
Ellen Lee of LEE Incorporated receiving 
her firm’s Calmentor Program 

graduation certificate from           
Caltrans Director Malcolm Dougherty. 

 

The Caltrans District 4        
Calmentor Program: 

1. Enhances the growth potential of 
protégé firms through pairings 
with more established mentor 
firms; 

 

2. Facilitates quarterly networking 
opportunities with senior public 
transportation agency managers; 

 

3. Provides education on aspects of 
public agency contracting; 

 

4. Recognizes the achievement of 
business development milestones 
by protégé firms; 

 

5. Promotes business development 
opportunities.     

  
    

The Calmentor Legacy  
Each generation of architectural & 
engineering firms is responsible for 

preparing future generations to 
perform at a competitive level.  The 

Caltrans District 4 Calmentor 
Program supports this industry 

tradition by facilitating a 12-month 
pairing where well-established   

A&E “mentor firms” share their 
time, knowledge, and business 

experience with “protégé firms” that 
want to learn and grow.  

Relationships established under 
Calmentor often continue well after 
firms graduate from the program.   

 
Public agencies and A&E firms 

both benefit from Calmentor 
through an expanded pool of A&E 

firms qualified to meet public 
contracting requirements.    

 
 

To learn more about             
the Caltrans District 4           

Calmentor Program, please visit: 
www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/calmentor  
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Calmentor Program Success 
 

The Caltrans District 4 Calmentor 
Program has been a successful 

partnership between public 
transportation agencies              

and A&E firms.   
 

In May 2016, there were 26 mentor 
firms and 97 protégé firms 

participating in the District 4 
Calmentor Program.  This includes     

51 A&E firms which have graduated 
from Calmentor.   

 

Raewyn Butcher of Ghirardelli Associates, 
former District 4 Calmentor Steering 

Committee Member, congratulates Patrick 
Boyd and Scott Mears of Designlab 252, 

protégé, on graduating from the 
Calmentor Program. 

  
Public Agency Partners 
One of the strengths of the 
Calmentor Program is the 

commitment of Caltrans District 4 
and its public transportation agency 
partners to small business.  Along 

with Caltrans managers, the 
California High-Speed Rail 

Authority, the Alameda County 
Transportation Commission, BART, 
the Golden Gate Bridge, Highway 

and Transportation District, the 
Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission, and the Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority are 

active participants in Calmentor. 
 

 

Luz Campos, Purchasing Technician, 
Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission, speaks to a protégé firm 
about the contracting process. 

 

   

The 2016 Steering Committee  
A volunteer Steering Committee 

elected by and from the membership 
provides oversight and guidance to the 
Calmentor Program.  Members include: 

 

 

Matthew Ajiake•President & CEO•Sonika Corporation

Ryan Brady•Senior Archaeologist•Dudek

Christi Fu•Deputy Operations Manager•ARCADIS

David Lundgren•Principal•Stantec

Steve Mendenhall, Chair•NorCal Regional Survey Manager•Michael Baker International

Samir Messiah•President •C M Pros

Nick Panayotou•Principal Engineer•The Hanna Group

Robert Wong•President•Aliquot Associates

 


