Note to Carl: For this page, I was hoping we could put the questions at the beginning of the page and then create a way for a user to jump to the answers at the bottom of the page by clicking on each question. In addition, users could also scroll down through the page to read all the questions and answers. Can we set this page up that way?

Also, please note the green highlight at the end of the document which requires a link to the comment form page.

Thanks,

- Melissa

Frequently Asked Questions PAGE

The Project

· Where is the project located?

· What is the purpose of the project?

· In the Alameda County portion of the project, what is the construction schedule and when will construction begin?

· In the Contra Costa County portion of the project, what is the construction schedule and when will construction begin? 

· What are the approximate hours of construction?

· What is the construction method?

· Will the road median be impacted during construction? Are there any other plans for landscaping when the project is complete? 

Coordination

· What is the role of the cities of Oakland, Emeryville, Berkeley, El Cerrito, and Richmond and other local agencies on this project?

· Have you identified any special user groups that will need special consi
deration during construction? 

What To Expect During Construction

· Will traffic detours be in place on San Pablo Avenue? What is Caltrans doing to reduce traffic delays? 

· Will emergency vehicles be rerouted around the construction on San Pablo Avenue?

· Will parking be affected during the construction work on San Pablo Avenue?

· Will bus stops be open during construction? 

· Are there plans to minimize the noise and dust from construction?
· Will construction affect bicycle riders who use San Pablo Avenue?

· What is the plan for rerouting for traffic detours? Will large trucks be driving on my street?
· Where will construction equipment be stored at night and during the day? 

Project Information and Public Input

· Is community outreach planned to provide information about construction activities?

· Who do I call to make a comment or get more information?

______________________________________________________________________

ANSWERS:

The Project

Where is the project located?
· The project area is San Pablo Avenue from 35th Street in Oakland through Emeryville, Berkeley, Albany and El Cerrito to I-80 at Cutting Boulevard at the Richmond city limit. The project is divided by county with a separate contractor for Alameda County and Contra Costa County.
What is the purpose of the project?

· Caltrans has identified San Pablo Avenue as an important corridor in need of roadway repair and other maintenance improvements. In general, the San Pablo Avenue Roadway Rehabilitation Project will include: removal of the existing pavement (grinding), placement of new asphalt pavement, reconstruction of driveways at some locations to meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, repairs to sidewalks, curb ramps, and curb and gutter drainage systems, improved signage and signal and lighting standards, and improved ADA access and bus stop foundations. 
In the Alameda County portion of the project, what is the construction schedule and when will construction begin?

· In Alameda County, work will first occur on the driveways, sidewalks and signals starting at 35th Street on the east side of San Pablo Avenue and progressing north three blocks at a time, ending at the Alameda County Line. At some point, crews will begin working on the west side of San Pablo Avenue progressing south. This work is expected to begin in January 2005 and continue through Spring 2005. Pavement removal (grinding) and paving work on the roadway is expected to begin in Spring 2005. The entire project is expected to take approximately one year, weather permitting.

In the Contra Costa County portion of the project, what is the construction schedule and when will construction begin? 

· In Contra Costa County, work will first occur on the driveways, sidewalks and signals. This work is expected to begin in Spring 2005. Pavement removal (grinding) and paving work on the roadway is expected to begin in Spring 2005 and continue through Summer 2006. 

What are the approximate hours of construction?

· For the sidewalk and driveway work, construction hours are generally 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

· For the roadway work or if the sidewalk/driveway work involves a traffic lane closure, construction hours are 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Weekend construction and nighttime work may occur. Nightime work requiring a traffic lane closure will not occur during the peak evening commute hours

· In general, nighttime construction will be allowed, but night pavement grinding operations will only be allowed at some major intersections that cannot be closed during the day because of traffic delays. Some nighttime paving operations will be necessary.

What is the construction method?

· The roadway rehabilitation work will involve grinding out the existing pavement, replacing it with new asphalt paving, and then re-striping it. Some damaged sidewalk areas will be repaired and some driveways will be reconstructed for improved accessibility (ADA).

