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Section 1. Introduction 
1.1 Purpose of the Coordination Plan 

Section 6002 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for 

Users (SAFETEA-LU 6002) requires the lead agencies to establish a plan for coordinating public 

and agency involvement during environmental review process. 

This Coordination Plan is intended to define the process by which the Californian Department of 

Transportation (Caltrans) will communicate information about the North County Corridor 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to the participating and cooperating agencies and the 

public. The plan also identifies how input from agencies and the public will be solicited and 

considered.  

The purpose of the SAFETEA-LU 6002 coordination plan is to facilitate and document the lead 

agencies’ structured interaction with the public and other agencies and to inform the public and 

other agencies of how the coordination plan will be accomplished. The coordination plan is meant 

to promote and efficient and streamlined process and good project management through 

coordination, scheduling, and early resolution of issues.  

This coordination plan will: 

 Indentify the early coordination efforts; 

 Indentify participating and cooperating agencies to be involved in agency 

coordination; 

 Establish the timing and form agency involvement in defining the project’s 

purpose and need and study area, the range of alternatives to be investigated, 

and methods and data reports, as well as reviewing the draft EIS and the 

selection of the preferred alternative and mitigation strategies. 

 Establish the timing and form for public opportunities to be involved in defining 

the project’s purpose and need and study area and the range of alternatives to 

be investigated, providing input on issues of concern and environmental features, 

and commenting on the findings presented in the draft EIS. 

 Describe the communication methods that will be implemented to inform the 

community about the project. 

1.2 Project Background and Description 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), in cooperation with the North 

County Corridor (NCC) Transportation Expressway Authority (Authority), proposes to select 

and preserve a transportation corridor in which a future multi-lane freeway/ expressway 

facility would be constructed to eventually replace existing State Route 108.  The NCC is in 

northern Stanislaus County, and would begin at State Route 99 adjacent to the community 
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of Salida on the west and would extend to State Route 108/120 east of the City of Oakdale 

(see Figure 1 - Vicinity Map).   In 2010, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) 

approved the route adoption for a new SR 108 between McHenry Avenue and SR 108/120 

east of the City of Oakdale.  The route adoption included CTC consideration of a program-

level EIR that established a preferred corridor for a future SR 108. 

The environmental document for this project will serve two purposes; one is to gain approval for a 

build segment somewhere between McHenry and SR 108/120 (the limits have yet to be 

determined), the second is to establish a plan-line for preservation of a new alignment from 

McHenry to State Route 99. If this segment ends up being a State Route then the environmental 

document will also need to serve as approval for a Route Adoption for the relocation of State Route 

108 within this segment. The information presented and discussed within the environmental 

document will be at the project level.   

There will only be one Record of Decision, and one CEQA certification (Statement of Overriding 

Considerations) for the entire document, which will authorize two actions: 

1. A build segment with associated mitigation 
2. Preservation of a new alignment for either a local road or new state route (no mitigation 

associated with this action) 

Future build projects with require either re-evaluation or an amendment to the original EIR/EIS 

amendment and issuance of a new ROD and CEQA certification. 

The design level for the build segment will be at 60%, with the remainder of the project at 30% 

As part of the study, a Purpose and Need Statement is being developed and refined based on input 

from agencies and the public during the initial coordination/scoping period. The purpose of the 

project, as currently defined, is proposed to relocate State Route 108 with a freeway/expressway 

and is considered necessary to accommodate anticipated traffic growth in northern Stanislaus 

County, alleviate traffic on parallel roadways, accommodate multi-modal travel, provide 

interregional connectivity, and to provide for economic growth.   

In addition to an EIS, Caltrans anticipates that the following federal approvals and permits will be 

required for the project: a Biological Opinion from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service; 

approval of a PM 10 - PM2.5 Hot Spot Analysis by the Inter-Agency Consultation Committee; an Air 

Quality Conformity  determination from the Federal Highway Administration; Section 401, 402, and 

404 permits under the Clean Water Act; and a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor 

Type Projects from the United States Natural Resource Conservation Service. 



