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CHAPTER 2 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS ON THE DEA/EIR FROM 
ELECTED OFFICIALS 
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Alameda County Board of Supervisors-Keith Carson, President 
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1- The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Caltrans as lead agency under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), respectively, have 
determined that there will be no significant impacts as a result of the Caldecott Improvement Project.  
Regarding the scope of the project please refer to the essays on “Project Limits” and “Scope of the Project” in 
Chapter 1. 

2- Please see responses #1 and #2 in the essay on “Traffic Operations” in Chapter 1. 

3- Setting of speed limits is a joint decision of the local entities within the State Route 24 corridor and the 
California Highway Patrol.  The Caltrans does not have the authority to unilaterally set limits and cannot 
commit to it within this environmental document.  The decision to repave the roadway with a quieter pavement 
will be based on the roadway surface’s need for rehabilitation, in conformance with the Caltrans' pavement 
rehabilitation strategy.  Should the Caltrans determine that repaving is required for maintenance purposes, open-
graded asphalt pavement will be considered.  Regarding construction noise, please see the essay on 
“Construction Impacts” in Chapter 1. 

4- The nature of tunnel construction necessitates around the clock construction activity to control cost and 
schedule.  When constructing a tunnel, construction work can proceed only in limited areas. For example, 
tunnel excavation can only occur at one location for each portal.  Because of this limitation, the cost and 
schedule of a tunnel project will increase dramatically if the hours of construction are limited.  In addition when 
the advance of a tunnel is delayed, additional support measures are required to assure that the face of the tunnel 
remains stable.  Under the current plan, which involves tunnel construction 5 days per week, 24 hours per day, 
these additional support measures will only be required over the weekend. However, if tunnel construction were 
limited to one shift per day, these additional support measures would have to be installed every day, which 
would have significant cost implications. 

5- Please see the essay on “Bicycle and Pedestrian Access/Improvements” in Chapter 1. 
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Assembly California Legislature-Assemblyman Joseph E. Canciamilla 

 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
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Assembly California Legislature-Assemblyman Guy S. Houston 

 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
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California State Senate-Senator Tom Torlakson 
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Thank you for your comments. 



Chapter 2-Elected Officials 

Caldeott Improvement Project   51

Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors-Supervisor Mark Desaulnier 

 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors-Supervisor Federal D. Glover 

 
 

Thank you for your comments.  
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Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors-Supervisor Mary N. Piepho 

 
 

Thank you for your comments. 
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United States Congress-Congresswoman Ellen O. Tauscher 
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Thank you for your comments. 
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