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Appendix O   Comments and Responses 
Appendix O addresses the comments received on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Assessment for the Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road 
Interchanges Project. The draft environmental document was circulated for public review 
and comment between December 29, 2008 and March 23, 2009. Two public hearings 
were held to further solicit public comment on the document. The first public hearing was 
held on January 22, 2009, and the second public hearing was held on March 16, 2009; 
both hearings were held at the Canalino Elementary School cafeteria. 

This appendix contains the comments received during the public circulation and 
comment period. Each comment presented is followed by a Caltrans response. 

This appendix is organized according to the parties commenting on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment as follows: 

• Section 1.0  Federal, State, and Local Agencies 

• Section 2.0  Individuals and Non-Profit Organizations 

• Section 3.0  Cameo Road Petition 

• Section 4.0  Transcript from Public Hearing 

 
Each section is further organized alphabetically by agency name, organizations’ name, or 
individuals’ last name. Individuals who provided more than one comment letter are 
further organized by the date comments were received.  
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Section 1.0 Federal, State, and Local Agency Comments and 
Responses 
 
Comments were received from the following federal, state, and local agencies: 

• Lee Otter, Transportation and Public Access Liaison, California Coastal Commission 

• Greg Carty, Mayor, City of Carpinteria 

• Rodney McInnis, Regional Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Agency (NOAA) 

• Theresa Stevens, Ph.D., Project Manager, North Coast Branch, Regulatory Division, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
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Response to Lee Otter, Transportation and Public Access Liaison, 
California Coastal Commission 
 
Response to comment 1: The removal of about 5 acres of an 8.95-acre parcel of 
agricultural property is not avoidable. To build the extension of Via Real (as described in 
the City’s General Plan/Local Coastal Plan Circulation Element, approved by the Coastal 
Commission in 2003), from its current end to Casitas Pass Road and to accommodate the 
northbound ramps at Route 101, the property must be divided. The northbound ramps 
must be located along the extension of Via Real to meet the required distance between 
the northbound ramps at Casitas Pass Road and Linden Avenue. If the ramps could not be 
located at the Via Real extension, the northbound ramps at Linden Avenue would have to 
be demolished and not replaced, resulting in greatly diminished access to Linden Avenue 
as well as the Carpinteria State Beach.  

The completion of Via Real as a continuous frontage road along the north side of Route 
101 has been an integral component of this proposal since inception, due to its 
relationship to both over-crossings. Without Via Real it is anticipated a greater number of 
local residents north of Route 101 would use the mainline to cross the city east and west, 
due to the lack of a frontage road on the north side of Route 101. The traffic and 
circulation performance of the overcrossing structures depends on completion of the Via 
Real extension. Also, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit opportunities supporting access by 
residents north of Route 101 to coastal resources would be greatly enhanced with 
implementation of the Via Real extension as proposed.    

Response to comment 2: The project is not intended to address a public health or safety 
threat. 

Response to comment 3: To build the extension of Via Real, as described in the City’s 
Circulation Element as approved by the Coastal Commission, from its current end to 
Casitas Pass Road and to accommodate the northbound ramps at Route 101, the impacts 
to riparian habitat and prime farmland are unavoidable. The northbound ramps must be 
located along the extension of Via Real to meet the required distance between the 
northbound ramps at Casitas Pass Road and Linden Avenue. For more information, 
please see Coastal Commission responses to comments 1 above and 7 below.  

Response to comment 4: Caltrans, the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments, and the City of Carpinteria have studied 27 alternatives to date. Most were 
been found not to be feasible. The feasible alternatives analyzed in the draft 
environmental document were the four that met the project’s purpose and need with the 
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least environmental impact. Alternative 3, the preferred alternative, is the least 
environmentally damaging of the four alternatives. 

Response to comment 5:  See the response to comment 4 above. 

Response to comment 6: For Caltrans projects, “Need” may be defined as a transportation 
deficiency and “purpose” may be defined as objectives that will be met to address the 
transportation deficiency. A solution or a range of solutions (alternatives) can then be 
developed and evaluated. 

The need for and purpose of the project were identified as far back as 1996 in the 
Alternatives Analysis, Highway 101 Widening Project—Final Report. Though they have 
been modified over the years, the current need and purpose clearly identify the existing 
transportation deficiencies (nonstandard vertical clearance over Route 101, nonstandard 
spacing and merging lengths at on-ramps, discontinuous sections of Via Real, a 
nonstandard northbound on-ramp at Casitas Pass Road, and insufficient bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities) and the objectives that will address the deficiencies (improve access 
to and operations at both interchanges, improve operations on Route 101, reduce the use 
of Route 101 for local trips, improve local circulation, and improve bicycle and 
pedestrian connectivity). For more information, please refer to Section 1.2, Purpose and 
Need in the environmental document.   

