         Highway 101/East Blithedale Off-Ramp Improvement Project
Overview:      The southbound off-ramp from Highway 101 to Highway 131 (East 
                        Blithedale Avenue) is reaching the point where it can no longer handle the 
ever-increasing number of vehicles. During peak hours, traffic sometimes 
backs up all the way to the beginning of the off-ramp.  This is creating a 
                              potentially dangerous situation. 

                        Caltrans engineers designed a plan to relieve the congestion and reduce the

                        threat of accidents. The off-ramp will be widened from one lane to two.  At

                        the bottom of the ramp, an additional turning lane will be added, bringing the

                        number from three to four.    
                        The engineers gave much thought to the aesthetics of the design. This interchange

                        is regarded by many as the gateway to the towns of Mill Valley, Tiburon, and 

                        several other towns.  
The Design:    Here is a bird’s eye view of how it will look:
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Proposed Improvements


The existing single ramp will be widened to hold two.  At the bottom of the ramp, there 
are, currently, three turning lanes:  One to turn right, one to turn left, and one for either 

direction.   When this project is finished, the three turning lanes will be replaced by four,

two for each direction.

By law, there must be some sort of barrier between a freeway and the adjacent properties.  
Currently, there is a chain link fence dividing the two.  This project will replace the fence

with a solid wall.  In order to blend in with the surrounding terrain, the wall will be

painted an earth-tone brown, and will have vines planted at its base.

In addition to the fence, there are also 324 trees separating the freeway from the adjoining
Properties.  Unfortunately, these trees must be removed to accommodate the widening. 

However, once the project is finished, the area will be thoroughly re-landscaped with a

mix of native trees and shrubs.   

Construction Schedule
                     The pre-construction work will begin on Wednesday, February, 2007, with

                         the removal of the trees.    To ensure the safety of both the workers and drivers, 
                         the ramp must be closed during the work hours.   The ramp closure hours are

                         5 p.m. to midnight, Monday through Friday.  The work is expected to last about

                         three weeks.

                         With the southbound ramps closed, drivers are advised to proceed south on 

                         Highway 101 to the Highway 1/Shoreline Highway exit.  There, they can

                         turn around, proceed north, and take the northbound East Blithedale exit.

                         Click Here to download a map                     
                         The actual construction process is tentatively scheduled to begin in mid-April.

                         As soon as construction begins, there will be regular updates on this page.

