
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 

 
 

Professional Liaison Meeting 
 
 
DATE:                               October 29th, 2009 
TIME:                                1:00-3:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:                     District 4     
                                           111 Grand Avenue 
                                           Oakland, CA 94612      

 

 

       

 
 
CALTRANS STAFF 
 
Balsi, Mark (Analyst, Consultant Services Unit) 
Blampied, Nigel (Principal, Program & Project Management) 
Duenas, Charito (Analyst, Consultant Services Unit) 
Faustino, Marian (Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Fleming, Lawrence (Analyst, Consultant Services Unit) 
Fuentes, Romy (Branch Chief, Consultant Services Unit) 
Fung, Tom (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Nguyen, Trinity (Office Chief, Consultant Services Unit) 
Singh, Anup (Coordinator, DPAC) 
Tsang, Kee (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Wilkinson, Paul (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
 
Invited Speaker 
 
Fackenthall, Bill (Chief, DPAC) 
Pazooki, Mo (Project Manager Antioch & Dumbarton Bridges) 
Pendergast, Paul (Pendergast & Associates) 
Siva, Prakash (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
 
 

 
 
CONSULTANTS 
 
Alman, Scott (MACTEC) 
Almstead, Charles (Kleinfelder) 
Bingham, Jeffery (Parsons) 
Butcher, Raewyn (Ghirardelli Associates) 
Chadwick, Brad (Harris & Associates) 
Chaudhary, Arvin (CHAUDHARY & ASSOCIATES, Inc.) 
Carney, Craig (Harris & Associates) 
Collins, John (Vali Cooper & Associates, Inc.) 
DiFrancia, Michele (HNTB) 
Gunderson, Adrian (HDR Engineering, Inc.) 
Henry, Philip (AIA) 
Hostert, Kevin (TRC) 
Ingles, William (CH2MHILL) 
Jhutti, Sunny (HNTB) 
Kim, Simon (URS) 
Kelsey, Scott (URS) 
Kluber, Frank (Kluber + Associates, Inc.) 
Lehane, Andrew (SHAW) 
Lindskog, Curtis (Shaw Environmental & Infrastructure Group) 
Lohman, Michael (Mark Thomas & Company Inc.) 
Martinez, Dede (D2ME Environmental Services) 
Masdeo, Dan (PB Americas) 
McManus Terence (Kleinfelder) 
Mendenhall, Steve (PSOMAS) 
Nadell, Brady (Parsons Brinkerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.) 
Nguyen, Tuan (URS) 
Nedell, Rick (Anchor) 
Olander, Erica ( HDR) 
Patz, Kimberly (Adanta) 
Panayotou, Nick (The Hanna Group) 
Rice, Ken (Summit Associates) 
Ross, Don (CH2MHILL) 
Sana, Frank (VSCE) 
Sarmiento, Mary Grace (Summit Associates) 
Sathiamurthy, Ramesh (URS) 
Smith, Randy (TOWILL) 
Smyth, Nicholas (URS) 
Tran, Dung (URS) 
Varzaidil, Mehrdad (Hanna Group) 
Young, Brian (TOWILL) 
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Introduction / Executive Staff Address 
Trinity Nguyen, Office Chief, Consultant Services Unit (CSU), called the meeting to order, led group introductions 
and introduced the first speaker, Nigel Blampied, Principal, Program and Project Management.  The following is a 
brief summary of Mr. Blampied’s Executive Staff address to the Consultants: 
 
• District Director Sartipi and Chief Deputy Director McElhinney were unable to attend the meeting, as they 

were tending to the emergency repairs on the Bay Bridge. 
• New bond sales have brought in $330 Million in revenue. The revenue from those bond sales will fund existing 

construction contracts through June 2010. 
• No new bond funded contracts are being executed through June 2010. 
• The California Transportation Commission (CTC) is currently reviewing the STIP and SHOPP funding 

programs. Both programs will be rescheduled (the 2 year funding program will be stretched over 4 years). No 
new projects will be added.  

 
Q&A: 
• First quarter bond sales were higher than expected and CMIA projects were fully funded. What has changed? 

o First quarter bond sales occurred in the last fiscal year. Current fiscal year bond sales have been lower 
than anticipated. Consequently, no new bond funded construction contracts will be issued through June 
2010. 

 
District 4 Contract Series 

Mo Pazooki, Project Manager, Antioch & Dumbarton Bridges (Seismic Retrofit projects), provided a presentation 
on the upcoming seismic retrofit of the bridges and the accompanying contracts. The following is a brief summary 
of the topics and important dates covered in that presentation: 
 
Located along State route 160, the Antioch Bridge connects the City of Antioch in Contra Costa County to Sherman 
Island in Sacramento County. The seismic retrofit of the Antioch Bridge will employ state of the art technology, 
friction pendulum bearings, and will provide a systematic response to a 100 year event, such that the bridge system 
can be brought back into service within 1-12 months. 
 
