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CALTRANS REMEMBERS THE FALLEN AT
WORKERS’ MEMORIAL EVENT

LOS ANGELES – California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) employees and
guests stood silently Wednesday at the Department’s annual Workers’ Memorial event
as the names of 32 workers killed on the job were read by their collegues.

The 32 workers recognized were from Caltrans District 7, covering Los Angeles and
Ventura Counties. Statewide, 170 workers have been killed since 1924, when the
Department began keeping records of such deaths.

“These decent, hard-working men and women went out to do their jobs one day and
never returned,” said District 7 Director Doug Failing. “Unfortunately, as long as there
are motorists who are inattentive, reckless, or impaired, our highway workers will
continue to be at risk.”

The ceremony is held both in memory of the fallen and also to bring awareness to the
severity of this safety issue.

Every year more than 1,000 people die in highway work zone crashes and more than
40,000 people are injured. Additionally, more highway workers are killed each year than
police and firefighters combined. As a result of these dangers, fines for speeding in
work zones have increased to $1,000 or more. In 2006, the California Highway Patrol
issued more than 2,200 work zone speeding tickets.

Such statistics are behind Caltrans “Slow for the Cone Zone” campaign, a social
marketing, public awareness effort that warns California motorists of the hazards
associated with driving recklessly through State highway work zones.


