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General Information

General Information About the Document

What Is In This Document

The Department of Transportation (Department) has prepared this Initial Study (IS), which
examines the potential environmental impacts of the proposed project — widening of State Route
74 (SR-74) from two lanes to four lanes from Calle Entradero to the City of San Juan
Capistrano/County of Orange limits — located in the City of San Juan Capistrano, Orange
County, California. The document describes: why the project is being proposed; alternatives for
the project; the existing environment that could be affected by the project; the potential impacts
from each of the alternatives; and the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation

measures.
What You Should Do

e Please read this Initial Study. Copies of this document as well as the technical studies are

available for review at:

Caltrans District 12

3337 Michelson Drive, Suite 100

Irvine, California 92612

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist12/pdf previews/74 widening_project.pdf

City of San Juan Capistrano

Planning Services Department

32400 Paseo Adelanto

San Juan Capistrano, California 92675

San Juan Capistrano Regional Library
31495 El Camino Real
San Juan Capistrano, California 92675

e Attend the public meeting.

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

6 PM to 8 PM

Marco F. Forster Middle School
25601 Camino Del Avion

San Juan Capistrano CA 92675



General Information

e We welcome your comments. If you have any comments regarding the proposed project,
please attend the public meeting and/or send your written comments to the Department by the

deadline.
e Submit comments via postal mail to:

Department of Transportation

Environmental Planning

Smita Deshpande, Environmental Branch Chief
Attention: Iffat Qamar

3337 Michelson Drive, #380

Irvine, California 92612

e Submit comments via email to: lower74 DI12@dot.ca.gov

e Submit comments by the deadline: August 9, 2007
What Happens Next

After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies, the Department may: 1)
give environmental approval to the proposed project; 2) undertake additional environmental
studies; or (3) abandon the project. If the project is given environmental approval and funding is

appropriated, the Department could design and construct all or part of the project.

For individuals with sensory disabilities, this document can be made available in Braille, large
print, on audiocassette, or on computer disk. To obtain a copy in one of these alternate formats,
please write to Department of Transportation, Attn: Iffat Oamar, Environmental Planning, 3337
Michelson Dr. #380, Irvine, California 92612; call Dana Privitt at 714-444-9199, or use the
California Relay Service TTY number, 800-735-2886.
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PROPOSED MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code

Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (the Department) proposes to widen State Route 74
(SR-74) from two lanes to four through lanes from Calle Entradero [Kilopost (KP) 1.7/Postmile
(PM) 1.0] in the City of San Juan Capistrano (City) to the City /Orange County line (KP
3.0/PM 1.9). The existing SR-74 alignment consists of four through lanes from Interstate 5 (I-5) to
approximately 330 feet (ft.) [100 meters (m)] east of Calle Entradero where it transitions to two

through lanes.
The project is needed in this area for the following reasons:

e To relieve traffic congestion and improve the flow of traffic on SR-74.
e To accommodate planned growth and development in the surrounding areas.
e To provide improvements consistent with local planning documents.

Determination

This proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is included to give notice to interested
agencies and the public that it is the Department’s intent to adopt an MND for this project. This
does not mean that the Department’s decision regarding the project is final. This MND is subject to
modification based on comments received by interested agencies and the public.

The Department has prepared an Initial Study for this project and, pending public review, expects to
determine from this Initial Study that the proposed project would not have a significant effect on the
environment for the following reasons:

e The proposed project would have no affect on coastal resources, environmental justice,
farmlands/timberlands, hazardous waste/materials, growth, hydrology and floodplain, land
use, and mineral resources.

e In addition, with mitigation implementation, the proposed project would have no significant
adverse effects on aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, community resources, cultural
resources, geology/soils, water quality, noise, public services, and transportation/traffic
because the recommended mitigation measures would reduce potential effects to less than
significant levels.

Cindy Quon Date
District Director
California Department of Transportation, District 12
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