
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 

 
 

Professional Liaison Meeting 
 
 
DATE:                               July 29th, 2010 
TIME:                                1:00-3:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:                     District 4     
                                           111 Grand Avenue 

 

                                           Oakland, CA 94612        

 
CALTRANS STAFF
Balsi, Mark (Analyst, Consultant Services Unit) 
Chen, Roy (Transportation Engineer, Consultant Services Unit) 
Duenas, Charito (Analyst, Consultant Services Unit) 
Faustino, Marian (Branch Chief, Consultant Services Unit) 
Fuentes, Romy (Branch Chief, Consultant Services Unit) 
Fung, Tom (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Nguyen, Trinity (Office Chief, Consultant Services Unit) 
Siva, Prakash (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Tsang, Kee (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Wong, Susan (Contract Manager, Consultant Services Unit) 
Zhang, Xi (Transportation Engineer) 
 
Invited Speaker 
Blampied, Nigel (Principal, Program Project Management 
Gonsalvez, Norman  (Water Quality Program Coordinator)  
Lee, Al (Project Manager, Program Project Management) 
Neri, John (District 4 Coordinator) DPAC 
 
 

 
CONSULTANTS 
 
Allan, Walter (Acumen Building Enterprise, Inc.) 
Altaha, Ali (C2PM) 
Blomquist, Dan (Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc.) 
Broz, William (Arcadis) 
Burkhard, Brian (HNTB) 
Caffey, Jane (Kleinfelder) 
Cates, Gregory (STRUCTUS) 
Chan, Kai (JACOBS) 
Chan, Michael (S&C ENGINEERS) 
Chan, Tony (JACOBS) 
Chaudhary, Arvin (Chaudhary & Associates, INC.) 
Chen, Po (Mark Thomas & Co.) 
Coles, Christopher (ANCHOR ENGINEERING) 
Collins, John (Vali Cooper & Associates, Inc.) 
Frey, Mark (AMEC) 
Gritz, Garrett (RBF Consulting) 
Henry, Philip (Architecture) 
Hopkins, Ted (Shannon & Wilson, Inc.) 
Kelly, Fred (Parsons Brinkerhoff) 
Kooner, Paul (AELOM) 
Lawrence Harry (RGA Environmental) 
Lehane, Andrew (SHAW) 
Leslie, Stephanie (Arcadis) 
Liang, Han-Bin (Wreco) 
Loomis, Tom (TRS/Hill International) 
Lundgren, David (CH2MHiLL) 
Mendenhall, Steve (PSOMAS) 
Ming-Chen, Yu (AMC Consulting Engineers, Inc.) 
Morgan, Kerry (CALTROP) 
Murray, Benjamin (Acumen Building Enterprise) 
Nguyen, Tuan (URS) 
Page, Cheri (Baseline Environmental Consulting) 
Park, Jaemin (Ghirardelli) 
Rodriguez, Nicole (RMA Group) 
Smyth, Nicholas (URS) 
Steinberg, Beth (Applied Materials & Engineering, Inc.) 
Sullivan, Lauren (Leland  
Tanaka, Richard (Mark Thomas & Company, Inc.) 
Wang, Terence (Ninyo & Moore) 
Windle, Beverly (Mendoza) 
Wong, Allen (Kal Krishnan) 
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Introduction / Executive Staff Address 
Trinity Nguyen, Office Chief, Consultant Services Unit (CSU), welcomed the attendees, led introductions and 
delivered the opening address. The following is a brief summary of the topics covered in Mrs. Nguyen’s address to 
the consultants: 
• The minutes from the 04/29/10 Professional Liaison Meeting were approved. 
• Cindy McKim was appointed as director of the California Department of Transportation. 
• Malcolm Dougherty was named the new Chief Deputy District Director (interim). 
• Sharri Bender Ehlert has accepted the position of District 6 Director (interim). 
• Currently, there is no State budget in place. 
• Executive Order (EO) S-13-09 expired on 06/30/10. However, EO S-12-10 calls for the return of three furlough 

days per month effective August 1, 2010 
• Impacts to A&E contracts, resulting from the 2010-2011 State budget, have not been finalized. 
• The first tower section for the new Bay Bridge was put into place on 07/28/10. 
• The two-axle toll rate increased from $4 to $5 on most of the seven state-owned toll bridges in the Bay Area. 
• Time-of-Day pricing is charged during weekday peak periods at the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 

Carpools are charged a discounted toll rate of $2.50. 
• The State Assembly voted in favor of a proposal that would allow authorities to spend future toll revenue to 

construct a bike and pedestrian pathway for the western span of the bridge, from Yerba Buena Island to San 
Francisco. 

