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November 25, 1998 F/SW022:DWC

Mr. Harry Yahata

District Director

California Department of Transportation
Box 23660

Oakland, CA 94623-0660

Dear Mr. Yahata:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the administrative draft of the
Environmental Impact Statement/Statutory Exemption for the SF-Oak Bay Bridge East Span
Seismic Safety Project.

Please note in Chapter 3: Affected Environment, page 3-83, the California Central Valley
Steelhead ESU is now an ESA listed species. On March 19, 1998 [63 FR 13347] the Central
Velley Steelhead ESU was listed as threatened. In reviewing the document the NMES
recommendation is for replacement alternative S-4. The reason for this is that alternative of S-4
would avoid impacting the eelgrass beds on the northside of the Oakland touchdown area.

In reviewing table S-3 I found the summary of impacts and mitigations in the Construction
Period Natural Resources Category to be very limited. However, Inoticed that this section was
improved upon in the web page version of the draft report. On the whole, I concur with your
imitigation commitments in the web page version, buf recommend that the following cormitinent
ve added: '
To the extent possible shaliow water dredging operations, (depths < than 20 ft), will cecir
between the months of June - November.
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guestions regarding steelhead, eelgrass, or estuarine habitat 1ssues. please contact Mr. DaniCh
of my staff at (707) 575-6077. For questions regarding marine mammals, please contact Ms;
Irma Lagomarsino at (562) 980-4016. S

Sincerely,

e 5:3
{ﬁm?ﬁ;m; 5 LT,
Aim Bybee
N orthg,rn California
Program Muanager

cer Irma Lagomarsine F/ISWR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration






1

2
3
4
National Marine Fisheries Service Letter dated 11/25/1998

Comment 1

Section 3.9.6 ( Special Status Species has been revised to reflect the current status of the California Central Valley Steelhead Evolutionary Significant Unit (ESU) as a threatened species.

Comment 2

Preference for Replacement Alternative S-4 is noted.  Replacement Alternative N-6 has been identified as the Preferred Alternative for the reasons outlined in Section 2.2.6 ( Preferred and Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative of this EIS.  Construction of a barge dock under any replacement alternative would displace 0.01  hectare (0.03 acre) of eelgrass in Clipper Cove on YBI.  Dredging activities under the northern alternatives may result in the permanent loss of 0.21 hectare (0.52 acre) of eelgrass near the Oakland Touchdown.  This impact would be to a small portion of a relatively large eelgrass bed.  While Replacement Alternative S-4 would not permanently impact eelgrass on the Oakland Touchdown, it would result in the loss of 0.15 hectare (0.37 acre) of eelgrass near YBI, resulting in a loss of an entire small eelgrass bed.  This would be in addition to the 0.01 hectare (0.03 acre) of eelgrass displaced in Clipper Cove by construction of a barge dock.  In addition, eelgrass in the immediate vicinity of dredging operations that is not physically removed may be adversely impacted by turbidity and sedimentation.  An expanded eelgrass mitigation discussion can be found in Section 4.9.6 ( Natural Resources Mitigation.

Comment 3

Comment noted.  The FEIS Summary Table includes information that is similar to the information presented in the Summary Table in the web page version of the DEIS.

Comment 4

Section 4.14.8 ( Natural Resources includes a commitment, if feasible, to minimize shallow water dredging activities between January 1 and May 31.  Therefore, the majority of such operations could occur between June and December.  It is not currently known if construction sequencing would allow for all dredging work to be limited to this work window.
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