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CALTRANS & CITY OF LOS ANGELES
ARE TAKING OUT THE TRASH!

LOS ANGELES - The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the City of
Los Angeles are teaming up to keep California and Los Angeles beautiful.  As part of the
Great California Cleanup, Caltrans and the City are sending a message that together, with
partnerships in the community, we can reduce litter and graffiti.

In Fiscal year 2006/2007, Caltrans spent over $62 million statewide to combat the litter
problem. According to Dan Freeman, Caltrans Deputy District Director, “By partnering with
the City of Los Angeles, we can set an example for other organizations and residents that
working together, we can win the battle against litter and graffiti.”   Rather than continually
spending  precious resources to combat litter and graffiti, people and organizations working
together will have a significant impact on this problem and thus allow the redirection of
resources to other areas such as relieving congestion in Southern California.

The Great American Cleanup is the nation’s largest community improvement program,
which takes place annually from March 1 to May 31. Last year in Los Angeles, more than
26,000 volunteers picked up and collected 345-tons of litter. In fiscal year 2006/07, the city
of Los Angeles removed more than 30 million square feet of graffiti from more than 612,000
locations.

“Graffiti is a broken window. Litter is a broken window,” said Cynthia M. Ruiz, president of
the Board of Public Works. “Government partnerships and programs coupled with locally
focused grassroots projects can make a significant impact in creating sustainable
community improvements. Individual responsibility with volunteer action is central to taking
care of tomorrow today, and in keeping California and Los Angeles beautiful”

Nationwide, close to three million volunteers will campaign for a cleaner, greener America
as part of the 2008 Great American Cleanup by participating in 30,000 community
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improvement activities and educational workshops happening in more than 17,000
communities nationwide. All will spread the message of individual responsibility to keep
America’s community clean, green and beautiful.

In 2007, cleanup efforts resulted in 200 million pounds of litter and debris removed from
America’s landscape, including 3,500 illegal dump sites and over 10,000 abandoned
vehicles. Participants planted 4.6 million trees, flowers and bulbs, and collected more than
2.2 million scrap tiers, 22.4 million pounds of aluminum and steel, 592,000 pounds of
wireless phones and related equipment, and over 70 million PET bottles for recycling.
Great American Cleanup events improved over 178,000 miles of roadway (more than
seven times around the world), 121,000 acres of parks and public lands, 7,000 miles of
rivers, lakes and shorelines, and 3,900 miles of hiking, biking and nature trails.

About Keep California Beautiful
Keep California Beautiful, an affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, is a nonprofit
environmental organization. KCB’s mission is to promote individual responsibility for
California’s environment through source reduction, litter prevention, recycling, and
beautification. KCB pursues this mission by developing public/private partnerships at the
state level as a way to provide necessary resources to local communities. For more
information on our programs, please visit http://www.cleanca.org/.

About Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Keep America Beautiful, Inc., established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based
community action and education organization. This national nonprofit forms public-private
partnerships and programs that engage individuals to take greater responsibility for
improving their community environments. The Great American Cleanup is one of its many
programs that encourage people to care for communities through volunteer participation.
To join the Great American Cleanup and campaign for a cleaner, greener America, visit
www.kab.org.
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