Important Dates, Antioch Bridge: 
 

Description Date 
Environmental Document 
 

August 1, 2009 
 

Plans, Specifications & Estimate 
 

August 3, 2009 
 

Ready to List 
 

November 20, 2009 
 

Award 
 

April 14, 2010 
 

Construction Start 
 

July 1, 2010 
 

Construction Complete September  2012 
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Located along State Route 84, the Dumbarton Bridge connects Alameda and San Mateo counties.  The seismic 
retrofit of the Dumbarton Bridge will employ state of the art technology, friction pendulum bearings, and will 
provide a systematic response to a 100 year event, such that the bridge system can be brought back into service 
within 1-12 months. 
 
Important Dates, Dumbarton Bridge: 
 

 
Description 

 
Date 

Environmental Document 
 

July 1, 2009 
 

Plans, Specifications & Estimate 
 

August 3, 2009 
 

Ready to List 
 

November 20, 2009 
 

Award 
 

June 2010 
 

Construction Start 
 

August 2010 
 

Construction Complete 
 

August 2013 
 

 
Q&A: 
o What are the contract values for the two bridge contracts? 

 The contracts will be valued at $125 million (Antioch) and $220 Million (Dumbarton). 
o Are there any environmental restrictions associated with these projects? 

 During the months of July-October the Antioch Bridge retrofit will face environmental restrictions 
related to Delta smelt. 

o How long is the life span of the friction pendulum bearings being used in these projects? 
 The bearings have a life span of between 100 and 150 years. 

o Where is the funding for these projects coming from? 
 Funding will be provided through AB1175 (upon legislative approval). 

o Are there any plans to widen the Antioch Bridge? 
 There are no plans to widen the Antioch Bridge. 

 
Doyle Drive Outreach Update 

Paul Pendergast, Pendergast & Associates, provided a presentation on the SBE outreach efforts for the Doyle Drive 
replacement project. The following is a brief summary of that presentation: 
 
• Efforts in support of SBE participation on the Doyle Drive project have followed a 4 pillar (widget) approach: 

1. Working with state management to breakdown and un-bundle contracts for small businesses. 
2. Developing a small business certification database that integrates local, state and federal information.  
3. Providing outreach and education. 
4. Monitoring and tracking, to ensure that small businesses are being paid in a timely manner. 
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• Specific Outreach Efforts and Results: 
o Through the use of their integrated, SBE, certification database, Pendergast & Associates sent out 

over 5,000 e-mail invitations to certified firms for the bidders’ conference held on August 26, 
2009. 

o By teaming up with numerous unions and Chambers of Commerce, Pendergast & Associates 
continues to spread the word about contracting opportunities for SBE’s.  

o As a result of setting up 8 "Plan Room" locations, throughout the Bay Area, SBE’s have been 
provided with free access to plans & specifications.  

 
• Specific Contract Information and Results: 

o Contract #1 has seen certified SBE participation at the 87% level, far exceeding the contract goal of 
25% SBE participation. 

o Contract #2 has seen certified SBE participation reach 24.14%. The contract goal for SBE 
participation is 25%. 

o Contract #3 was awarded to C.C. Meyers in October. SBE utilization goals for this contract include 
7% UDBE participation and 25% SBE participation. It is anticipated that both of these goals will 
be surpassed. 

o Contract #4 is scheduled to be awarded in December 2009. 
o Contracts #5-8 are being considered for the (P3) Public Private Partnership. 

 
Note: Paul Pendergast may be contacted directly @ (415) 621-0600. 
          Additional project information is available @ www.doyledrive.org  
           

District 4 Updates 
Trinity Nguyen, Office Chief, CSU, provided the following District 4 updates:  

• The minutes from the 07/30/09 Professional Liaison Meeting were approved. 
• Kome Ajise will initiate the Public Private Partnership program at Caltrans and oversee the TIGER grants 

of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.   
• Brigetta Smith was named as the new D4, Deputy District Director, External Affairs. 
• Cynthia Stratton was named as the D4, Deputy District Director, Administration. 
• District 7 Director, Doug Failing, is leaving Caltrans. Rick Lan has been named interim District 7 Director. 
• DGS Director Will Bush retired. Ron Diedrich has been named as the interim DGS Director. 
• Assembly Bill X4 21 requires state departments to award state-funded contracts with DVBE goals to the 

lowest responsible bidder meeting the DVBE contract goal.   
• A&E Coordinator, Dapo Okupe, is retiring. 
• The Pacific Legal Foundation has filed a writ of mandate, challenging race-based and sex-based quotas in 

state contracting.  
• AB 1175 will secure funding for the retrofit of the Dumbarton and Antioch Bridges.  
• AB 31 increases contract amounts for SBE’s / DVBE’s from $147,000.00 to $250,000.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doyledrive.org/
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SBE / DBE / DVBE and Calmentor Program Updates 
Romy Fuentes, Branch Chief, CSU, provided the following District 4 updates: 

• A&E contracts with CSU have reached an overall DVBE participation rate of 8%. 
• A&E contracts with CSU have reached an overall DBE participation rate of 28%.  
• A&E contracts with CSU have reached an overall SBE participation rate of 54%.  

