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1. UNDERTAKING DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

District │   County  │   Route  │    Kilometer Post/Post Mile           │ Expenditure Authorization 
 

01 HUM 254 K.P. 1.29-69.36/P.M. 0.80-43.10 430600 
 

 

Description: The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 1/North Region, 
proposes to upgrade four bridges along State Route (SR) 254 in Humboldt County, California 
(Figures 1 and 2a-c). The proposed project involves the following four bridges:  
 

Ohman Creek Bridge (Br. #04-0007), K.P. 1.42/P.M. 0.88 
Elk Creek Bridge (Br. #04-0008), K.P. 16.78/P.M. 10.43 
Bridge Creek Bridge (Br. #04-0009), K.P. 17.80/P.M. 10.80 
Bear Creek Bridge (Br. #04-0012), K.P. 69.23/P.M. 43.02 

 
The four bridges included in this project were identified in the Structure Replacement and 
Improvement Needs (STRAIN) Report as needing a rail upgrade. Proposed work consists of 
reconstructing bridge overhangs, upgrading existing bridge rails, upgrading existing guardrail 
and terminal sections, and placing crash cushions. The proposed bridge railing will be a modified 
Type 80 Railing. The new railings will increase existing 0.30 m (1.00 ft) shoulder widths along 
the bridges by 0.38 to 0.84 m (1.25-2.75 ft).  
 
The proposed does not involve any subsurface excavation or ground disturbance. All work will 
be performed from the existing bridge deck and any staging areas will be confined to the existing 
right-of-way (Figures 3a-d). The existing right-of-way through almost all bridge locations is 
15.24 m (50.00 ft) from the highway centerline. The right-of-way at the southwestern end of 
Bridge Creek Bridge and at the northwestern end of Ohman Creek Bridge extends to about 44.20 
m (145.00 ft) from the highway centerline. 
 
This project involves both federal and state funding and is, therefore, subject to review under the 
January 2004 Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway Administration, the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, 

and the California Department of Transportation Regarding Compliance with Section 106 of the 

National Historic Preservation Act, as it Pertains to the Administration of the Federally-Aided 

Highway Program in California (PA). 
 

 
2. AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS (APE) 

 

Description: The Area of Potential Effects (APE) was established through consultation between 
Richard Mullen (Caltrans Project Manager) and Jeff Haney (Caltrans Professionally Qualified 
Staff) on March 28, 2012 (Figures 3a-d). The APE, which follows guidelines of Attachment 3 of 
the PA, encompasses the area within which direct and indirect effects associated with the 
proposed highway project could cause alterations in the character or use of any historic property, 
if present. The APE includes portions of the existing right-of-way at each of the four bridges. 
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3. CONSULTING PARTIES/PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
  Local Historical Society/Historic Preservation Group:  
  Native American Group(s):  

Mr. Hawk Rosales, Executive Director, Inter-Tribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council 
Mr. Louis Hoalgin, Chairperson, Wailaki Tribe, Inc. 
Ms. Rhonda Hardy, Secretary, Eel  River Nation of Sovereign Wailaki 
Ms. Stephanie Britton, Natural Resources Department, Round Valley Reservation/Covela 
Indian Community 
Mr. Nick Angeloff, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Rohnerville Rancheria 
Ms. Briannon Fraley, THPO, Wiyot Tribe 
 Ms. Janet Eidness, THPO, Blue Lakes Rancheria 
Ms. Helene Rouvier, THPO, Wiyot Tribe 

  Local Government Preservation Office/Planning Department: 
  Public Information Meetings: 
  Other: California State Parks 
 
Results: Representatives of local Native American groups were contacted regarding any issues 
of concern related to the proposed project. These contacts, which were derived from (1) an 
updated list of Native American contacts provided by the Native American Heritage 
Commission and (2) established contacts provided by the District 1 Designated Native American 
Coordinator, consisted of letters (dated May 4, 2010 and March 15, 2011) and a series of follow-
up phone calls (Attachment 4). None of the contacts were aware of any sites within any of the 
bridge locations, but most requested notification if anything is found within the project areas. 
 
Caltrans staff consulted with Mr. Greg Collins, Associate State Archaeologist for California 
State Parks, North Coast Redwoods District, prior to the field survey because the proposed 
project (as originally designed) included Temporary Construction Easements that extended onto 
State Parks land. Per State Parks requirements, Caltrans archaeologists completed an Application 

and Permit to Conduct Archaeological Investigations/Collections (DPR 412a) before the field 
study.  
 
