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BIKES AND MOTOR VEHICLES: 
SHARING THE ROAD SAFELY 

 
 
Eureka – Spring has arrived, and an increasing number of bicyclists are hitting the 
highways.  Caltrans wants to remind bicyclists and motorists that they need to share the 
road in a courteous, cautious, and attentive manner.  Safety is Caltrans number one 
goal, and the following tips will help keep both bicyclists and motorists safe on our 
highways. 
 
For bicyclists: Be sure your bicycle is safe to ride.  Wear a helmet for safety, even if 
you are over 18, and bright clothing for increased visibility to motorists.  Follow the 
same rules of the road that apply to motorists.  Ride defensively; expect motorists NOT 
to see you.  Ride a car door’s width away from parked cars.  Be especially cautious at 
intersections; they are where most collisions occur.  Always use lights at night – a white 
headlight and a red taillight.  Consider using flashing lights, front and back, in the 
daytime for increased visibility. 
 
For motorists: Remember that bicyclists have the same rights and responsibilities on 
the road as motorists.  When passing a bicyclist on a narrow road, wait until it is safe 
and you can give them at least 3 feet of space between your vehicle and their bicycle.  
Before making a right turn, be sure you are not turning in front of a bicyclist, and if there 
is a bike lane motorists are required to signal and merge into it before turning.  Be 
cautious when opening car doors. 
 
For everyone: Before traveling and during your trip, be sure to check current road 
conditions.   For  the  most current road information on all State highways,  please call 
1-800-427-7623 (1-800-GAS-ROAD), or visit www.dot.ca.gov. 
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