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SPRUCE POINT GETS SPRUCED UP! 
 
Eureka – January 30 was a beautiful day at the Spruce Point Vista Point off Route 101 
near Humboldt Hill south of Eureka in more ways than one.  Not only did the sun peek 
briefly through the clouds, a dedicated volunteer crew from Caltrans, the California 
Conservation Corps (CCC), the Larsen family, and SGI-USA Buddhism in Action spent 
the day landscaping the popular rest area and planting native plants in a beautification 
effort to benefit the community and honor the memory of a member of the Caltrans 
family. 
 
The vista point is dedicated to former Caltrans District Director Harold G. “Hal” Larsen, a 
community leader who served as the local head of the Division of Highways as it was 
then known from 1967 until his untimely death in 1972.  Director Larsen was 
instrumental in many highway projects now enjoyed by those who live in and travel 
through Humboldt County, especially the Humboldt Bay Bridges, the Arcata Freeway 
Bypass, and a number of improvements to Route 299.   
 
“Our family is thrilled and appreciative to see the vista point renovated with the new 
planting,” said Mari Wilson, daughter of Harold Larsen.  “I remember the speeches 
given at the dedication of the site telling how my father was a proponent of the 
development of the Humboldt Hill area. He would have been honored and our family will 
do it’s best to keep it looking nice through the Adopt-A-Highway program.” 
 
Native plants were chosen for this project to reduce maintenance, save watering costs, 
and enhance the environment.  These plants included Sitka spruce trees, red flowering 
currant, bearberry, and Douglas iris.  In addition, daffodils will now brighten the slope 
below the vista point for years to come. 
 
"I wish to thank all volunteers who helped make this project a success,” said Nita Brake-
Mills, Caltrans Adopt-A-Highway Coordinator.  “I tip my hat to the CCCs who work 
tirelessly assisting our community on projects that benefit everyone.  The teamwork on 
this project was tremendous!" 
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