The project purpose and need are consistent with many local and regional planning 
documents, including the Regional Transportation Plan, the City of Carpinteria General 
Plan, and the Transportation Planning Fact Sheet for Route 101 in Santa Barbara County. 

Response to comment 7: Caltrans has examined several avoidance measures and project 
variations to reduce impacts to sensitive resources including riparian, wetland and 
farmland resources.  The analysis focused on traffic impacts, whether or not changes to 
project design to avoid the resources would meet the identified objectives of the project 
while minimizing residential acquisition impacts, coastal resource impacts, and bicycle 
and pedestrian accessibility impacts in the project area. 

It was determined that the alternatives identified in the environmental document reflected 
a reasonable range of alternatives that met the project purpose and need while minimizing 
environmental impacts.  Although avoidance variations of the preferred alternative were 
examined, none of the variations would have functioned adequately from a traffic and 
circulation standpoint while also reducing impacts to all coastal resources including 
riparian habitat, wetlands, and farmland. 
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Though the preferred alternative, Alternative 3 has impacts to coastal resources, impacts 
to such coastal resources are unavoidable. In addition, the coastal resource impacts are 
outweighed by benefits derived for coastal access for bicyclists and pedestrians in this 
area. The proposed alignment of the Via Real extension allows for better bicycle and 
pedestrian circulation than either the current situation or any of the other alternatives.   

The completion of Via Real as a continuous frontage road along the north side of Route 
101 has been an integral component of this proposal since inception due to its 
relationship to both overcrossings. Without Via Real, it is anticipated a greater number of 
local residents north of Route 101 would use the mainline to cross the city east and west, 
due to the lack of a frontage road on the north side of Route 101. The traffic and 
circulation performance of the overcrossing structures depends on completion of the Via 
Real extension. Finally, the Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved 
Carpinteria General Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element.    

Response to comment 8: Please see response to comment 7 above.  

Response to comment 9: Caltrans has been working with the City of Carpinteria and the 
Coastal Commission to amend the Local Coastal Program, as suggested. 

Response to comment 10: Coordination between agencies would begin during the Coastal 
Development Permit phase of the project.   

Response to comment 11: Since the project is in an attainment area for all National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards, the minimization measures included in Section 2.4 are 
intended to address short-term construction-related fugitive dust and ozone precursor 
emissions from the proposed project. These same measures are repeated in Section 3.3 of 
the document. These measures are not intended to address greenhouse gas emissions per 
se. Caltrans does not feel that repeating the greenhouse gas minimization measures in 
Section 2.2.5 Air Quality of the document provides any meaningful additional project 
benefits since they are already included in the Climate Section of the document. 

With the state of current science, project-level analysis of greenhouse gas emissions is 
limited. The current models that are available for air quality analyses are limited by their 
inability to incorporate speed and acceleration and deceleration into their assumptions.  
There are numerous other key greenhouse gas variables that are likely to change 
dramatically during the design life of the proposed project, including an anticipated 30-
50% efficiency increase in vehicle fuel economy, the potential for near-zero carbon 
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vehicles, low-carbon transportation fuel, and changes in land use and driver behavior and 
the overall U.S. economy.  

The climate impacts of CO2 emissions are global in nature. Analyses on how project 
alternatives might vary in their contribution to a global problem yield only minor 
differences. Further, due to the interactions between elements of the transportation 
system as a whole, project-level emissions analyses would be less informative than ones 
done at regional, state, or national levels.   
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Response to Greg Carty, Mayor, City of Carpinteria 
Response to comment 1: This has been corrected. 

Response to comment 2: Profile and cross-section views have been provided in the final 
document. 

Response to comment 3: Proposed improvements in the creek corridor have not yet been 
designed. Maps will be provided once the information is available.  

Response to comment 4: Rock slope bank protection would be needed at the abutments of 
the proposed bridges for Route 101 on Carpinteria Creek. The final design for rock slope 
protection would be based on updated creek studies. Design details would be in 
accordance with the California Bank and Shore Rock Slope Protection Design guide 
(http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/hydrology/hydroidx.htm). 