North County Corridor Project, Stanislaus County, CA  COORDINATION PLAN  

  December 20, 2010 Revised September 29, 2011 

SAFETEA-LU 6002 Coordination Plan Page 3  

 

Insert Figure 1 - Project Vicinity Map 
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Section 2. Lead/Cooperating/Participating Agencies 
2.1 List of Agencies, Roles, and Responsibilities 

The agencies below (except for the lead agency) have been invited by letter to participate in the 

North County Corridor project in the roles identified below. All participating and cooperating 

agencies will be responsible for the following.  

Agency Name Role Responsibilities

Federal and State 
Agencies 

  

Caltrans Lead Agency Manage the environmental review process; 
provide oversight of the NEPA process; provide 
oversight of the public & participating/ 
cooperating agency involvement; arbitrate and 
resolve issues 

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Sacramento) 

Participating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating : 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

As a Cooperating Agency : 
 permitting authority for Section 404 

permit  

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (Region 
9) 

Participating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 
(Accepted) 

As a Participating and Cooperating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 
 Responsible for compliance with the 

Clean Air Act 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(Region 8) 

Participating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 
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Agency Name Role Responsibilities

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

As a Cooperating Agency: 
 Issuance of Biological Opinion 

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 

Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

California Department of 
Fish & Game 

Participating Agency 
 (Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

As a Cooperating Agency: 
Permitting Authority Streambed Alteration 
Agreement; California Endangered Species Act 
compliance 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

 

Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 
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Agency Name Role Responsibilities

Regional Agencies   

San Joaquin Valley Air 
Quality Management 
District 

Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board 

Participating Agency 
(Declined) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

As a Cooperating Agency: 
Section 401 Water Quality Certification or 
waiver; Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan; 
NPDES permits; waste discharge permits 

Stanislaus Council of 
Governments 

Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

North County 
Transportation Expressway 
Authority (NCTEA) 

Participating Agency 
 (Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
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Agency Name Role Responsibilities

of permit/approval  
 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

 

Local Agencies   

Modesto Irrigation District  Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

Oakdale Irrigation District Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 
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City of Modesto Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

City of Riverbank Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

City of Oakdale Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission 

Participating Agency 
Cooperating Agency 
 (Accepted) 
 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 

As a Cooperating Agency: 
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Permitting Authority for Grade crossings, grade 
separations, systems safety 

Stanislaus County Participating Agency 
(Accepted) 
 

As a Participating Agency: 
Provide comments on: 

 Purpose and Need 
 Range of Alternatives 
 Methodologies 
 Level of detail for analysis of 

alternatives 
 Identification of issues that could 

substantially delay or prevent granting 
of permit/approval  

 Opportunities of collaboration 
 Mitigation measures 
 Adopt EIS 
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2.2 Agency Contact Information 

Agency contact information for each agency is provided below:  

Agency  Contact Person/Title/Address

Caltrans Gail Miller, Sr. Environmental Planner 
Department Of Transportation 
District 6 
2015 East Shields Avenue, Suite A-100 
Fresno, CA 93726-5428 

 
Tel: 559-243-8274 
gail_miller@dot.ca.gov 
 
Jesus Vargas, Project Manager 
1976 E. Charter Way/Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
P.O. Box 2048 
Stockton, CA 95205 
 
Tel: 209-948-7765 
jesus_vargas@dot.ca.gov 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 

Diane Holcomb 
State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
430 G. Street #4164 
Davis, CA 95616 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Leah Fisher   
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
Regulatory Division 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
Tel: 916-557-5100 
Leah.m.fisher@usace.army.mil 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Jen Schofield 
Wildlife Biologist, Caltrans Liaison 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Program 
San Joaquin Valley Branch 
2800 Cottage Way, RM W-2605  
Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
Tel: 916-414-6604 
Jen_Schofield@fws.gov 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Clifton Meek  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency REGION 9  
75 Hawthorne Street  
Mail Code: CED-2  
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Tel: 415-972-3370 
Meek.Clifton@epamail.epa.gov  
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Agency  Contact Person/Title/Address

California Department of Fish and Game Laura Peterson Diaz  
Environmental Scientist 
California Department of Fish and Game/Central Region 
1234 E. Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93710 
 
