
State of California • Department of Transportation 
 

NEWS RELEASE 

                                 

 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Today’s Date: July 26, 2013  
District:  12 – Orange County 
Contact:  Elizabeth Philippon     
Phone:  (949) 724-2000  
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

 
 

NIGHT TIME DEMOLITION OF ORTEGA HIGHWAY BRIDGE 
 Friday, August 2 through Sunday, August 4, 2013  

 
San Juan Capistrano – Crews will perform night time work to demolish the south half 
of the Ortega Highway overcrossing of the I-5 freeway. The demolition work will take 
place starting Friday, August 2 at 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.  Work will resume on Saturday 
August 3, at 11 p.m. and conclude at 7 a.m. on Sunday, August 4, 2013.   
 
To complete this work and ensure public safety, the following night time closures will 
include: 
 

• SR-74, the Ortega Highway bridge over the I-5 freeway. 
• Mainline closure of the Northbound I-5 at Ortega Highway.  Lane closures will  

begin at  Camino Capistrano, with traffic being diverted to the Ortega Highway off-ramp.  
Motorists will re-enter the I-5 freeway at the N/B Ortega Highway on-ramp.   

• Mainline closure of the Southbound I-5 freeway.  Lane closures will begin at  
Junipero Serra Road, with traffic being diverted to the Ortega Highway off-ramp.  
Motorists will re-enter the I-5 freeway at the S/B Ortega Highway on-ramp.   

• Pedestrian walkway across the I-5 freeway at SR-74, on the Ortega Highway bridge 
will also be closed during the demolition process. 

This activity will take place over two consecutive nights, with crews demolishing one 
portion of the south half of the bridge one night, and the remaining portion the second 
night.  While most of the work is expected to be completed within two nights, demolition 
activities may carry over into the next weekend if necessary.  
 
Please visit www.ortega.dot.ca.gov and click on “Construction Updates” for 
recommended detours. 
 
 
Disclaimer:  Due to unforeseen operational factors or inclement weather, these times and dates may change.   
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