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Today’s Date:       June 2, 2016 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

TRAFFIC ADVISORY 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF INTERSTATE 5 FROM 

           STATE ROUTE 33 TO STATE ROUTE 132 IN SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY 
 
San Joaquin County – The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is 
continuing its temporary closure of northbound and southbound Interstate 5 (I-5), from 
State Route 33 (SR-33) to SR-132, while it makes repairs to the roadway to ensure the 
safety of the traveling public. 
 
The estimated time of opening for northbound lanes on I-5 is Friday, June 3, at 5:00 
p.m., while southbound lanes are estimated to open Saturday, June 4, at 8:00 p.m. The 
detour is approximately six miles and drivers should expect 15 to 30 minute delays. 
 
Caltrans discovered a sinkhole on the shoulder of northbound I-5, just south of SR-33, 
on Tuesday, May 31, and closed the roadway at noon. The initial sinkhole was 1 foot 
wide by 10 feet deep, but crews were required to excavate the roadway while searching 
for the source of the void. 
 
An investigation determined that a hole in an abandoned irrigation culvert allowed soil to 
be displaced, producing the sinkhole under northbound I-5. Maintenance crews began 
removing the culvert, and that work continued as the pipe approached the southbound 
lanes.  
 
Southbound I-5 closed Wednesday, June 1, at 7:00 p.m. as crews began investigating 
those lanes for possible signs of failure. Caltrans decided to keep those southbound 
lanes closed so it could take core samples and determine the condition of the soil under 
the roadbed. 
 
Though drilling did not identify voids beneath the surface, the decision was made early 
Thursday, June 2, to excavate the southbound lanes and remove the remainder of the  
culvert. “Excavation and rebuilding the base of the road would be the only approach that 
would assure the safety of the traveling public,” the department’s geotech division said. 
 
Crews are currently working to remove the culvert, then will rebuild the base of the road 
before paving. The roadway will be inspected for safety before it is opened to the public. 
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This work is scheduled to begin as listed, but is subject to change due to traffic incidents, 
weather, availability of equipment and/ or materials and construction related issues. 
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For the safety of workers and other motorists, please Slow For the Cone Zone. 
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