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Dear Mr. Mulligan:

I want to thank you and the members of your staff at CALTRANS for keeping my staff involved and well
informed as regards to the design of the new span of the Oakland Bay bridge. Your inclusive approach
certainly speaks well of CALTRANS and I'm sure that it will help make this challenging project a
positive experience for the citizens of the Bay Area.

As the office in charge of engineering and maintenance for the Coast Guard’s Pacific Area, it is my
responsibility to ensure the safety and adequacy of all Coast Guard operating facilities. In that capacity, I
am writing to you to convey the Coast Guard’s support for the northern alignment of the new span of the
San Francisco — Oakland Bay Bridge. We have been presented with the alternative scenarios for this new
eastern span and feel that the northern alignment will best meet the needs of the citizens of the Bay Area,
while offering the fewest permanent impacts on the critical Coast Guard operations we conduct from our
Yerba Buena Island (YBI) facility. The construction scenarios for a southern alignment of this span are
not compatible with our operations and will not be supported by the Coast Guard.

Aside from being the location of several search and rescue craft and larger multi-purpose vessels, our
Group San Francisco command on YBI controls operations and communications throughout the Bay Area
with responsibilities extending as far south as Monterey. The Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service center
on the Island is essential to the safe passage of large, ocean going ships and is a critical factor in the’,
protection of the Bay’s marine environment. In addition, our facilities include a significant industrial
function which has responsibility for maintenance and repair of Coast Guard boats and aids to navigation.
Any construction scenario which impacts the delivery of supplies or fuel, which constrains our ability to
conduct missions from the base, which limits convenient access by Coast Guard employees or which
materially affects Coast Guard personnel who live on YBI will be of significant interest to us.

I am cager to continue to work with your organization and with the California Department of
Transportation to support the construction of this significant structure. My primary point of contact will
be Captain Robert Lachowsky of my Civil Engineering Division who may be reached at (510) 437-3512.
Pleasc feel free to call Captain Lachowsky at any time.

Sincerely,

{
%Lé/kw—_
JOHN L.PARKER

Rear Admiral, U.S, Coast Guard
Commander, Maintenance &
Logistics Command Pacific
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