c(’ S

C/)/’/(;!)u n“é@ (‘u\[.*

; e
2 /|/(d 5e
b[ f‘ P CL\//‘ l é\.M\ "I“ Sf\\l\ F)'AL\ (SR

1/ fym)(, See 1{¢ *f[g, éc._(e q@t(:'ij} R ((;M(@_Cj\ . 'YLLQ

[’(‘e‘;{’ct AN CAES
p/e&gc, ‘ Lot "fo

[\I\V\ ‘JFUV‘V\:/J\'S Ah[‘,& e // éoke; L\Aé\l /l A'R-—-\,

I os 2357 - 919

Please place comments in the box available at this public hearing or mail or e-mail comments on the Draft
EIS by November 9, 1998 to the following:

Mail:  Mara Melandry, Environmental Manager E-mail: sfobb.dist04@dot.ca.gov
Caltrans - SFOBB
P.O. Box 23660
Oakland, CA 94623-0660
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Jim Stallman Comment Sheet #2 from San Francisco Public Hearing

Comment 1

The replacement alternatives include a bicycle/pedestrian path on the south side of the eastbound structure of the new bridge.  The Retrofit Existing Structure Alternative does not include a bicycle/pedestrian path.  It is Caltrans’ intention to open a replacement East Span to non-vehicular and vehicular traffic simultaneously.  The westbound traffic lanes would open first followed by the eastbound traffic lanes and path at the same time.  Planning for the Oakland Touchdown area Gateway Park would include consideration of a Bay Trail extension to link with a replacement alternative’s bicycle/pedestrian path.  Because the Gateway Park construction cannot be completed until replacement alternative roadway detours are removed and construction areas on the southern side of the new structure are vacated, exact timing of the Bay Trail extension implementation is not known.

Comment 2

Design of the bicycle/pedestrian path has been a cooperative process among Caltrans, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, and members of the Bay Bridge Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  It would meet all bicycle facility standards, however there are no practical means of attenuating noise.

Comment 3

Project alternatives have been assessed for potential to accommodate planned and proposed pathway connections.  Caltrans and MTC are currently preparing a feasibility study for a bicycle/pedestrian path on the West Span and a connection around YBI to a path on a replacement East Span.  The study is expected to be completed by May 2001.  The path on the East Span would be able to accommodate connections to a possible West Span path.  The Bay Trail would connect with the East Span structure from West Oakland along a bikeway adjacent to I-80 to be provided by Caltrans under the requirements of BCDC Permit 11-93.

Comment 4

Senate Bill 60 allowed MTC to extend the period of toll surcharges on the seven Bay Area State-owned bridges to allow for the cost of certain amenities, including a bicycle/pedestrian path on the East Span.  Assembly Bill 2038 amended Senate Bill 60 to also allow for toll surcharges to be used for a path on the West Span.  So far, MTC has only approved funds for an East Span path.  MTC (acting as the Bay Area Toll Authority [BATA]) on June 24, 1998, approved BATA Resolution No. 10, which included extending the one dollar toll surcharge for 5.5 months to fund a bicycle/pedestrian path on a replacement bridge.

Comment 5

Although a study to determine the feasibility of extending the replacement alternatives' bicycle/pedestrian path is not complete (please see response to Comment 3 above), previous conceptual studies by Caltrans presented to the Task Force anticipated that a path or bike lane connection on YBI would be routed around the tunnel to reach the SFOBB West Viaduct.  The path would not preclude any connection options to a future path on the West Span.  Extension of a bicycle/pedestrian path beyond the East Span terminus at YBI would be addressed as a separate project with its own environmental compliance process if MTC approves the expenditure of toll funds for such a facility.

The implementation of the Bay Trail extension westward to the end of the Oakland Touchdown area is a condition of BCDC Permit 11-93 for the I-880/Cypress Freeway Replacement Project and would be implemented pursuant to the conditions of that permit.  The design of the bicycle/pedestrian path for any replacement alternative would accommodate connection to the Bay Trail extension.  

Comment 6

For all replacement alternatives, permanent lighting would be integrated in railings along both sides of the path with additional lighting at all belvederes.

There would be five belvederes on the skyway 12 meters (39 feet) long by 1.2 meters (4 feet) wide and one or two belvederes on the main span measuring 20 meters (66 feet) long by 1.2 meters (4 feet) wide.  The belvederes can be used as rest or viewing areas and as turnarounds.  Call boxes would be located at the belvederes and every 160 meters (525 feet) between the belvederes on the southern rail of the path.
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