Response to comment 5: Technical studies were made available on the Caltrans website 
(http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist05/projects/linden_casitas/index.htm).  

Response to comment 6: Summary discussions of pertinent policies for each resource 
area were included in Appendix E of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Assessment. It is appropriate to include the information within an 
appendix and does not diminish the importance of the information.  

Response to comment 7: In many instances, the impacts to resources were identical for 
each alternative. Whenever impacts differed by alternative, they were discussed 
individually. 

Response to comment 8: A discussion of the Environmentally Superior Alternative has 
been included in the final document. 

Response to comment 9: The sound walls are considered abatement for noise impacts 
produced by the project, and are included in the avoidance, minimization, and mitigation 
section of the document. The Local Coastal Program Amendment is required to build the 
project, but not part of the project description and therefore has not been added to the 
project description.  

Response to comment 10:  The General Plan reference has been added.  

Response to comment 11: Suggested changes have been made. 
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Response to comment 12: Suggested changes have been made. 

Response to comment 13: The project description has been changed to include a Class I 
bicycle lane between Casitas Pass Road and the new Via Real bridge over Carpinteria 
Creek. Also, at the City’s request, the proposed sidewalks in the same area have been 
removed from the project description and layout. 

Response to comment 14: Under Alternatives 1 and 4, the Linden Avenue bridge would 
require a total of five lanes compared to Alternatives 2 and 3, which require four lanes. 
The additional lane under Alternatives 1 and 4 is due to queues requiring a double-left 
turn lane for vehicles traveling northbound on Route 101, while the configuration of 
Alternatives 2 and 3 provide a right-turn slip ramp (Alternative 2) or roundabout 
(Alternative 3). 

Response to comment 15: The term “diamond interchange” has been removed in 
reference to the build alternatives.  

Response to comment 16: The suggested change has been made. 

Response to comment 17: The suggested change has been made. 

Response to comment 18: Because the precise nature of the proposed amendment has not 
been identified, it cannot be discussed in the document. However, in working with 
Coastal Commission staff on this issue, we have determined that the scope of the 
amendment would be site-specific so as not to impact wetlands other than those identified 
within the project limits; therefore, no impacts would occur from the amendment other 
than those already identified in this final environmental document (see Section 2.3.2). 

Response to comment 19: The extension of Via Real would remove approximately 5 
acres of the 8.95-acre “Whitney” parcel currently used for avocado production. The draft 
environmental document for this project, which relied on the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farmland Conversion Impact Rating form, found that there were no 
significant impacts to agriculture under CEQA or NEPA.   

However, impacts to farmland were identified as potentially inconsistent with the City of 
Carpinteria’s General Plan/ Local Coastal Plan (GP/LCP), which includes the following 
agricultural policy:  
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OSC-9e: Avoid the conversion of agricultural land to nonagricultural land uses 
except where conversion meets the criteria established by Sections 30241, 
30241.5, and 30242 of the Coastal Act. 
 

Policy OSC-9e of the 2003 Carpinteria General Plan/ Local Coastal Land Use plan 
references Section 30241 of the California Coastal Act, which states in part: 

 
California Coastal Act Section 30241: 
 
The maximum amount of prime agricultural land shall be maintained in 
agricultural production to assure the protection of the areas’ agricultural economy, 
and conflicts shall be minimized between agricultural and urban land uses … 
 

Under this policy, conflicts shall be minimized between agricultural and urban land uses, 
however, the parcel under consideration, the “Whitney” parcel, is partially surrounded by 
urban uses and is in a region lacking adequate agricultural support facilities. Currently the 
orchard is supplied by water from the Carpinteria Valley Water District.   

California Coastal Act Section 30241: 
 
( c ) By permitting the conversion of agricultural land surrounded by urban 
uses where the conversion of the land would be consistent with Section 
30250. … 

 
The subject parcel is located within the City of Carpinteria limits. To the west, it is 
bounded by Casitas Pass Road, a heavily used local arterial, and the parcel’s only access 
to a public street. To the south, it is bounded by Route 101, an interregional freeway. On 
the northern boundary, next to the parcel, lies a residential community of about 38 single-
family homes. Carpinteria Creek forms the parcel’s eastern boundary. Across Carpinteria 
Creek from the parcel is Carpinteria Creek Park, an active-use park including a 
playground and picnic tables. Passive open space sits across the creek from the parcel.  
Existing development patterns have not minimized conflicts between agricultural 
property and urban land uses in this area.     

