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Pulgas Creek Culvert Reconstruction Project Begins

Caltrans engineers in conjunction with the R.M. Harris Co. have begun work on the replacement of the existing box culvert that crosses underneath Hwy. 101 in the City of San Carlos.  Built in the 1930’s, the culvert cannot handle the run-off that will result from the City’s plan to enlarge its upstream channel.  The existing box is badly deteriorated, with some parts in danger of collapsing.  At present, there is a real danger of flooding at the location of the existing single box culvert.

The project, scheduled to be in progress from March through November of 2000, will proceed in 5 phases.  All efforts are being made to avoid undue interference with existing lanes and to avoid unnecessary traffic slow down.  Work affecting the highway will take place only between 10 PM and 6 AM in an effort to avoid any interference with morning or afternoon rush hour traffic.  Briefly, the 5 phases of the project are:

Phase 1 - April 15 to May 10, widening northbound 101 to allow traffic to be switched outward and work to be performed in the median.

Phase 2 – May 15 to June 15, construct center portion of culvert (reinforced concrete box).  This stage will require realignment of traffic to the shoulders.  This work will also necessitate the closure of auxiliary lanes on 101 South between Brittan and Whipple Avenue.  During this stage, coffer dams will be installed on both sides of the creek to allow work within the highway.

Phase 3 – June 15 to August 15, construction of west portion of culvert.  Shift southbound traffic back to the middle.  The Brittan off-ramp will be closed from 6-8 weeks during this phase (mid June to mid August).  During this phase, the shoulders will be used for traffic, the auxiliary lanes will be gone but the current four full lanes of traffic will be maintained in each direction.

Phase 4 – August 15 to October 1, construction of the east portion of the culvert (the Bay side).  Northbound traffic will move to the median.

Phase 5 – October 1 to November 30, culvert construction is completed, traffic returns to normal, the center concrete barrier is rebuilt.  Coffer dams are removed and water is then allowed to go through the new culverts.

As with any construction project, dates are subject to change due to weather or other conditions beyond our control.

Caltrans and R.M. Harris will issue regular updates of the project construction.  Updates will also be available on a special website at: www.caltrans.ca.gov/dist4 or at phone (510) 286-6444.  A newsletter on the project will be distributed and briefings will be offered to interested stakeholders.

