Chapter 3. Comments and Coordination

Early and continuing coordination with the general public and appropriate public
agencies is an essential part of the environmental process to determine the scope of
environmental documentation, the level of analysis, potential impacts and mitigation
measures and related environmental requirements. Agency consultation and public
participation for this project have been accomplished through a variety of formal and
informal methods, including project development team meetings, interagency
coordination meetings, written correspondence and public information meetings held
in the Lake Tahoe Area. This chapter summarizes the results of Caltrans’ efforts to
fully identify, address and resolve project-related issues through early and continuing
coordination. After public circulation of this document, any comments will be
included in this section and reflected in the Final Environmental Document.

This section describes the consultation and coordination conducted during the
environmental review of the project. The improvements proposed for this segment of
US 50 were included as elements of the Draft Program EIR, described below, that
initiated the consultation and coordination process for this project.

3.1. Consultation and Coordination Performed for the
Program EIR

Water quality improvements for three segments of US 50—including Segment 2, the
subject of this report—and five segments of SR 89 were first defined in the Project
Study Reports (PSRs) for US 50 and SR 89 (Caltrans 2003a, 2003b). Development of
the PSRs included initial coordination with the TRPA and LRWQCB with regard to
potentially acceptable designs that would meet the water quality requirements
mandated for these highways. The work involved joint agency field reviews that
resulted in water quality and roadway improvements that were added, eliminated, or
relocated to better fit the existing field conditions.

The PSRs were circulated to the TRPA and LRWQCB for review and comment. The
Caltrans Lake Tahoe Basin Environmental Improvement Program Delivery Plan
(Caltrans 2005b) was provided to stakeholders in the Tahoe Basin including TRPA
and LRWQCB. In addition, the Caltrans Tahoe Basin Team, which includes Caltrans,
TRPA, and LRWQCB representatives, met and coordinated on issues common to the
planning, design, construction, and maintenance activities related to the proposed
Caltrans projects in the Lake Tahoe Basin. Caltrans staff also participated in monthly
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meetings with TRPA to provide input and answer questions on the overall EIP
projects. Field reviews with TRPA and LRWQCB staff were conducted on specific
segments to illustrate and discuss proposed water quality treatment options.

A Draft Program EIR was prepared to address the eight segments of US 50 and SR 89
defined in the PSRs, including US 50 Segment 2. The Draft Program EIR noted that
additional review would be performed for each segment of the project as it is advanced in
design. A number of public and agency notice and review steps were completed for the
Draft Program EIR. A Notice of Preparation describing the project and planned studies
for the EIR was filed with the State Clearinghouse, and comments were received® that
requested or recommended studies, records, and field review; consultation for cultural
resources; and evaluation of biological habitat and potential impacts to fish, wildlife,
threatened and endangered species, and water quality. These studies were performed for
both the Draft Program EIR and this Initial Study (1S) for US 50 Segment 2.

The Draft Program EIR was issued for review in June 2007, and a public meeting was
held to receive comments on the document. Comments on the Program EIR that
pertain to US 50 Segment 2 were considered in the preparation of this IS.

3.2. Public Participation and Coordination

The mailing list developed for the Draft Program EIR was updated and used for
public notification of the availability of this IS. The distribution list is included in
Chapter 5.

Copies of this IS were made available for review and comment at the following
locations:

Caltrans North Region Office of Environmental Management
2800 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833

Caltrans District 3 Office
703 B Street
Marysville, CA 95901

El Dorado County Public Library
South Lake Tahoe Branch

® The Program EIR includes copies of all comments and consultation received, and is incorporated by
reference.
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1000 Rufus Allen Blvd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

In addition, this IS was posted on the World Wide Web for public review at
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist3/departments/envinternet/envdoc.htm.
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The Initial Study and its supporting studies were prepared by a multidisciplinary team
of environmental and engineering specialists.

Caltrans
The following individuals were involved in management, oversight, and review of the
IS and its technical reports.

Jody Brown Project Management
Christopher Carlton Project Management

Julia Green Archaeological Resources
Gail St. John Architectural History

Michele Lukkarila Natural Environment and Wetlands
Barbara Procissi Visual Resources

Sharon Tang Air Quality

Ben Tam Noise

Steve Gaytan TRPA Liaison

Anand Maganti Water Quality

Andrew Agustinovich Community Impacts/Land Use
Rajive Chadha Hazardous Materials

Consultant Team
The following consultant team members were responsible for the preparation of the
IS and its technical reports.

URS Corporation
David Fee Project Management, Environmental Document
Coordination
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Sarah La Belle Air Quality, Environmental Document Preparation and
Review, TRPA issues, Community Impacts/Land Use

Christine Michalczuk Archaeological Resources

David Halsing Water Quality and Storm Water Runoff
Dina Robertson Wetlands and Natural Resources

Todd Lemein Wetlands and Natural Resources

Derek Jensen Natural Resources/Wildlife

Lynn Mclntyre Technical Editing, Document Preparation
Deborah Fournier Word Processing

Condor Country Consulting
Sean Dexter Archaeological resources survey and input to the ASR

lllingworth & Rodkin
Michael Thill Noise Assessment Technical Report

JRP Historical Consulting
Chris McMorris Historical Resources Technical Report

Steve Wee Historical Resources Technical Report
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Distribution List

The following agencies, organizations, and individuals received copies of this

document or were notified of its availability.

