6-1-05 8-Hour Ozone Central Mountain Counties 

Teleconference Meeting Notes


8-HOUR OZONE NON-ATTAINMENT – CENTRAL MOUNTAIN COUNTIES
Teleconference Meeting 
6-15-04 Minutes
Introductions
Everyone participated by conference call which included:
Dennis Wade – California Air Resource Board

Jean Mazur – Federal Highways

John Kelly – Environmental Protection Agency
Mike Brady – Caltrans HQ

Ken Baxter – Caltrans District 10 

Sally Rodeman – Caltrans District 10

John Gedney – Caltrans District 10

George Dondero – Calaveras Council of Governments

Par Ireland – Amador Regional Transit System

Scott Maas – ACTC and CCOG Project Manager

Jim Harris – Amador APCD

Lakhmir Grewal – Calaveras APCD

Nathan Atherstone – Calaveras Public Works Department

Conformity Needed
First project for conformity is the Angels Camp Bypass
Need to start regional conformity right now

Process involves:


Updated traffic models from Amador and Calaveras


Need preferred alignment of project


Need to do appropriate test (Build/No Build or Less than 2002 Base Year)

Need vehicle Travel Demand


Then Emissions Model

Build/No Build test OR Less than 2002 Base Year

Need to determine pluses and minuses for Build/No Build test vs. Less than 2002 Base Year
The process in subject to interagency consultation

Conformity Assumptions

EPA (John) needs to map out assumptions

After EPA completes assumptions, then set up meeting

FHWA Conformity Determination

FHWA needs 30 days for conformity determination for 8-hour ozone

Traffic Models

Up-to-date traffic models need to be submitted to Caltrans to start conformity analysis

CCOG completed their updated traffic model in February 04
CCOG will send traffic model information to Caltrans District 10

EMFAC

ARB recommends EMFAC as to appropriate emissions model, not DTIM

The new version of EMFAC burden is easier and has cut and paste
After much discussion between ARB and FHWA it was agreed to use EMFAC

Air Quality Web Page

A web page is going to be developed by Caltrans

MOA Enforceability

EPA needs legal to determine if the MOA has enforceability
Will the MOA meet Section 9105 requirements?

EPA will have legal determine if MOA is enforceable

ARB will ask Attorney General for opinion on enforceability

Unless EPA says NO, it is a go ahead with the MOA

Attainment Demonstration Plan

APCDs will prepare a Clean Air Plan and Transportation Conformity Plan

APCDs will seek assistance from ARB

Need ARB to approve the plan

It is the APCD responsibility to prepare the attainment demonstration plan

MOA Approvals
Public Notice is required for adopting the MOA

There was discussion on who has authority to sign the MOA

Each signatory agency will take the MOA to their boards and advertise the meeting to accept the MOA in advance of the meeting

CCOG and ACTC next meeting is on July 20th 
There is no CCOG meeting in August

Amador APCD meeting is on August 16th or August 23rd
County Public Works Department Transportation Projects

County Public Works Department projects require conformity determination if significant and using federal funds
Local funded projects do not require FHWA conformity determination

Subdivision development projects do not require conformity determination

A federally funded highway or significant transportation project will need to include the new subdivision impacts
It was agreed to have Caltrans/ARB review County Public Works 2005 transportation projects

Amador and Calaveras County Public Works Department list of 2005 transportation projects will be given to Sally by the next Monday
There is an exempt list that needs to go to the Counties

Isolated Rural vs. MPOs Requirements
Isolated Rural may be subject to conformity analysis different than MPOs

Caltrans (Mike) will investigate if there are differences for Isolated Rural vs. MPOs
Locally Funded Transportation Projects

Locally funded regionally significant projects need to be accounted for when there is a federally funded significant transportation project
Locally funded project may be subject to conformity if there is conformity lapse

All federally funded projects have to include locally funded and developer projects

Need clear guidance on conformity for developers
If a project is not on a state highway, then what is regionally significant?

Interagency Consultation MOA

The Interagency Consultation document is subject to process, not definitions

Corrections needed to the Interagency Consultation MOA were discussed
FHWA was concerned about at what point can a project move forward

Signing the MOA

In the past with planning documents the local agency signed first
It was agreed to have the local agencies sign first then State and Federal agencies

ARB was not sure how or who at ARB would the document

FHWA not sure if they will sign the document

EPA may not sign the document

Next Meeting

A meeting is needed before June 15th if there are any regionally significant County Public Works projects that will require consultation for possible emission analysis
If there are no County Public Works projects that require consultation, then the next meeting will be in approximately one month
Everyone is to submit 3 dates after June 15th to Sally for the next teleconference meeting 

Action Items
After the teleconference, the following action items were developed:

· EPA (John Kelly) needs to map out assumptions

· ACTC and CCOG (Scott Maas) needs to send their traffic model information to Caltrans (John Gedney)

· EPA (John Kelly) will have Legal determine if the Interagency Consultation MOA is enforceable
· ARB (Dennis Wade) will have Attorney General determine if Interagency Consultation MOA is enforceable

· Amador and Calaveras Public Works Departments (Scott Maas) will submit 2005 construction projects to Caltrans (Sally Rodeman) by Monday, June 6th
· Caltrans (Mike Brady) will determine if there are requirements differences between Isolated Rural and MPOs

· Caltrans (Sally Rodeman) will determine if a teleconference is needed prior to June 15th to determine if any County Public Works projects require consultation

· All agencies (Everyone) will submit 3 dates for next teleconference meeting after June 15th 

· Caltrans (Sally Rodeman) will notify everyone of next teleconference meeting
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