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We can have a strong economy and a
healthy environment
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Recent public opinion research by The San Diego Foundation, a local nonprofit
organization encouraging, supporting and facilitating meaningful dialogue on issues
affecting our region’s communities, indicates strong support for regional leaders to plan
for and address the impacts of climate change on our quality of life. This support by 72
percent of voters spreads across demographic lines, including conservative and liberal,
young and old, new and longtime citizens. Additionally, 77 percent of voters believe
actions taken now could lead to a stronger economy and more clean energy and clean
technology jobs — something at the forefront of everyone’s mind — while sustaining our
clean environment.

According to the research, voters believe addressing global warming would create real
jobs for real people in San Diego County, including expanding renewable energy and
technology. In fact, only 14 percent thought actions to address climate change would
result in fewer jobs. That’s why organizations like CleanTECH San Diego, a nonprofit
including leaders in business, finance, government and academia, is committed to
accelerate the San Diego region as a world leader in clean technology.

Regionally, we have a history of community pride and protection of our clean air and
water, natural resources and quality of life. But we face challenges from climate change
impacts on our clean air and water, natural lands and the health and well-being of our
people and future generations. The threat of dwindling local water supplies, increased fire
risks, threats to air quality and human health, and the loss of jobs could significantly
change the way we live, work, travel and play throughout our region.

According to the American Lung Association in California, over a quarter million adults
and children in San Diego County suffer from asthma, and high smog levels trigger more
frequent and severe attacks. Using cleaner, renewable energy and offering alternatives to
driving and shortening commutes will help make families healthier.
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Even among skeptics, there’s good reason to support thoughtful planning for our
community, whether it’s water use, air quality or where and how we build housing. We
can be smart about how we lead our region.

San Diego’s approach to thoughtful, collaborative planning was endorsed recently by the
California Air Resources Board (CARB), which oversees a statewide program to cut
greenhouse gas emissions. The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) is
developing a regional plan to reduce air pollution, promote shorter commutes and
conserve open space. SANDAG’s goal was unanimously endorsed by CARB. This will
help clean our air, provide residents with more housing and transportation options, and
help revitalize our economy. We encourage this work at SANDAG, collaborating with
the development community, to show others how a region can lead by achieving
affordable, economically sound, real-world planning while addressing real-world threats.

In fact, with nearly eight in 10 of those surveyed believing we can have a clean and
healthy environment and a strong economy without having to choose one over the other,
the responsibility of leadership is on our shoulders. Though this statistic is similar to
other research throughout our state, the importance of this recent research is our citizens
continue to believe this despite an economy that has challenged each and every one of us
as never before in most of our lifetimes.

Those surveyed also want the region to take a statewide leadership position in dealing
with these issues. This support again cuts across many demographic groups, including
majorities of Republicans, Democrats, independents, moderates and liberals, and voters
of every level of education, ethnic background, age group and income level. Their civic
pride in making the San Diego region the best has made San Diego such a great place to
live, work and play.

So, it’s our time to lead.

That’s why, working together and investing today, organizations like The San Diego
Foundation, CleanTECH and the American Lung Association in California, along with
local government, business, developers, academia and the community, can create more
jobs, sustain a strong economy and have a healthy environment.

Together, we can sustain our health and quality of life, our clean air and water, and enjoy
a vibrant, growing economy, not just for today, but for our children, and all future
generations.

Kelly is president and CEO of The San Diego Foundation. Warner is president and CEO
of the American Lung Association in California. Waring is chairman of CleanTECH San
Diego.



