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UPDATE ON LOLETA MEDIAN BARRIER PROJECT 
 
 
The Loleta Median Barrier Project is an important project that will improve safety on 
Route 101.  Due to great public interest in the project, Caltrans has developed these 
answers to frequently asked questions: 
 

Why is Caltrans installing a concrete barrier in some places, and a metal barrier 
in others? A concrete barrier is more durable, has lower long-term maintenance, and 
has a number of surface treatment options. However, metal beam guard rail (MBGR) is 
easier for animals to cross over and under, so it is being installed in areas where the 
California Department of Fish and Game has determined are large animal crossings. 
The concrete sections also have openings cast into them to allow small animals to pass 
through. The MBGR is also being placed in locations within the 100 year flood level to 
minimize impacts to the floodplain. 

Why does the concrete barrier look like rock? Caltrans takes aesthetics into account 
on all projects. Working with other agencies, and after considering several other 
finishes, the rock-like finish was chosen. 

Why is there a grass strip next to the barrier? Or, why aren't you paving next to 
the barrier? This was another choice Caltrans made while working with other agencies 
on the finish for the concrete barrier. The combination of the grass strip and rock-like 
concrete finish is a more context sensitive design that integrates into the surrounding 
environment. 
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Why are the inside (leftmost) traffic lanes closed 24 hours a day? Or, why can't 
the contractor close them during work hours only? There are a number of reasons 
why Caltrans designed the lane closure this way. 

• The first is worker safety. Working alongside moving traffic is a dangerous job. 
Setting up a lane closure puts workers very close to traffic. The public also tends 
to drive more slowly through an area that has a 24 hour lane closure, especially 
when the orange drums are used instead of cones.  

• The second is public safety. Fewer drivers are surprised by a 24 hour lane 
closure. Local drivers will tend to anticipate the taper area where the lanes are 
reduced and the traffic will flow more smoothly. And during non-work hours 
construction equipment stored in the median will be further away from traffic and 
less likely to be involved in a collision.  

• The third is efficiency and cost. Hours will be saved each day setting up and 
tearing down the lane closures. The contractor can work more hours per day on 
the actual project. This means the project can be completed sooner, and the 
public has unobstructed use of the road sooner.  

How long will the lanes be closed? It is anticipated the lanes will be closed through 
September, 2007, and the overall length of the lane closures will be shortened from 
approximately 8 miles to approximately 5 miles by mid-September 2007. 

Will this new median barrier block the view of Fernbridge? The median barrier near 
Fernbridge will be depressed below the highway to maintain the view of the Historic Eel 
River Bridge at Fernbridge. 

More information on the Loleta Median Barrier is available on the Caltrans website, 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist1/d1projects/loleta_median/, or by calling Julie East, Public 
Information Officer, at 707-441-3998. 
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