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CALTRANS HOLDS RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY FOR 
OPENING OF I-80 EASTBOUND HILLTOP DRIVE OVERCROSSING 

 
Richmond – Today Caltrans held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the opening of the Interstate 80 
Eastbound Hilltop Drive Overcrossing. Speakers included Dan McElhinney, Chief Deputy 
District  Director Caltrans District 4, John Gioia, Contra Costa County District 1 Supervisor, 
Mayor Gayle McLaughlin and City Manager Bill Lindsay from the City of Richmond, Becky 
Ross, General Manager for the Richmond Berkeley Courtyard by Marriott, and Rick Disney 
from Disney Construction. 
 
The project included demolishing the eastbound (south) Hilltop Drive Bridge, constructing a new 
bridge on a new profile, and modifying the eastbound on-ramp profile to match the new 
roadway.  
 
“It employed construction laborers and trade laborers,” said Supervisor Gioia, “and that’s exactly 
what we needed with this economy.” 
 
“Thank you to all the workers for making this a safer route,” said Richmond Mayor Gayle 
McLaughlin. 
 
At the request of Hilltop merchants and the City of Richmond, Caltrans and the Caltrans 
contractor, Disney Construction, delayed the start of the project in 2008 until after the holiday 
shopping season. 
 
“I want to thank Caltrans for accommodating our holiday schedule,” McLaughlin said, “and for 
finishing before the upcoming holiday season.” 
 
The new bridge is a pre-stressed concrete box girder bridge that meets seismic standards. 
Although this was primarily a seismic bridge replacement project, the department took the 
opportunity to raise the profile of the bridge to meet today’s standards. The new span will also 
accommodate future additional lanes on Interstate 80.  
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A significant detail in this project was the full 14-hour closure of Interstate 80 at Hilltop Drive 
from Saturday, January 24, 9 p.m. to Sunday, January 25, 11:15 a.m.  Due to the efficiency of the 
contractor, subcontractors, and Caltrans construction staff, the overcrossing was demolished and 
Interstate 80 reopened without significant traffic delays. 
 
“You handled the public and the traffic very well,” said Lindsay, referring to the work performed 
by Disney Construction. 
 
McElhinney noted that Disney was an excellent partner with the various agencies involved in the 
project, including AT&T and the East Bay Municipal Utility District. They assisted the 
Department with coordinating the various agencies operations to assure that conflicts were 
resolved timely and impacts to the project schedule and bridge opening minimized.  
 
“Rather than set up a field office trailer,” McElhinney said, “they made an effort to contribute to 
the local businesses by renting and setting up their field office in a Hiilltop Mall area office 
complex.” 
 
“Now we have a new bridge which will make it much easier to get to our businesses,” said Ross.  
“We want to thank Caltrans for making it happen and making it happen fast.” 
 
“Disney constructed a high quality structure that will serve the community for many years,” 
McElhinney said. 
 
For more information about the project, please visit the website at 
http://dot.ca.gov/dist4/80hilltop.htm 
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