Tel: 559-243-4017, Ext. 225 
lpdiaz@dfg.ca.gov  

San Joaquin Valley Air Quality 
Management District 

Katy Linebach 
1990 E. Gettysburg Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93726-0244 
 
Tel: 559-230-6000 
FAX: 559-230-6061   

Modesto Irrigation District (MID) Allen Short, General Manager 
Modesto Irrigation District (MID) 
Street Address: 1231 11th Street 
 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4060 
Modesto, CA 95352-4060 
 
Contact:  Celia Aceves 
Tel: 209-526-7433 

Oakdale Irrigation (OID) Steve Knell.
District Engineer 
Oakdale Irrigation District 
1205 East F Street 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
 
Tel: 209-840-5537 
Email: srknell@oakdaleirrigation.com 

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission  Karen Frye 
SFPUC Bureau of Environmental Management 
1145 Market Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
 
Tel: 415-554-1652 
kfrye@sfwater.org 
 

Stanislaus Council of Governments  Carlos Yamzon 
STANCOG 
1111 I Street, Suite 308 
Modesto, CA 95354 

NCCTEA Laurie Barton 
Deputy Director – Engineering and Operations 
North County Corridor Transportation Expressway Authority 
1716 Morgan Road 
Modesto, CA 95358 



North County Corridor Project, Stanislaus County, CA  COORDINATION PLAN  

  December 20, 2010 Revised September 29, 2011 

SAFETEA-LU 6002 Coordination Plan Page 12  

Agency  Contact Person/Title/Address

City of Modesto Jeff Barnes 
Community and Economic Development Department 
City of Modesto 
1010 Tenth Street, Suite 3300 
P.O. Box 642 
Modesto, CA 95353 

City of Riverbank J.D. Hightower 
Riverbank Community Development Department 
6707 3rd Street 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

City of Oakdale Joe Leach 
City of Oakdale 
455 S. Fifth Avenue 
Oakdale, CA 95361 

Stanislaus County Matt Machado 
Stanislaus Co. Public Works 
1010 Tenth Street #3500 
Modesto, CA 95354 
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Section 3. Coordination Points and Responsibilities 
3.1 Coordination Points, Information Requirements and Responsibilities  

Key coordination points, including which agency is responsible for activities during that 

coordination point, are identified below, as well as the information required at each coordination 

point and who is responsible for transmitting that information. 

Communication between the agencies and Caltrans will be by means of electronic mail (e-mail).  

Hard copies and electronic versions of all meeting agendas and backup material will be provided 

to the agencies at least one week prior to the meeting when practicable.  For materials where 

Caltrans requires agency comment, electronic versions will be provided through the e-mail 

process.   Informal comments on first draft documents will be due two weeks from date of 

Caltrans submittal to the agencies.  Formal comments on all other draft documents will be due 30 

days from date of Caltrans submittal to agencies.  

In addition, an FTP site or other suitable electronic site will be established that will include 

oversize documents needed for agency review and other information related to the North County 

Corridor project.  Access to the FTP site or other electronic site will be made available to all 

agency members. 

 

Coordination Point Information “In” Agency 
Responsible 

Information “Out” Agency 
Responsible 

Notice of Intent EIS/EIR Send participating 
agencies a copy of the 
NOI; publish notice in 
newspaper; invite 
agencies and public to 
public scoping 
meetings 

Caltrans Comments on NOI All agencies 

Purpose and Need 
(30 day comment period 
for participating and 
cooperating agencies 
and public ) 

Provide participating 
agencies and public 
with draft purpose and 
need statement via 
letters; solicit 
comments; hold 
scoping meeting 

Caltrans Comments on Purpose 
and Need and issues of 
concern 

All 
participating 
and 
cooperating   
agencies and 
the public  

Range of Alternatives 
(30 day comment period 
for participating and 
cooperating agencies 
and public ) 
 

Provide participating 
agencies and public 
with information 
regarding alternatives 
being considered via 
letters; solicit 
comments; hold 
scoping meeting 

