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LITTER BUGS, BEWARE! 
LITTER REMOVAL AND ENFORCEMENT DAY 

 
Eureka - Caltrans, California Highway Patrol, and Keep California Beautiful joined 
forces in a statewide Litter Removal and Enforcement Day held on May 6.  Litter is an 
ongoing problem on State Highways.  Litter is not only ugly, it can lead to pollution.  Last 
year alone, Caltrans spent $57 million picking up trash on California State Highways.   
 
“Litter is a big issue, but we can all be a part of the solution,” said Charlie Fielder, 
Caltrans District 1 Director.  “Please hold on to your garbage until it can be disposed of 
properly.  If you use a truck to haul loads, tarp your load to keep it contained.” 
 
A primary source of litter is untarped truck loads.  Litter found on highways includes 
food wrappers, napkins, tires, magazines, motor oil and anti-freeze containers, and 
soda cans and other recyclables.   
 
“In 2008, more than 8,500 people were ticketed in California for littering.  Fines can be 
as much as $1,000, so keep trash in its proper place, not on our State Highways,” said 
Paul Dahlen, California Highway Patrol Public Information Officer. 
 
The dedicated volunteers who clean our State Highways are a big part of the litter 
solution.  In Caltrans District 1 (Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino, and Lake Counties), 
there are 320 Adopt-A-Highway groups made up of approximately 1,500 volunteers.  
For more information on the Caltrans Adopt-A-Highway program, please call Nita Brake-
Mills at 707-441-5761. 
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Note to media: for accompanying photos, please contact Julie East at 707-441-
3998 or Julie_East@dot.ca.gov.  
 


