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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CALTRANS TO CONDUCT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
ORTEGA HIGHWAY PROJECT IN SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO

-Notice of Preparation first step in the EIR Process-

Irvine – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is preparing a Notice of

Preparation (NOP), the first step to preparing an Environmental Impact Report, on the

State Route 74 Lower Ortega Widening Project in the city of San Juan Capistrano.

An Initial Study/Initial Assessment was originally prepared for this project.  Under the

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), when mitigation measures are included to

a point where clearly those impacts would be avoided, then an Initial Study is

appropriate.  The Study provided preliminary conclusions Caltrans took to the public for

their input and comment. In July 2007, a community open house was conducted to

share those conclusions with the public and to seek comments and ideas regarding the

alternatives presented in the Study.  Caltrans received nearly 150 comments.

Due to the nature of the comments collected after the Initial Study was released and in

accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines and after

analyzing those comments, Caltrans view is that there were enough substantive issues

raised in the public’s comments to warrant the preparation of an environmental impact

report.
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“The environmental process works”, said Cindy Quon, District Director of Caltrans Irvine

Office. “Caltrans goal is to develop projects that are consistent with improving mobility

while at the same time protecting California's resources and complying with the spirit

and letter of the laws that protect those resources.  In addition, the public’s participation

in the process was vital to ensuring their concerns were addressed.”

The Notice of Preparation (NOP) is the first step in the EIR Process.  The purpose of

the NOP is to obtain early comments on the environmental issues to be addressed in

the EIR, from the public and responsible agencies.  The NOP requires that interested

parties submit their comments to Caltrans within 30 days of receipt.

Relieving traffic congestion and improving traffic flow is critical to ensuring this

interregional east-west corridor between Riverside and Orange County is operating at

optimum conditions.  With anticipated planned growth and development in the

surrounding areas, traffic congestion will have a significant impact to Route 74.   The

Project proposes to improve traffic circulation on Ortega Highway through a one-mile

section of the highway from two to four lanes, from Calle Entradero to the City/County

limits near Avenida Siega.
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