Caltrans Comments on 
Alternatives and issues 
of concern 

All  
participating 
and 
cooperating   
agencies and 
the public  

Impact assessment 
methodologies/level of 
detail required for 
analysis of alternatives 

Provide participating 
and cooperating 
agencies opportunity 
to collaborate the 

Caltrans Comments on impact 
analysis methodologies 

All 
participating 
and 
cooperating 
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Coordination Point Information “In” Agency 
Responsible 

Information “Out” Agency 
Responsible 

(30 day comment period 
for participating and 
cooperating agencies) 
 

development and 
review of the 
methodologies and 
level of detail required 
for the analysis of alter

agencies 

Socioeconomic and 
environmental impacts 
 

Identification of 
resources located 
within project area & 
general location of 
alternatives 

Caltrans Identification of any 
issues that could 
substantially delay 
permit approval 

All agencies 

Circulation of DEIS/DEIR 
(60 day comment period 
for participating and 
cooperating agencies) 
 

Provide participating 
agencies and public 
with opportunity to 
comment on 
DEIS/DEIR during 
public review period 

Caltrans Comment on DEIS/DEIR All agencies 

I.D. Preferred Alternative Identify preferred 
alternative based on 
several factors 

Caltrans Comment on preferred 
alternative 

All agencies 

Circulation of FEIS/FEIR 
 

Provide participating 
agencies and the 
public with copy of the 
FEIS/FEIR 

Caltrans Comment on FEIS/FEIR All agencies 

Issue ROD Defines the project 
scope and impacts 
mitigation program 

Caltrans/ 
FHWA 

ROD issued by FHWA; 
EIS/EIR certified by local 
lead agency 

Caltrans; 
FHWA; 
NCCTEA 
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Section 4. Project Schedule  
The Project Schedule includes the following key milestones and decision-making deadlines for 

each agency approval: 

Coordination Point Anticipated Date of 
Information “In” 

Agency 
Responsible 

Anticipated Date of 
Information “Out” 

Agency 
Responsible 

Notice of Intent EIS August 2010 Caltrans September 2010 (30 
days after transmittal) 

All agencies 

Purpose and Need October 2010-March 2011 Caltrans July 2011 All agencies 

Range of 
Alternatives 

November 2010- October 
2011 

Caltrans November 2011 All agencies 

Collaboration on 
impact assessment 
methodologies 

October 2011-March 2012 Caltrans March 2012 All agencies 

Socioeconomic 
and environmental 
impacts 

October 2011-March 2012 Caltrans March 2012 All agencies 

Circulation of DEIS October 2012-December 
2012 

Caltrans December 2012 All agencies 

I.D. Preferred 
Alternative 

December 2012  Caltrans December 2012 All agencies 

Circulation of FEIS November 2013 Caltrans November 2013 All agencies 

Issue ROD April 2014 Caltrans April 2014 Caltrans; 
FHWA; 
NCCTEA 

Issue Section 404 
Permit 

August 2014 Caltrans August 2014 USFWS 
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Section 5. Revision History 
Identify changes to the Coordination Plan.  Note:  If a schedule was included in the original 

coordination plan and it is the item that requires modification, concurrence on the schedule 

change is required only if the schedule is being shortened and then only from cooperating 

agencies, not all participating agencies. 

Version Date Name Description

1 
November 
15, 2010 

North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Provides information about the agencies 
involved in the 6002 coordination plan 
process. 

2 
December 1, 

2010 
North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Provides updated contact information under 
Section 1.2, Agency Contact Information 

3 
December 
20, 2010 

North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Provides updated information about agency 
roles and responsibilities 

4 
March 15, 

2011 
North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Clarifies due dates for submittals of various 
documents to agency 6002 members 

5 June 1, 2011 
North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Include Oakdale Irrigation District as 
participating agency and update contact.  
Move SFPUC to local agency, update 
contact.  Add new Caltrans project manager. 

6 
September 
29, 2011 

North County Corridor 6002 
Coordination Plan 

Update names, addresses, and schedule.  
Inserted vicinity map. 
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Section 6. Other Information  