Federal Agencies and Tribal
Representatives

Federal Highway Administration
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 4-100
Sacramento, CA 95814

National Marine Fisheries Service
650 Capital Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch

1325 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

U.S. Department of Interior
Office of Environmental Policy
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20585

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation
Service

430 G Street, #4164

Davis, CA 95616-4164

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825-1846

USDA Forest Service

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
35 College Drive

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

* Agency will receive document through State Clearinghouse.

Washoe Tribe of CA & NV
919 Highway 395 South
Gardnerville, NV 89410

Lake Tahoe Basin Federal Advisory
Commission (LRFAC)

Ms. A. Rochelle Nason:
Environmental

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
35 College Drive

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

State Agencies

Executive Director

Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse

1400 Tenth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of
Conservation*

801 K Street, MS 24-01
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Fish and
Game*

District 2: North Central Region
1707 Nimbus Road

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection*
Sacramento Headquarters
1416 Ninth Street

P.O. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA 94244
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Office of Historic Preservation*
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1442
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Parks and

Recreation

Resources Management Division
P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296

California Department of Water
Resources*

Reclamation Board

1416 Ninth Street, Room 1601
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Water
Resources*

Environmental Services Office
3251 S Street, Room 111
Sacramento, CA 95816

California Highway Patrol*
Office of Special Projects
2555 1st Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95818

California Office of Emergency
Services*

3650 Schriever Avenue
Mather, CA 95655

California Resources Agency*
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of General
Services*

Environmental Services Section
1325 J Street, Suite 1910
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Air Resources Board*
Transportation Projects

1102 Q Street

Sacramento, CA 95812

* Agency will receive document through State Clearinghouse.

California State Water Resources
Control Board*

Division of Water Quality

P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812

California Department of Toxic
Substances Control*

700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200
Berkeley, CA 94710

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-29
Sacramento, CA 95814

Native American Heritage
Commission*

915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814

Public Utilities Commission*
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

California State Lands Commission*

100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825

Regional Agencies

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
P.O. Box 5310
Stateline, NV 89449

Lahontan Regional Water Quality
Control Board*

2501 Lake Tahoe Blvd.

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Local Agencies and
Organizations

City of South Lake Tahoe
Administrative Center

1901 Airport Rd. Suite 206
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
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South Lake Tahoe Public Library
1000 Rufus Allen Blvd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

California-Tahoe Conservancy
1061 Third Street
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205
Auburn, CA 95603

California Conservation Corps
1949 Apache Ave
Meyers, CA 96150

El Dorado County Board of
Supervisors

330 Fair Lane

Placerville, CA 95667

El Dorado County Parks and
Recreation Commission
Jordan Postlewait

3000 Fairlane Court, Ste 1
Placerville, CA 95667

Lake Tahoe Unified School District

Superintendent
1021 Al Tahoe Blvad.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151

Lake Tahoe Community College
Board

One College Drive

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Tahoe Heritage Foundation
P.O. Box 8586
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158

Tahoe Sierra Preservation Council
3000 North Lake Blvd.
Tahoe City, CA 96145

League to Save Lake Tahoe
Rochelle Nason, Exec. Director
955 Emerald Bay Rd

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Sierra Nevada Alliance
P.O. Box 7989
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158

Tahoe Area Sierra Club
P.O. Box 16936
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Tahoe Chapter California Native Plant
Society

P.O. Box 580

Tahoma, CA 96142

Tahoe Rim Trail Association
948 Incline Way
Incline Village, NV 89451

Lahontan Audubon Society
P.O. Box 2304
Reno, Nevada 89505

El Dorado County Library
Library Director

345 Fair Lane

Placerville, CA 95667

Placerville Mountain Democrat
1360 Broadway, PO Box 1088
Placerville, CA 95667

South Tahoe Newspaper Agency
P.O. Box 10437
South Lake Tahoe, CA 95705

Tahoe Daily Tribune
3079 Harrison Avenue
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150

Tahoe Mountain News
PO Box 8974
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158
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Federal Elected Officials

Honorable Barbara Boxer

United States Senator

1700 Montgomery Street, Suite 240
San Francisco, CA 94111

Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

One Post Street, Suite 2450
San Francisco, CA 94104

John T. Doolittle

4th District, United States
Representative

4230 Douglas Blvd., Suite 200
Granite Bay, CA 95746

State Elected Officials

Dave Cox

1st District, California State Senate
State Capitol, Room 2068
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ted Gaines

California State Assembly, 4th District
1700 Eureka Road, Suite 160
Roseville, CA 95661
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