Will the road median be impacted during construction? Are there any other plans for landscaping when the project is complete? 

· Construction activity will include paving the roadway up to the existing median.  The work will not affect the median and changes to the median and landscaping are not included in the project. 

Coordination

What is the role of the cities of Oakland, Emeryville, Berkeley, El Cerrito, and Richmond and other local agencies on this project?
· Caltrans has coordinated with the Cities and Counties throughout the planning and design of the rehabilitation projects to receive their input on the project. Caltrans has also met with key transit agencies to address their concerns. Communication with these agencies will be ongoing throughout the project.
Have you identified any special user groups that will need special consi
deration during construction? 

· Caltrans has conducted pre-construction meetings to identify special community issues along San Pablo Avenue. For example, the construction team is aware of and will address the needs of the Orientation Center for the Blind and the Living Skills Center in Albany as well as the needs of school-age pedestrians attending schools near the San Pablo Avenue Corridor.

What To Expect During Construction

Will traffic detours be in place on San Pablo Avenue? What is Caltrans doing to reduce traffic delays? 

· Some level of traffic delay will be unavoidable during construction. Traffic on San Pablo Avenue may be reduced to one lane of through traffic in each direction during construction hours for the roadway work. When work is occurring at major intersections, traffic may be rerouted onto other major streets. Detour signs will be in place directing traffic through the detour. To minimize traffic delays, construction is not expected to occur during commute hours; the roadway will be open to traffic at that time. Traffic will not be affected during the sidewalk and driveway construction work.
Will emergency vehicles be rerouted around the construction on San Pablo Avenue?

· Caltrans is working closely with local emergency services to ensure their response times are not compromised. Emergency service centers will have the latest construction schedules and traffic plans so they can identify the best travel routes. 
Will parking be affected during the construction work on San Pablo Avenue?

· Parking will be restricted in construction zones during construction hours. Caltrans will notify affected residents and merchants in advance as construction progresses.
Will bus stops be open during construction? 

· During construction in a given area, AC Transit bus stops may need to be relocated temporarily. Signs will be posted to direct riders to the temporary bus stop locations when necessary.

Are there plans to minimize the noise and dust from construction?

· To minimize noise, construction equipment will be muffled to reduce noise. Periodically, roadways will be watered and swept to reduce dust. The majority of the grinding operations will be allowed only during the day. 

Will construction affect bicycle riders who use San Pablo Avenue?

· When the roadway is reduced to one lane of traffic in each direction, bicyclists will be detoured like other vehicles. Bicyclists may want to use a different route during the grinding portion of construction. At times during the grinding activities, there will be approximately a 2-inch vertical difference between the ground-out section of the road and the adjacent existing portion of the road, which may make bicycling more difficult. Bicyclists may elect to use other bicycle routes in the area during construction. When construction is complete, the new pavement should improve rideability for bicyclists.

What is the plan for rerouting for traffic detours? Will large trucks be driving on my street?

· When detours are in place, traffic will be rerouted to major thoroughfares wherever possible.

Where will construction equipment be stored at night and during the day? 

· All equipment will be stored off-site. The project has a project appearance specification to ensure the area is kept as reasonably clean as possible.
Project Information and Public Input

Is community outreach planned to provide information about construction activities?

· Caltrans is making every effort to keep the community informed and to minimize inconvenience to the surrounding neighbors, businesses and commuters during construction. A project information line (510-286-1313) and a Web site (www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/sanpabloave) have been established for community members to receive updated information, ask questions and to provide comments. In addition, periodic briefings and construction notices are planned to keep area residents and organizations informed during construction.

Who do I call to make a comment or get more information?

· If you wish to provide a comment, receive information or join the mailing list, please call (510) 286-1313 or click here to email your comment.

�Unless these items are identified in the Mitigation Plan they are not mitigation measures, I would stay away from it unless you see it in writing.


�Unless these items are identified in the Mitigation Plan they are not mitigation measures, I would stay away from it unless you see it in writing.
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