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Caltrans Update:  Laurie Berman 

State budget passed.   

I-15, 9-day closure – went well.  The inconvenience of the increased trip time showed the 
benefits of the having the express lanes.  I-15 will be opening a year ahead of schedule and on 
budget. 

Safety – we recently had 3 employees killed in the line of duty over a 48 day period with an 
addition of one Construction contractor that was struck while working and died late this week.  
Caltrans launched a new statewide media campaign Monday, July 11, featuring the "Move 
Over" law, which tells drivers they must move over if safe to do so, or slow down when they see 
amber flashing lights on Caltrans vehicles. We are partnering with CHP, DMV and the California 
Office of Traffic Safety to get this important safety message out.  We will email the link to the 
committee. 

<<Presentation given on “Caltrans and Complete Streets”>> Seth Cutter, District 11 Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Coordinator 

Presentation will be posted on the CEAL website.  Seth presented the background, policies, 
action plan, and examples of Complete Streets. 

Question asked regarding the argument of Accommodating vs Encouraging bike/ped traffic. 

• In the I-5 design, there is configuration to allow for greater access for bike/ped – easier 
for people to gain access under freeway structures. 

• Caltrans makes efforts to raise awareness to motorists for the high volume areas where 
bike/ped have access 

Muggs Stoll mentioned the May 2010 Regional Bike Plan where the SANDAG is looking for 
opportunities to encourage bike/ped usage.  The funds from Transnet for Bike/Ped design has 
increased 4-5 times from 1988.  This gives funding to update the transportation model for non-
motorized transportation.  SANDAG has great opportunity to implement the Complete Streets 
plan. 

Bill Figge – we start our project designs with bike/ped in mind.  We don’t preclude them from 
the design.  We take the Complete Streets Implementation Plan very seriously. 

Question asked if Pedestrians are allowed to use bike paths for walking and wheelchairs. 
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• Yes, but not designed specifically for them.  Mopeds are prohibited, motorized 
wheelchairs are not excluded. 

Question asked if you have to have a license for your bike. 

• Yes, SDSU and USCD have units that process the license requests. 
• Andy Hanshaw – appreciates the collaboration of all the different agencies in bike 

planning.  A huge part of the bike planning is education and teaching the public on how 
to ride correctly and properly.  Intercity riding is a huge issue and they need to be 
educated. 

• City of Oceanside had a Bike Rodeo program designed to education children. 

Muggs Stoll – The SANDAG Regional Bike Plan has an education component.  The SANDAG 
Board asked for more detail and will be resubmitted and will include more discussion of Bike 
education. 

Mario Ignasci – suggested that the purpose of bike licenses and where to apply for one should 
be included on the Bike Map.  Also, would like to see that the 94/15 Bridge crossing by Chollas 
Park Creek have a bike crossing considered in its design.   

• Yes, Caltrans is working with the project design members with developing a bike facility 

<<Presentation given on the I-5 Preferred Alternative “North Coast Corridor”  A Better 
Environment for the Future”>> Allan Kosup, Deputy District Director Program/Project 
Management 

This is a major milestone for I-5.  This project crosses 6 cities, 6 lagoons.  Has 30% of all Goods 
Movement in San Diego, and 22% of San Diego jobs are located in this corridor. 

The preferred alternative is a 8+4 alignment with striped buffers.  This will accomplish the goals 
of the corridor while require the smallest footprint. 

I-5 is part of a federal project for environmental streamlining effort.  It escalates the process for 
agencies to work together.  We [Caltrans] meet monthly with other agencies, like the Coastal 
Commission, while working on the project.  We ask questions like, “Is there a problem?” “What 
are the objectives?” “Which alternatives?” etc.  We come to a consensus on what alternative to 
choose. 

Coastal access is a huge part of the project for bike/ped and making it friendlier by using class 1 
facility design.  We are looking at a systems analysis for bike/ped. 
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The North Coast Corridor is not only improvement I-5 improvements.  The Lossan Rail corridor 
is being double tracked to improve travel times.  One challenge is the Del Mar tunnel portion.   

 

Bill requested committee email topic suggestions/ideas to Denella Buchanan. 

Roundtable 

Carmen Sandoval requested information on Adopt-a-Highway program – Laurie will look for 
updated information, but wanted to let everyone know that we are still accepting applications. 

 


