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Description

Ramp metering is the use of traffic signals at freeway
on-ramps to control the rate of vehicles entering the
freeway, temporarily storing it on the ramps. Using
this technique for operational improvements helps to
optimize freeway flow and minimize congestion.

Ramp metering is used to manage entries so that
the freeway can be regulated during peak periods of
congestion, AM and PM commuter hours. Ramp
metering has been a proven operations strategy for
improving overall freeway corridor performance and
IS not meant to work by itself or just in one location of
a corridor.

How does ramp metering

work?

Ramp meters begin operation during peak commute
hours. Once activated the metering lights remain solid
green until the freeway becomes congested. A series
of loop detectors installed along the I-80 Corridor
senses vehicle speeds and congestion which
determines when the metering lights should cycle red.

Ramp-Metering Hardware
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Ramp Meter Implementation

Ramp metering along the 1-80 corridor in
Solano County is being implemented in
three (3) stages:

Stage 1: Eastbound I-80 PM Peak

On February 18, 2014, Caltrans activated ramp
meters on |-80 as part of Stage 1 in the east
bound direction in the City of Fairfield between
Red Top Road and North Texas.

Stage 2: East and Westbound 1-80
AM/PM Peak
Ramp meter Stage 2 will be implemented in
two phases with the first phase starting on
September 28t at eastbound ramps and
the second phase on October 4t at
westbound ramps. Stage 2 includes
metering lights on I-80 between Redwood
Street in the City of Vallejo and I-505 in the
City of Vacaville.

Operation Hours:

Eastbound

Monday to Friday: 12PM to 8PM

Westbound

Monday to Friday: 5AM to 10AM

Sunday: 12PM to 6PM

Stage 3: Remaining segments of |-80
Ramp meters north of I-505 and south of
Redwood Street will be installed and activated
as future funding is identified.

Additional Information

For more information, please contact
Caltrans District 4 at (510) 286-4531
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