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Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT INFORMATION 
 

Introduction 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to construct multiple spot safety 

improvements at specific site locations along the State Route 84 (SR-84) corridor between State Route 238 

(SR-238) (Mission Boulevard) and the SR-84/Interstate 680 (I-680) separation. Collisions through the Niles 

Canyon corridor are an ongoing concern; from January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2011, a total of 83 

accidents, including 41 injury accidents and one fatality, were reported within these project limits on SR-

84. The accidents involved hitting objects, broadside, rear end, overturns, and other types of vehicular 

accidents. The purpose of the project is to improve safety on SR-84 by reducing the number of collisions 

through the implementation of various features.  

 

Project Description 
The alternative developed to meet the purpose and need of the project is the Build Alternative. The No-

Build Alternative is also considered; under the No-Build Alternative, no changes would be made to SR-84 

under this project; therefore, no construction activities would occur and there would be no change in the 

operations of the existing facility. The Niles Canyon Safety Improvements Project consists of multiple spot 

safety improvements and are identified in further detail below. 

 

Installation and Replacement of Traffic Signs 

As part of the proposed safety improvements on the Niles Canyon corridor, new roadway traffic signs 

would be installed and some existing signs would be replaced. 

 

Stonybrook Box Culvert Removal with Clear Span Bridge Replacement 

The proposed project would remove the existing reinforced box culvert that drains Stonybrook Creek into 

Alameda Creek and provide a clear span bridge over Stonybrook Creek. The channel profile and substrate 

would be restored to conditions similar to upstream and downstream conditions.  

 

Low-speed Curve Improvement 

A sharp curve (300-feet radius / 53 degree central angle), with non-standard lane widths and shoulders, is 

located approximately half a mile east of the Alameda Creek Bridge (Bridge #33-0036). The total length of 

the curve is approximately 500 feet. Caltrans proposes to reconstruct the curve and create an eight-foot 

shoulder at this location. Reconstruction of the curve would involve rock cuts and the installation of 

retaining walls.  

 

Fixed Object Removal and Relocation 

Trees and utility poles within eight feet of the edge-of-travel-way throughout the project area would be 

removed. Based on preliminary estimates, approximately 35 trees would be removed and 17 utility poles 

would be relocated.  

 

Install K-rail 

The existing K-rail that is located at the edge-of-travel-way on the upslope hill face that is west of the 

Rosewarnes railroad crossing would be replaced with K-rail that meets current standards.  
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Install Rock Drapery System 

A rock drapery system would be installed in the western portion of Niles Canyon. A 250-foot long cable 

net drapery would be anchored to the top of the slope (approximately 40 feet high), and rocks would 

fall/work their way down into an existing catchment ditch to be cleared out by Caltrans maintenance crews. 

 

Install Dynamic Rock Fall Fence 

A dynamic rock fall fence would also be installed in the western portion of Niles Canyon. This dynamic 

rock fall fence would be approximately eight-feet tall and 400-feet long. Rocks falling from the slope would 

be “caught” in the 400-foot-long fence, extending eight feet from the slope, and angled perpendicular to the 

slop so that no rocks fall onto SR-84.  

 

Limited Shoulder Widening 

The following sections of road shoulder would be widened to accommodate an eight-foot shoulder with a 

safety edge on the current travel lane: 

 Sims Park/Quarry Road for a length of approximately 640 feet 

 West side of Silver Springs for a length of approximately 2,330 feet 

 Paloma Way for a length of approximately 3,000 feet 

 

Widening and Barrier Replacements on Alameda Creek Bridge and Overhead (Bridge #33-0039) 

Caltrans proposes to remove the curb and replace the barrier railing on the Alameda Creek Bridge and 

Overhead (Bridge #33-0039). The preferred option is to replace the existing tubular steel type barrier with 

Type SR-20S (a see-thru metal barrier). Bicyclist warning signs would be installed on both sides of the 

Alameda Creek Bridge and Overhead (Bridge #33-0039).  

 

Install and Replace Metal Beam Guard Railing with Midwest Guardrail System 

Approximately 9,500 linear feet of existing Metal Beam Guard Railing along SR-84 in both directions 

would be replaced with Midwest Guard Rail System and approximately 3,000 feet of new Midwest Guard 

Rail System would be installed along the Paloma Way widening on the edge of shoulder. 

 

Remove Sidewalk and Construct Safety Shape at Silver Springs Undercrossing 

Caltrans proposes to remove sidewalks and construct a safety shape at the Silver Springs undercrossing. 

The existing four-foot-wide sidewalks on the east-bound direction and on the westbound direction would 

be removed to create space for a shoulder that would be wide enough for bicycle use. Shoulders would be 

put in on both sides of the roadway for a total of 2,200 feet in length (each shoulder would be approximately 

1,100 feet long). 

 

Signalization at Pleasanton-Sunol Road/State Route 84 Intersection 

Caltrans proposes to signalize the intersection of Pleasanton-Sunol Road and SR-84, which is currently a 

four-way stop. Proposed improvements include providing a right-turn pocket on Pleasanton-Sunol Road, 

the installation of traffic light signals at the intersection of SR-84 and Plesanton-Sunol Road, and the 

installation of light signals at the intersection of Main Street and SR-84.  

 

Installation of Active Warning Systems 

Push-button-activated flashing beacons would be installed so that cyclists can use to signal their presence 

on roadway structures to motorists.  

 

Installation of Speed Feedback Signs 

The project would install solar powered speed-feedback signs and conventionally powered speed-feedback 

signs throughout the project limits.  
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Installation of Dynamic Active Warning Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) 

Two ITSs would be installed as part of this project: at the approach to the Silver Springs undercrossing, the 

ITS would signal when traffic, which may not be visible to approaching motorists, has backed up within 

the undercrossing and at the Palomares intersection, the ITS would signal to motorists on the mainline that 

vehicles on Palomares are waiting to make a left turn.  

 

Probable Environmental Effects 
Based on preliminary surveys and information, Caltrans identified the following main subject areas for 

analysis in the EIR. The scope of environmental analysis will be modified based on input from this NOP 

and project scoping.  

 

Aesthetics/Visual 

 

Archeological/Historical 

 

Biological Resources 

 

Flood Plain/Flooding 

 

Geologic/Seismic 

 

Land Use 

 

Paleontology 

 

Public Services/Facilities 

 

Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading 

 

Toxic/Hazardous 

 

Traffic/Circulation 

 

Vegetation 

 

Water Quality 

 

Wetland/Riparian 

 

Cumulative Effects 

 