 
NOTE: UDBE participation rates on A&E contracts will be reported in future meetings. SBE figures on the 
handout provided will be adjusted to correct for an error. 
 
Q&A: 
• Are participation rates tracked by individual contracts or as an aggregate? 

o Contract participation rates are tracked by both the individual contract and as an aggregate. 
• DBE work is often specialized. Is anything being done to identify opportunities for DBE’s? 

o District 4 issues a number of scheduling & claims contracts that use DBE’s. Additionally, DBE’s are 
encouraged to take advantage of the services offered by Pendergast & Associates and to participate in 
the Calmentor program. 

• How is AB31 related to the Calmentor program? 
o SBE’s are utilized by prime contractors on A&E and non-A&E service contracts, including tree cutting, 

environmental and archeological services and seed propagation. Additionally, the simplified bid 
process ensures that contracts execute in 60 days. 

 
NOTE: The next Calmentor meeting will be held on Tuesday, 12/01/09.  
 

Look Ahead Report 
Prakash Siva, Contract Manager, CSU, provided an update on new and upcoming A&E contracts.  The following is 
a brief summary of that update: 

• SOQ’s, for Environmental Studies in the North, South and East Bay, were received and interviews are 
scheduled for 11/09/09. 

• A contract for Claims & Scheduling, on the SFOBB, is currently in negotiations. 
• Two contracts for Surveying (North and South Bay) and one contract for Construction Inspection (SFOBB) 

will be advertised. 
• District 4 is in the initial stages of determining the need for an A&E contract as a part of the retrofit of the 

Antioch and Dumbarton bridges. 
 

DPAC Updates 
Bill Fackenthall, Chief, Department of Procurement and Contracts, provided an overview of his approach to his 
new position at DPAC and participated in a Q&A session. The following is a brief summary of that presentation: 

• Mr. Fackenthall’s experience with A&E contracts and procurement stem from his time with the Water 
Resources Board and the federal government. 

• Improvement is needed to make policies and procedures at DPAC more consistent. 
• Currently, DPAC is processing 23 contracts. 
• The mandated 15% reduction in contracting has not had an impact on A&E contracts. 
• The goal of the Cognizant Audit Program is to standardize the audit process, so that duplication is removed. 

DPAC is looking at a 3 tier system that focuses on risk, while minimizing the impact to small businesses. 
The target date to submit their plan to the FHWA is 12/31/09. 
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• The ASHTO audit guide lays out the ground rules for how audits are conducted and how federal 
requirements are interpreted. 

• Good faith efforts are no longer allowed. RFQ’s that do not meet contract participation goals will be 
rejected. 

• DPAC is currently reviewing the first RFQ associated with the P3 program. 
 
Q&A: 

• Will the RFQ associated with the P3 program be project specific? 
o Whether the RFQ will be project specific has not yet been determined.  

• Has Caltrans participated in any P3 style contracts? 
o The RFQ being reviewed by DPAC is the first time Caltrans has participated in that type of 

contract. However, the toll roads on interstate 405 are an example of how the P3 program can 
prove to be successful. 

• If a Cognizant Audit has been conducted, why are overhead rates addressed during cost negotiations? 
o Overhead rates will not be negotiated. Fees and escalation rates will be negotiated. However, 

consultants will have to be able to justify their overhead rates. Additionally, DPAC is looking into 
using indices to address fees and escalation rates on long term contracts.  

• How will DPAC address the issue of A&E contracts that do not utilize the entire contract amount? 
o Inconsistent financing associated with bond funding has proved to be problematic. Additionally, 

some contracts are expended in two years instead of three. However, Caltrans and DPAC have 
made progress over the last three years by unbundling contracts. 

• Are “set aside” contracts an option? 
o There is no authorization for “set aside” contracts. 

• Will DPAC address the policy of barring consultants who participate in an interview as a prime, from 
participating as a sub in a subsequent interview, for the same contract? 

o DPAC is open to suggestions for improving the process and standardizing the rules, so long as 
firms or individuals are not being given an unfair advantage in the interview process. 

• If DPAC anticipates the need for more A&E contracts, will they make an assessment or go straight to 
procurement? 

o Contracting needs are reevaluated every 3 years, unless there is a project specific need. The intent 
is always to fully utilize the contract authority. 

• Is there a district wide policy on amendment extensions? 
o There is no standard policy, as all amendments must be justified. 

• Will DPAC look into flow down clauses and insurance requirements for sub-contractors? 
o The general philosophy is to adhere to all legal contracting requirements; however, DPAC and 

CSU will look into this issue. 
 

NOTE: Several questions related to auditing practices were asked. So that those types of questions may be 
addressed more completely, Maryann Campbell-Smith (Audits & Investigations) will be asked to attend the next 
Professional Liaison Meeting. 

Adjourn 
Next Meeting – Thursday, January 28th, 2010 
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