• Major progress on the $325 million tunnel project has been made. The buildings and the bridges are finished, 
and the tunnel diggers are expected to bust through the north end of the mountain by this fall. A little more than 
a year later, the finished tunnel should open to traffic. 

• Consultants who have contracts with Caltrans will be updated regarding the new accounting system (EFIS). 
Consultants are being asked to convert EA’s to project numbers. 

• CSU has been successful processing some of the outstanding 09-10 invoices. Invoices for FY 10-11 can not be 
processed until a budget is in place. 

• The next Calmentor meeting will be held on September 30, 2010. 
• The Alameda County Transportation Improvement Authority (ACTIA) and the Alameda County Congestion 

Management Agency (ACCMA) gave final approval to a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) which creates a new 
countywide transportation agency: the Alameda County Transportation Commission (Alameda CTC). 

• The Alameda County Congestion Management Agency and the Alameda County Transportation Improvement 
Authority are seeking qualified candidates for the position of Executive Director to lead the newly 
formed Alameda County Transportation Commission (ACTC). 

• Cognizant Audits (3 pool system) are in effect as of July 1, 2010. Audits will be invited to speak at the next 
meeting. Consultants are encouraged to visit the DPAC website for details. 
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DPAC Updates 
Mrs. Nguyen introduced John Neri, D4 DPAC Coordinator. The following is a brief summary of the topics covered 
during Mr. Neri’s presentation: 

• DPAC underwent an organizational change. The Chief of DPAC no longer deals directly with issues related to 
A&E.  

• To address A&E concerns, the position of A&E Chief was created and Zoe Bayer was named as the new Chief. 
• Bill Fackenthall is retiring as the Chief of DPAC. 
• The State A&E program met all DBE, DVBE and SBE commitments for the 09-10 fiscal year. 
• Contracts in the $2 Million range have increased from 16% (FY 08-09) to 30% (FY 09-10). 
• In June, a memo was sent out to the consultants regarding possible voluntary contract reductions. The work 

sheet attached to the memo was due June 30th. DPAC would appreciate it if everyone would complete and 
return the worksheet. 

            
District 4 Contract Updates 

Mrs. Nguyen introduced Al B. Lee, Project Manager, to cover updates to the Design/Build process. The following 
is a brief summary of the topics discussed in that presentation: 
• Release of the RFQ for Design/Build (ramp metering on U.S. 101) will occur in late August or September 

2010. 
• 16 locations will require new ramp metering equipment. 
• 10 locations will utilize previously installed ramp metering equipment. 
• 3 locations will require upgrades to the ramp metering signs. 
• 2 ramp metering locations will be connected to HOV lanes. 
• 13 locations will have newly constructed MPV pull outs. 
• 4 locations will have CHP pullouts. 
• The project report will be released at the same time as the RFQ. 
• The RFQ is currently being reviewed by FHWA. 
• Caltrans engineers are currently identifying utilities. 
• The project schedule and plans, for addressing right of way issues and completing the PS&E package, are being 

developed. 
• The contract is estimated to be valued at $10 million. 
• The selection process will likely take place in December 2010. 
• The design build web site may be accessed at www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/designbuild/db.htm 
 
Al Lee may be contacted at (510) 286-7211 or al_b_lee@dot.ca.gov

 
Mrs. Nguyen introduced Branch Chief, Romy Fuentes, to cover information on the Look Ahead Report. The 
following is a list of topics discussed in that presentation: 
• 7 A&E contracts for District 4 are listed on the Look Ahead Report. 
• Contract # 04ANEW321-09 has been advertised and assigned permanent contract number 04A3574. 
• Contract # 04ANEW322-09 has been advertised and assigned permanent contract number 04A3575. 
• Contract # 04ANEW341-10 has been assigned permanent contract number 04A3578 and will be advertised on 

07/30/10. 
• Contract # 04ANEW352-10 has been assigned permanent contract number 04A3561 and will be re-advertised. 

All previously submitted SOQ’s will have to be resubmitted. 
• Contract # 04NEW353-11 has been advertised and assigned permanent contract number 04A3576. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/designbuild/db.htm
mailto:al_b_lee@dot.ca.gov
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• Contract # 04NEW355-11 has been advertised and assigned permanent contract number 04A3572. 
• Contract # 04NEW356-11 has been advertised and assigned permanent contract number 04A3573. 
• Solicitation status has been updated on the Look Ahead Report, in response to feedback from the consulting 

community. 
The Look Ahead Report may be accessed @ http://www.caltrans-opac.ca.gov/documents/lookahead_007.xls

 
Featured Speaker 

Mrs. Nguyen introduced Mr. Norman Gonsalvez, District 4 Storm Water Coordinator. Mr. Gonsalvez presented a 
slide show, which detailed HydroModification compliance (HM). The following is a brief summary of the topics 
covered in that presentation:  