California Coastal Act Section 30250: 
 
( a ) New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as 
otherwise provided in the division, shall be located within, contiguous 
with, or in close proximity to, existing developed areas able to 
accommodate it …and where it will not have significant adverse effects, 
either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources. … 
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Caltrans proposes to build a local road extension, highway ramps, and a Class I bicycle 
path, using about 5 acres of a roughly 8.95-acre parcel of prime agricultural land. The 
project is contiguous to the existing highway facility and within an existing urban area.  
Caltrans has also reviewed alternative locations for the extension of Via Real and found 
that they are not feasible. The project would provide public services without significant 
adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources as disclosed in 
the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment for the project. 

Coastal Act Section 30241.5: 
(a) If the viability of existing agricultural uses is an issue pursuant to 
subdivision (b) of Section 30241… 
 
Coastal Act Section 30241: 
 
The maximum amount of prime agricultural land shall be maintained in 
agricultural production to assure the protection of the area’s agricultural 
economy, and conflicts shall be minimized between agricultural and urban 
land uses through all of the following:… 

  
(b) By limiting conversions of agricultural lands around the periphery of 
urban areas to the lands where the viability of existing agricultural use is 
already severely limited by conflicts with urban uses or where the 
conversion of the lands would complete a logical and viable neighborhood 
and contribute to the establishment of a stable limit to urban development. 

 
As presented earlier, the subject parcel’s existing agricultural use is already severely 
limited by conflicts with urban uses and its small size.   

Coastal Act Section 30242: 
 
All other lands suitable for agricultural use shall not be converted to 
nonagricultural uses unless (1) continued or renewed agricultural use is 
not feasible, or (2) such conversion would preserve prime agricultural land 
or concentrate development consistent with Section 30250.  Any such 
permitted conversion shall be compatible with continued agricultural use 
on surrounding lands.   

 
As discussed earlier, continued agricultural use is severely constrained to the point where 
it is not considered a viable use of the property. The conversion of the subject parcel 
would concentrate development consistent with Section 30250. 

Also, the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan/Local Coastal Land Use Plan Circulation 
Element clearly identifies the extension of Via Real in the proposed location (through the 
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prime agricultural land). This extension is also discussed in Policy C-3f of the Plan.  
According to page 3 of the 2003 General Plan/Local Coastal Land Use Plan, “All 
objectives, policies, implementation policies, and map language identified within this 
document are intended to address Coastal Act issues, unless identified with the ‘GP’ 
symbol ... Policies and language identified with the ‘GP’ symbol are excluded from the 
Land Use Plan, but are included in the General Plan.” Policy C-3f does not have a “GP” 
symbol in the margin adjacent to it. Policy c-3f states:  

C-3f. Improve travel characteristics of the city’s circulation plan by: 
 

• Planning and developing a continuous and direct east/west surface 
street route north of and parallel to Highway 101 to improve the 
efficiency of local traffic circulation [5-15 years] 

• Considering the westerly extension of Via Real to Casitas Pass 
Road and from Vallecito to Linden; 

• Prioritizing maximum protection for coastal waters, ESHA and 
agricultural resources in considering potential road extensions. 

 
The “GP” symbol does, however, appear next to policies immediately before and after 
this policy. It is also clear that the policy is intended to address the Coastal Act because it 
includes language protective of coastal resources. 

The City’s Circulation Plan map is attached below, showing the extension of Via Real 
directly through the agricultural parcel.  

In accord with these policies Caltrans has designed the project to avoid agricultural 
resources to the maximum extent possible while still implementing Carpinteria’s General 
Plan/ Local Coastal Land Use Plan.
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Response to comment 20: Caltrans would coordinate with the City Parks Department to 
provide new ADA-compliant access to the Carpinteria Creek Park. 
 
Response to comment 21: Because the current parcel does not appear to be agriculturally 
viable, the remainder parcel would also not be viable. Much like the parcel at 1315 
Casitas Pass Road, the remainder parcel could still accommodate the cultivation of 
avocados. Caltrans would provide right-of-way fencing that would prevent avocado theft 
on the remainder parcel. The remainder parcel would be a legal parcel under the City of 
Carpinteria Zoning Ordinance. A new single-family residence may be allowed, but the 
decision would rest with the property owner and the City of Carpinteria; it would not be 
part of this project.  

Response to comment 22: This statement is correct.  

Response to comment 23: This statement is correct.     

