FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 28, 2000

DAVIS ADMINISTRATION ANNONCES AWARD FOR NEW CARQUINEZ BRIDGE; $2.3 BILLOPM IN SEISMIC WORK FOR THREE OTHER BRIDGES IN BAY AREA

Federal Funds to Augment Seismic Retrofit Work on Bay Bridges

Sacramento -- The Davis Administration today announced a $187.8 million contract, the largest in Caltrans history, to build a new bridge over the Carquinez Strait. The Administration also announced that an additional $2.3 billion, which includes federal funds, will be spent to improve the seismic strength of three other bridges in the Bay Area.

"The Carquinez Bridge is a critical link in the Bay Area's transportation system," said Governor Davis. "This project will allow the bridge to carry more cars than ever and be opened in record time. This is an important investment for Californian's future."

The winning bidders, FCI Constructors and Cleveland Bridge Co., will begin construction of the new bridge in March. The contract calls for the completion of the bridge to be finished within 1,000 days. Should the contractors go past that deadline, they will face a state-imposed fine of $50,000 for each day they go past the 1,000-day deadline. This will allow accelerating the completion of the new span by several years and open it up to traffic by late 2002. The $187 million is the final phase of an overall $400 million project, including new interchanges and other updates to the span.

Governor Davis also announced that federal funds will be used on the three other bridge projects -- the San Francisco Bay Bridge; the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge; and construction of the new bridge between Martinez and Benicia. Governor Davis' decision to include federal funds will free up local toll funds to be redirected to other projects to relieve congestion in and around the Bay Area. Use of federal funds will ensure that the greatest number of jobs remain in California.

The Carquinez Bridge, on interstate 80, links Sacramento and parts of the North Bay with the East Bay and San Francisco. The new suspension bridge will be built west of the existing westbound lane and will include four traffic lanes, three mixed-flow lanes and a carpool lane. Ten-foot shoulders will keep lanes clear of disabled automobiles, thereby reducing congestion. The bridge will also include a bicycle and pedestrian path.
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