• HM is the alteration of natural stream hydrology by human activity. 
• Regulation of HM occurs at the federal, state and local levels. 
• Problems associated with HM include: 

o Stream bank and stream bed erosion and Sedimentation 
• Increased pollutant delivery to receiving waters and decreased salinity in estuaries and coastal areas 
• Causes of HM include: 

o Increased runoff volume from upland areas 
o Channel lining, armoring, entrainment and straightening and flow impounding 

• HM requirements apply to the following: 
o Projects discharging to susceptible receiving waters 
o Projects with 1 acre or more of added impervious surfaces and projects requiring 401 Certification 

• Projects which are exempt from HM requirements include: 
o Projects with less than 1 acre of added impervious area 
o Projects discharging to non-susceptible water bodies 
o Infill projects (> 65% impervious area) in highly developed watersheds (< 10% vacant parcels) 

• Basic ways to meet the HM requirements include: 
o Using approved storage, filtration and retention systems 

• Design tools for HM management include: 
o Bay Area Hydrology Model (BAHM) (proprietary, but free version available) 
o Hydrological Simulation Program – Fortran (HSPF) (EPA, free) 
o Storm Water Management Model (SWMM) (EPA, free) 

• New Permit Requirements 
o New permits are required effective 07/01/10.  
o The State Board of Water Resources and the EPA decided that the old permits were not effective. 
o The State Board of Water Resources has come up with a new set of BMP’s that must be used on all 

projects. 
o Numeric Action Limits require that once the allowable limit has been exceeded, limits must be 

reduced.  
o There are 3 levels of Risk. The third level has the most stringent requirements. 
o Russell 2 software is used to assess risk levels. Caltrans has equivalent software. 
o Projects at Risk level 3 require a monitoring plan.  
o Requirements for consultants can be found in the PS&E package. 
o Contractors should download the construction requirements from the State Board of Water Resources. 
o Contractors should download the specifications for projects and the Russell 2 software. 
o Projects that require 401 permits and add more than an acre of pavement require HM. 
 

http://www.caltrans-opac.ca.gov/documents/lookahead_007.xls
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Q&A: 
Are Contractors, who have projects in areas that are adjacent to discharge points, responsible for lining the entire 
length of the channel? 

o Contractors are only responsible for the flow requirements within their area of the channel. 
 
For questions regarding HydroModification, please contact Norman_Gonsalvez@dot.ca.gov. 
 

General Q&A from the Attendees 
Mrs. Nguyen encouraged the group to submit topics for future meetings. The floor was then opened to general 
questions. 
Q&A: 
Contractors received a letter from their Contract Managers, stating that due to a lack of federal funding May and 
June invoices would not be paid. Will Caltrans use State funds to pay the May and June invoices? 

o All work performed prior to June 30, 2010 will be paid as soon as possible. In a limited number of 
cases, the work cannot be paid until a new State budget is passed. 

 
Will Caltrans use the hours charged by Project Managers as a factor in determining the pay rate for the staff on the 
contract? 

o Consultants should be aware that the PM’s administrative costs that are charged to a project are not 
considered “productivity” hours.  In effect, the PM’s charges are not unlike an “Other Direct Cost”.  If 
the PM is actually performing technical work on a project, then the hours are considered as 
productivity hours and not administrative costs. 

 
How can firms make sure that they are contacted regarding RFQ’s? 

o Consultants should check the DGS or BidSync websites regularly.  
http://www.eprocure.dgs.ca.gov/default.htm
http://www.bidsync.com/DPX?ac=powersearch&srchoid_override=307818
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/calmentor/plm2010.htm

o DGS and BidSync will be invited to a future meeting to explain how to best use the BidSync website.  
o DGS will also be contacted regarding how to view or print the names of firms working on Caltrans 

contracts. 
 
EFIS: 
Caltrans’ old accounting system did not allow for differentiating costs between different types of contracts. The 
new accounting system (EFIS) will allow Caltrans to better track why and how consultants are being used. 
Additionally, the new system should allow for better tracking of reimbursement rates and hours. Consultants will be 
contacted by Caltrans Accounting regarding passwords and updating their information.  
 
Mrs. Nguyen thanked the meeting attendees and the featured speakers for making the effort to attend the meeting 
and informed the attendees that they may e-mail any additional questions to her at trinity_nguyen@dot.ca.gov. 
 

Adjourn 
Next Meeting – October 28, 2010 

 

mailto:Norman_Gonsalvez@dot.ca.gov
http://www.eprocure.dgs.ca.gov/default.htm
http://www.bidsync.com/DPX?ac=powersearch&srchoid_override=307818
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/calmentor/plm2010.htm
mailto:trinity_nguyen@dot.ca.gov
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