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*  Page 3-20, fifth item under Planned Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities: The Bay Trail is described as a
“continuous recreational corridor.” This should be changed to “a continuous transportation and
recreational corridor.” Also, we ask that the sentence “The Bay Trail is only partially complete” be
rewritten as “T'o date, slightly more than half the length of the proposed Bay Trail system has been
completed” in order to provide a quantitative description of the Bay Trail's progress.

*  Page 4-24, under Access at Oakland Touchdown Area: The sentence “t is likely that a future Bay Trail
extension would connect with the East Span structure” should be rewritten to better reflect not only the
high priority placed by the Bay Trail Project on the completion of this critical connection to East Bay cities
but also the responsibility of Caltrans to comply with the requirements imposed by the BCDC on its
permit for the 1-880/Cypress Freeway Replacement Project. We suggest “The Bay Trail will connect with
the East Span structure from West Oakland along a bikeway adjacent to 1-80 to be provided by Caltrans.”

*  Figures 3-7 and 6-3: These maps should be revised 1o include additional existing and proposed Bay Trail
segments and other bikeways as well as sections that will be complete by the time the new East Span opens
in 2003. We are providing this information on marked up copies of the two maps, which are enclosed,

We are excited about implementation of the Bay Trail on the East Span of the SFOBB, and we look forward to
working with Caltrans on providing bicycle and pedestrian access on the West Span of the bridge as well. The
Bay Trail is 2 unique regional resource that provides residents and visitors of the Bay Area with increased access
to the waterfront, inexpensive recreation and exercise opportunities and greater transportation options. Please
call me at (510) 464-7915 if you have any questions about our comments or if you need additional information
about the Bay Trail.

Sincerely,
‘
—
Niko Letunic
Bay Trail Planner
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Bay Trail Project Letter dated 11/23/1998

Comment 1

Importance and value of including the bicycle/pedestrian path in the replacement alternatives is noted.

Comment 2

Caltrans is coordinating the implementation of the Bay Trail extension with related projects including the East Span Project and the planning being led by the EBRPD to develop a Gateway Park at the Oakland Touchdown.  Integration of the Bay Trail extension into the Gateway Master Plan, which is yet to be developed, and use of the Oakland Touchdown area for construction staging for the project would result in a delay in implementing the Bay Trail extension.  Caltrans has already secured a permit amendment from BCDC to delay implementation and, if required, Caltrans would secure another amendment to delay construction of the extension.  Caltrans is committed to fulfilling the permit conditions.

Comment 3

The edits requested have been made.

Comment 4

The sentence has been replaced with the one suggested.

Comment 5

The figures have been revised accordingly.  It should be noted that Figure 6-3 is now Figure 6-20 in Appendix A.
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November 23, 1998

Mara Melandry

SFOBB Environmental Manager

Caltrans District 4

P.O. Box 23660

Oakland, CA 946230660

Subject: San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East Span Seismic Safety Project; Draft

Environmental Impact Statement/Statutory Exemption -

Dear Ms. Melandry:

I am writing to submit comments by the staff of the Saa Prancisco Bay Trail Project on the Draft :
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Statutory Exemption for the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge .-
(SFOBB) East Span Seismic Safety Project, dated September 24, 1998, The Bay Trail Project is a nonprofit
organization administered by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) that coordinates
implementation of the San Francisco Bay Trail. When complete, the Bay Trail will be a continuous 400-mile

- metwork of bicycling and hiking paths that will circle—and cross—San Francisco and San Pablo bays. It will link
the shoreline of all nine Bay Area counties, passing through every bay-side city, and will cross seven of the-eight
toll bridges in the region, including the SFOBB.

We are very pleased that all replacement alternatives for the East Span of the SFOBB include a bicycle and
pedestrian path 1o accommodate non-motorized traffic (which is currently prohibited from using the bridge).
This facility will serve as an attractive transportation option for residents and visitors of San Francisco and the
East Bay, and will provide valuable recreation, exercise and sightseeing opportunities. Please aleo consider the
following additional comments from Bay Trail Project staff on the Draft EIS/Statutory Exemption;

*  Page 3-20, fourth item under Planned Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities: Please provide additional information
on Caltrans’s progress to date and plans for the proposed bikeway to be located adjacent to eastbound I-80.
Detailed information should be included about jts alignment, endpoints and, especially, its connection o
the Bay Trail alignment in Oakland. This bikeway was required in 2 permit by the Bay Conservation and
Devclopment Commission (BCDC) to Caltrans for the I-880/Cypress Freeway Replacement Project. We
are not aware of any progress on planning of the facility, despite the fact that construction of the freeway is

essentially complete.
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