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Chapter 10 Comments and Responses 
 
The following is a list of all agencies and persons who submitted written comments on the 
Environmental Assessment / Draft Environmental Impact Report during the public review period of 
December 11, 2006 to January 24, 2007.  The comments and written responses to the comments are 
included in this chapter and organized as follows: 
 

1. Michael Shore 
Branch Chief, Community Mitigation Programs 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region IX 
1111 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Oakland, CA 94607-4052 
January 11, 2007 

2. Richard W. Burtt 
Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
Town of Windsor 
9291 Old Redwood Highway 
Windsor, CA 95492-0100 
January 23, 2007 

3. Rick Jones 
Senior Planner 
Town of Windsor 
9291 Old Redwood Highway 
Windsor, CA 95492-0100 
January 12, 2007 
 

4. Barbara R. Banke 
Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates 
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
5007 Fulton Road 
Fulton, CA 95439 
January 24, 2007 
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Comments 
1. Michael Shore 

Branch Chief, Community Mitigation Programs, FEMA 
January 11, 2007 
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Comments 
1. Michael Shore 

Branch Chief, Community Mitigation Programs, FEMA 
January 11, 2007 
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Responses 
1. Michael Shore 

Branch Chief, Community Mitigation Programs, FEMA 
January 11, 2007 

 
1. The current effective Flood Insurance Rate Map for the County of Sonoma (Community Number 

060375), Map revised September 6, 2006 was reviewed.  The project is located in a 100-year 
flood hazard area; however, no adverse impact is anticipated.  There will be slight decreases in 
water surface elevations (0.06 to 0.18 m (0.2 to 0.6 ft) at Pool, Pruitt, and Mark West creeks as a 
result of improved hydraulic conditions. 

Roadside and cross-drainage would need to be provided or upgraded with widening.  Scour 
protection on channel banks would improve existing conditions. 

Please refer to Section 3.8, Hydrology and Floodplains, for more detailed information. 

2. The project does not include the construction of buildings within a coastal high hazard area. 

3. The project does not include any development that will change existing Special Flood Hazard 
Areas. 
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Comments 
2. Richard W. Burtt 

Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
—Town of Windsor 
January 23, 2007 

Page 1 of 4 

 



Chapter 10  Comments and Responses 
 

10-6 HIGHWAY 101 HOV LANE WIDENING PROJECT:  STEELE LANE TO WINDSOR RIVER ROAD 
 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT/FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

Comments 
2. Richard W. Burtt 

Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
—Town of Windsor 
January 23, 2007 
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Comments 
2. Richard W. Burtt 

Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
—Town of Windsor 
January 23, 2007 
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Comments 
2. Richard W. Burtt 

Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
—Town of Windsor 
January 23, 2007 
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Responses 
2. Richard W. Burtt 

Public Works Director/Town Engineer 
—Town of Windsor 
January 23, 2007 

 

1. SCTA and Caltrans acknowledge your concerns regarding soundwall placement and design. The 
soundwalls presented in the EA/DEIR propose noise abatement consistent with FHWA and 
Caltrans criteria. Caltrans and SCTA will schedule a meeting with the Town of Windsor to 
review and discuss placement and design of these proposed soundwalls. A final decision 
concerning proposed soundwalls will not be made until there is sufficient final design detail to 
adequately evaluate the proposed soundwalls and allow for consensus among the local 
community, Caltrans, and SCTA. 

2. A conceptual planting plan for the project will be developed during the design phase in 
coordination with Sonoma County, the City of Santa Rosa, and the Town of Windsor.  Per the 
response to Comment 1, Caltrans and SCTA will schedule a meeting with the Town of Windsor 
to review and discuss placement and design of these proposed soundwalls. 

3. Comment noted. 

4. Due to limited right of way availability along the project, it is anticipated that replacement 
landscaping will be focused on the interchange areas. 

5. In accordance with SCR 17, SB 1334, and Caltrans policies (see Section 3.15.4.1, Trees and 
Other Mature Vegetation), mature trees will be replaced at a ratio of 1:1 within the project limits 
and right of way where feasible. 

6. Up to 77 valley oaks (26 of these are mature) and between 25 and 67 coast live oaks (between 11 
and 30 of these are mature) will be removed as a result of the project.  Please see also response 5 
for information on mitigation. 

7. A new traffic signal is proposed at the Shiloh Road southbound off-ramp; the project description 
in this EA/FEIR now includes the signal. 

8. Comment noted.  This local project is not required as part of this project and would involve 
acquisition of additional right of way.  SCTA will consider incorporating this work into the 
project if the Town provides for environmental clearance and the funds for construction and any 
required environmental mitigation.  SCTA will work with the Town regarding the proposed 
signalization of this ramp to avoid any unnecessary work. 

9. The project does not worsen the level of service at the northbound off-ramp at Windsor River 
Road, and therefore, no improvements are proposed.  As identified in Appendix H of the 
EA/FEIR, improvements are needed to Old Redwood Highway before a dual left turn lane from 
the off-ramp can be accommodated.  Such improvements are beyond the scope of this project. 

