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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

1660 MISSION STREET, 5TH FLOOR, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 84103-2414
TEL. (415) 558-6345 » FAX. {415) 558-6409

November 9, 1998

Ms. Hillary E. Gitelman
Environmental Review Officer

San Francisco Planning Department
1660 Mission Street, Fifth Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103-2414

RE: Comments on S8an Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East S8pan
Seismic safety Project Draft EIS

Dear Ms. Gitelman:

These comments on the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East Span
Seismic Safety Project Draft EIS are presented on behalf of the
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board ("Landmarks
Board"), which addressed this matter in its hearing on November
4, 1998.- We understand from our briefing by Planning Department
staff that you will incorporate these comments into a
consolidated set of comments of the City and County of San
Francisco on the Draft EIS. We appreciate this opportunity to
review and comment on this document for such an important public
works project with regional significance as well specific
importance to the City and County of San Francisco.

1. Historic Architectural Resources.

We acknowledge and appreciate the attention given to
the historic architectural resources located on Yerba Buena
Island within the APE described on pages 3-84 through 3-87 of the
DEIS and concur with the authors and the SHPO that the resources
identified as not yet listed are eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.

2. Adverse Effects on Historic Architectural Buildings.

In considering the issue of adverse effects on historic
architectural resources under the alignment alternatives, the
DEIS should give more attention to the fact that with the
anticipated turn-over of Yerba Buena Island and Treasure Island
to civilian control, the historic buildings on Yerba Buena Island
will be available for adaptive re-use and also become more
accessible to the public for viewing. The relative closeness of
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the Bridge right-of-way to the historic resources which remain
after the new Bridge construction under the various alignment
alternatives can affect the severity of noise and atmospheric
impacts and visual distraction for the users and visitors to the
historic buildings as well as for the public at large coming to
Yerba Buena Island. Specific concerns were expressed about
adverse impacts on Building 262, especially if the building would
be sacrificed through demolition as part of the project when the
right-of-way alignment is finalized.

3. Mitigation Measures.

We note on pages 4-85 through 4-87 that mitigation
measures will be stipulated in a Memorandum of Agreement and that
local governments and historic preservation organizations will
have opportunities to participate in the development of
mitigation measures. While our Landmarks Board last year was
given an early opportunity to participate in the Section 106
review process for this project, we note from Pages 4-86 and 4-87
that there have been more recent consultations with the Oakland
Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board and its staff, and we have
been alerted by calls from the Oakland Landmarks Preservation
Advisory Board that our San Francisco Landmarks Board should be
more involved in reviewing more recent developments. This letter
is notice that the San Francisco Landmarks Board is interested in
participating in the finalization of mitigation measures for
predicted adverse impacts on historic architectural buildings.

4. Alternatives.

In our hearing on November 4, 1998, the Landmarks Board
expressed consensus support for a recommendation that the EIS
process analyze the environmental implications of another
alignment alternative which was described in the San Francisco
Chronicle on November 2, 1998 as a southern alignment designed by
Korve Engineering. A copy of the article, including graphic
illustrations of the proposed southern alignment compared to the
northern alignment plan, is attached. Such a southern alignment
would move the new Bridge right-of-way away from the historic
buildings on Yerba Buena Island and thus promote and enhance
preservation of these historic resources through adaptive re-use.
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