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INFORMATION SHEET
State Route 140 Ferguson Slide Restoration

Project in Mariposa County
November 28 & 29, 2007

Project The purpose of the project is to reopen and restore full access to the section of State Route 140, which was
Purpose: damaged by the Ferguson rockslide. Currently, motorists use a temporary bypase route to travel this portion
of State Route 140. Restoration of State Route 140 would eliminate inconvenient detours or extended
commute times for residents, businesses, and workers in the area. Restoration of the route would algo give
travelers a direct route to Yosemite National Park and other destinations along State Route 140. Three build
alternatives and one no-build alternative are being considered.

Project State Route 140 is a two-lane highway that begine at Interstate 5 on its western end and serves such cities and
Background: towng as Merced, Cathey’s Valley, Mariposa and El Portal before it ende at Yoremite National Park on its
eastern end. State Route 140 provides travelers year-round access to not only Yosemite National Park but
other recreational areas such as the San Luis and Kesterson National Wildlife Refuges, the Sierra National
Forest, and the Merced River. Since April 2006, rockelides have damaged and blocked State Route 140 in the
Merced River Canyon between Mariposa and El Portal. A State of Emergency was declared and a temporary
emergency detour wae constructed to reopen State Route 140 and bypass the rockslide.

Project The California Department of Transportation {Caltrans), as assigned by the Federal Highway Administration
Description: propose to permanently restore the section of State Route 140 that was damaged by the Ferguson rockelide.
The following alternatives are being congidered:

Alternative € Realign the highway to the northeast, spanning the Merced River and bypassing the
rockslide. The highway would cut through the mountain across from the rockslide and
then span back across the river where it would meet the existing alignment. Two bridges
would be constructed to cross the river. The highway would be constructed with two
12-foot lanes and 8 foot outside shoulders.

Alternative T Realign the highway to the northeast, spanning the Merced River and bypassing the
rockslide. The highway would tunnel through the mountain across from the rockslide and
then span back across the river where it would meet the existing alignment. Two bridges
would be constructed to cross the river. The highway would be constructed with two
12-foot lanes and 8 foot outside shoulders.

Alternative 8 Realign the highway to the northeast, spanning the Merced River with two bridges and
bypassing the rockeslide with a hill-side viaduct. The highway would be constructed with
two 12-foot lanes and 8 foot outside shoulders.

No Build State Route 140 would remain damaged and blocked by the rock slide. Temporary
bridges will remain in place. This alternative would not meet the Purpose {restore full
uge of SR 140} and Need (restore Safety, Security an Welfare of communities affected by
the glide} of the project.

Cost: Construction costs for the alternatives range from $33 million to $73 million.

F]J_Ild.illg Federally funded through the Major Damage Permanent Restoration Program.

Source:
Project Begin Congtruction: Summer 2008 or rooner
Timeline: Project Completed: Spring 2012 or sooner

For more information, please coRtact:
Juergen Vespermann, Senior Environmental Planner at (559) 243-8157, or email: juergen_vespermann@dot. ca.gov

or write to Juergen Vespermann, Caltrans, 2015 E. Shields Avenue, Suite 100, Fresno, CA 93726
Project Map on Back Gtnens
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