 

4. SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS 

 

  National Register of Historic Places   Year:  1979 & supplements to date 
  State Historic Resources Commission   Year:  1980 & supplements to date 
  California Inventory of Historic Resources  Year:  1976 & supplements to date 
  California Historical Landmarks    Year:  1995 & supplements to date 
  California Points of Historical Interest   Year:  1992 & supplements to date 
  Archaeological Site Records [Name(s) of Institution(s)]: 

North Coastal Information Center    Date: 05-29-09 
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   Native American Heritage Commission:   Date: 04-21-09 
   Other:  
 
Results: The records search area was delineated to identify all recorded archaeological sites and 
previous studies conducted within 0.40 km (0.25 mile) of the project area at each bridge. The 
records search revealed that areas surrounding two bridges (Bridge and Elk Creek) were 
previously surveyed, while the other two bridge locations are not within any previous survey 
limits. A number of previous studies in the general vicinity of the four bridges did not identify 
any archaeological sites or other cultural resources. The one exception is the Ohman Creek 
Bridge, which was recorded as a cultural resource itself in 2001 and assigned a Primary Number 
(P-12-00350-H).  
 
Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc. (Far Western), under contract with Caltrans, 
recently studied SR 254 as part of a cultural resources inventory for District 01 rural 
conventional highways. This inventory, which is being conducted as part of the Transportation 
Enhancement Act (TEA) planning project, included an intensive pedestrian survey of the 
existing right-of-way between K.P. 0.00 to 74.88 (P.M. 0.00-46.53). The survey, which was 
completed in 2009, did not identify any cultural resources. 
 
A record search of the sacred lands file of the Native American Heritage Commission did not 
indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources in the vicinity.   
 

 
5. PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED 

 
 
 Joan Fine, who meets the Professionally Qualified Staff Standards in Attachment 1 of the 

PA as an Architectural Historian, reviewed the project’s APE and confirmed that the only 
other properties present within the APE meet the criteria for Attachment 4 of the PA 
(Properties Exempt from Evaluation). 

 
 Bridges listed as Category 5 in the Caltrans Historic Highway Bridge Inventory 

(Attachment 3). 
 
 As assigned by FHWA, Caltrans has determined the following properties within the 

Project APE are not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Place 
(Attachment 2): 

 
Avenue of the Giants. SR 254, which is also called Avenue of the Giants, is a two-lane 
highway that passes through the Humboldt Redwoods State Park. The highway is 
approximately 51.50 km (32.00 miles) in length. SR 254 begins about 10.46 km (6.50 
miles) north of the town of Garberville, where it splits from U.S. Highway 101, and ends 
about 8.85 km (5.50 miles) south of the town of Scotia, where it reconnects to U.S. 
Highway 101. SR 254 was originally part of the Redwood Highway (initially designated 
as SR 1), which connected the cities of San Francisco and Eureka. The section of 
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highway that is now designated as SR 254 was completed by 1920 and continued to be 
improved until WWII. Improvements included straightening the alignment and widening 
lanes. The improved roadway surface consisted of oiled, crushed gravel. The highway 
designation was changed from SR 1 to U.S. Highway 101 in the 1930s. U.S. Highway 
101 was upgraded to freeway standards in the 1960s and it was at this time that the 
current alignment of SR 254 was bypassed by a new freeway alignment to the west.  
 
The design characteristics of SR 254 are typical of two-lane highways throughout 
California. The road is not distinctive for its design qualities and it does not represent 
important innovations in highway design or construction, either in its original 
construction or subsequent improvements (Criterion C). The Redwood Highway was the 
means of accessing the redwood groves during the 1920s when the Save-the-Redwoods 
League worked to create a string of redwood parks along the highway, but the road itself 
is not the significant property associated with any events important in history (Criterion 
A). Furthermore, the highway lacks integrity relative to the period of significance of the 
Save-the-Redwoods League and the creation of redwood parks. Avenue of the Giants 
does not meet National Register Criterion B. The highway has no association with 
important individuals in its original design and construction, or it subsequent 
maintenance and improvement. In addition, the highway has no direct, significant 
association with individuals who played an important role in the establishment of 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park.  

 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 

 
 Project Vicinity, Project Location, and Area of Potential Effects Maps (Figures 1, 2a-c, 

3a-d). 
 Archaeological Survey Report (ASR): Archaeological Survey Report for a Proposed 

Bridge Upgrade/Replacement Project along State Route 254, Humboldt County, 

California, 01-HUM-254, K.P. 1.29-69.36/P.M. 0.80-43.10, EA 01-430600; by Jeff 
Haney, Peer reviewed by Erin Dwyer, PQS: Principle Investigator—Prehistoric 
Archaeology, March 2012 (Attachment 1). 

 Historic Resources Evaluation Report (HRER): Historic Resources Evaluation Report for 

a Proposed Bridge Upgrade/Replacement Project along State Route 254, Humboldt 

County, California, 01-HUM-254, K.P. 1.29-69.36/P.M. 0.80-43.10, EA 01-430600; by 
Joan Fine and Andrew York, Peer reviewed by Gail St. John PQS: Principle 
Investigator—Prehistoric Archaeology, March 2012 (Attachment 2). 

 Archaeological Excavation Report (CARIDAP, XPI, PII, PIII):  
 California Historic Bridge Inventory Print-Out Sheet: (Attachment 3). 
 Other: Consultation Log (Attachment 4). 
 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 

 

Historic Resources Evaluation Report 













































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 3 

 

California Historic Bridge Inventory Print-Out Sheet 
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