10. Caltrans and SCTA will schedule a meeting as described in Response 1 above. 
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Comments 
3. Rick Jones 

Senior Planner 
—Town of Windsor 
January 12, 2007 
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Comments 
3. Rick Jones 

Senior Planner 
—Town of Windsor 
January 12, 2007 
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Comments 
3. Rick Jones 

Senior Planner 
—Town of Windsor 
January 12, 2007 
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Responses 
3. Rick Jones 

Senior Planner—Town of Windsor 
January 12, 2007 

 

1. The soundwalls presented in the EA/DEIR and EA/FEIR propose noise abatement consistent with 
FHWA and Caltrans criteria. Caltrans and SCTA will schedule a meeting with the Town of 
Windsor to review and discuss placement and design of these proposed soundwalls. A final 
decision concerning proposed soundwalls will not be made until there is sufficient final design 
detail to adequately evaluate the proposed soundwalls and allow for consensus among the local 
community, Caltrans, and SCTA. 
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Comments 

4. Barbara R. Banke 
Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates,  
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
January 24, 2007 
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Comments 
4. Barbara R. Banke 

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates,  
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
January 24, 2007 
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Comments 
4. Barbara R. Banke 

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates,  
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
January 24, 2007 
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Comments 
4. Barbara R. Banke 

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates,  
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
January 24, 2007 
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Comments 
4. Barbara R. Banke 

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates,  
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 
January 24, 2007 
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Responses 
4. Barbara R. Banke 

Kendall-Jackson Wine Estates 
Kendall-Jackson Wine Center 

January 24, 2007 

 

1. The preferred option for the Airport Blvd-Fulton Road Interchange has been designed to 
minimize right of way impacts to the maximum extent possible.  The preferred alternative would 
require 0.24 ha (0.59 ac) of additional right of way from winery property.  Any right of way 
acquisition will be done in accordance with Code of Federal Regulations and property owners 
will be compensated at fair market value. 

2. The estimated right of way to be acquired represents 0.59 acre, or 0.01% of the Kendall-Jackson 
production area of 120,000 acres.  This is not considered significant in terms of loss of productive 
acreage or potential for increased production costs, but the potential impact of this loss of 
property for consideration of noise abatement will be considered in establishing the appraised 
value. 

 
3a. FHWA and Caltrans have established methodology and criteria for noise evaluation and 

abatement for various land uses.  Commercial properties with outdoor use areas are categorized 
as Activity ‘C’ receptors, with a threshold (Noise Abatement Criterion) of 72 dBA for 
consideration of noise abatement.  The property was not identified as a receptor in the Noise 
Report (Appendix H of the EA/DEIR); nonetheless, it is considered highly unlikely that noise 
levels will exceed this level, due to the distance of the winery and its outdoor activity areas from 
the freeway.  In addition, because this is a single receptor, abatement would not meet the FHWA 
provisions for “reasonableness,” because of the high cost to protect the single receptor.   

 
3b. The proposed project does not alter the location of the freeway.  However, a one-way frontage 

road to Fulton Road would be located closer to the winery property.  A visual analysis was 
conducted in accordance with FHWA guidelines.  This analysis concluded that the visual impact 
would be minimally adverse with the proposed mitigation measures, which include replacement 
plantings.  Visual assessments are not conducted for individual properties. 

3c. Improvements at the Fulton Road/Airport Boulevard interchange are proposed to alleviate an 
operational problem that exists due to the close spacing of the two interchanges.  Traffic analyses 
under the No-Build Alternative in the 2030 design year show that without improvement, 
southbound queues would extend back beyond the Windsor River Road interchange in the 
evening peak hour.  A southbound auxiliary lane was considered but rejected as it did not provide 
adequate operational relief because of its short length.  The proposed improvements will alleviate 
congestion within this segment of Highway 101, and will provide access to the Kendall-Jackson 
property by eliminating the free right turn from the southbound off-ramp and providing a 
signalized intersection on Fulton Road.  The signal will allow for left and right turns for the one-
way frontage road or southbound off-ramp onto Fulton Road, and reduce the incidence of 
vehicles using the winery driveway as a turnaround.  Directional signing will be developed in 
accordance with Caltrans standards in the design phase.  Under southbound Option A, the 
southbound exit ramp to Airport Boulevard would be sign posted for both Airport Boulevard and 
Fulton Road.  Provision of a signal at the northbound off-ramp to Fulton Road was not identified 
as a need under this project.  However, the County may consider this as a separate improvement 
project in the future to provide for mixing movements and reduce driver confusion. 

3d. An air quality study was performed for the project.  The analysis considered the increase on 
emission levels resulting from moving traffic closer to certain sensitive receptors under the 
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project, but concluded that localized increases in mobile source air toxics because of this would 
be offset by lower emission levels associated with higher speeds and a reduction in congestion, 
and no adverse impacts are anticipated. 

3e. Temporary construction impacts are analyzed in Section 3.16, Construction Impacts, of the 
EA/FEIR.  While some temporary impacts are inevitable with any project, all efforts to minimize 
them will be made.  The proposed mitigation measures during the construction phase are included 
in Table S-1 of the EA/FEIR, and a summary of such measures include best management 
practices to control construction dust and other emissions; implementation of a construction noise 
monitoring program, and development of a Transportation Management Plan to advise motorists 
on detours and access issues during each phase of construction.  A summary of environmental 
commitments through the construction period is included in Table S-3 of the EA/FEIR. 

3f. Highway 101 was constructed in the 1950s, and planned improvements have been well 
documented since 1986 and before.  The project does not increase the number of trips on the 
highway, and therefore does not change the nature of the highway corridor.  The project will 
serve to reduce congestion on Highway 101 and improve access at Fulton Road and will therefore 
enhance the ability of visitors to access the center. 

 

 

 