Response to comment 24: CEQA requires that Williamson Act-contracted properties 
receive special consideration. Because this property is not under a Williamson Act 
contract, it is not subject to the special consideration required under CEQA. This section 
of the document merely discloses the lack of Williamson Act contract and the fact that 
the property is not eligible for a Williamson Act contract. 

Response to comment 25: The Natural Resources Conservation Service directions for 
filling out the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form recommends 1 point be 
assigned to any parcel that is 55-59% below the average size of farming units within the 
county. The property is approximately 55% of the average size of farming units, so 1 
point can be added for this category.   

Assuming a footprint of about 3,500 square feet for a single-family dwelling and about 
28,300 square feet of creek setback on the remaining 3.95 acres of farmland, 
approximately 21.7 % of the remainder parcel would be rendered unusable for farmland. 
According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service directions for the Farmland 
Conversion Impact Rating Form, 8 points should be assigned for the nonfarmable 
farmland created by this project. The resulting total would be 156 points, four points 
below the 160-point threshold and therefore still not considered a significant impact 
under CEQA. 

Response to comment 26: The parcel at 1212 Casitas Pass Road is considered by the 
County of Santa Barbara Agricultural Commission to be economically nonviable as 
farmland. It is surrounded by urban uses. It is identified in the City’s General Plan as the 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    499 

designated route for the extension of Via Real and does not meet the significance 
threshold of the Natural Resources Conservation Service Farmland Conversion Impact 
Rating. Therefore, it is impossible to find that the removal of these 5 acres is a significant 
impact. Because there is no significant impact to farmland under CEQA, Caltrans cannot 
justify providing mitigation for farmland impacts.   

Response to comment 27: The table has been corrected. One of the columns (fifth 
column, Total Tons) had been inadvertently left out of the table in the draft 
environmental document. This caused the other columns, but not the headings, to shift.  

Response to comment 28: According to the Santa Barbara County Uniform Rules for 
Agricultural Preserves and Farmland Security Zones, September 2007 “Under the Act, 
contracts are automatically renewed each year following the first year of a 10-year 
Williamson Act contract…” The text in the final environmental document has been 
corrected.  

Response to comment 29: The section referred to in this comment is under a more 
general section titled “Environmental Consequences.” The conclusion has been moved 
for clarification purposes.  

Response to comment 30: This section refers to the zoning and land use history of the 
subject parcel.   

Response to comment 31: As indicated in previous sections, impacts to agriculture would 
be less than significant.  

Response to comment 32: The date has been corrected.  

Response to comment 33: A sentence describing the benefit has been added.  

Response to comment 34: These figures have been updated to reflect the results of the 
2000 census. 

Response to comment 35: Nearly all detailed engineering drawings from the Project 
Study Report were included in the draft environmental document. Profiles for all 
alignments have been added to the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 36: The traffic study was written using Route 101 as a north/south 
line, to avoid reader confusion, the draft environmental document used the same 
orientation.  



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    500 

Response to comment 37: Appendix E in the final environmental document provides 
analysis of project components to the applicable goals and policies in the City of 
Carpinteria General Plan, including the Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 38: A Key Map has been included in the final environmental 
document.  

Response to comment 39: The technical appendix for the Final Traffic Analysis Report – 
US 101/Linden Avenue/Casitas Pass Road Interchange Improvement Project, June 2007 
contains a forecasting memo documenting the future assumptions. Included in this memo 
are maps showing roadway network, traffic analysis zones, and other forecasting-related 
information. Exhibit A from the memo contains land use for base and future, along with 
the difference, by traffic analysis zone.  

For completeness, a map showing the traffic analysis zone locations (Figure 2.2) has been 
included in the final environmental document, and Exhibit A has been included with this 
response to comments (see below). 
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Response to comment 40: Chapter 2 of the Final Traffic Analysis Report–US 101/Linden 
Avenue/Casitas Pass Road Interchange Improvement Project, June 2007, contains detail 
regarding existing conditions. Excerpts have been included in the final environmental 
document. 

Response to comment 41: Although the Linden Avenue ramp junction intersections meet 
peak hour signal warrants, an analysis was done to evaluate the results of all-way stop 
control rather than using signals. As shown in the table below, the intersections operate at 
an unacceptable LOS without signals. 

In addition to operating at an unacceptable service level, the queues forming along 
Linden Avenue extend through the adjacent intersections, especially with the close 
spacing of intersections for Alternatives 1 and 4. The lack of “platooning“ provided by 
the signal causes vehicle spacing to increase delay at the intersection of Via Real\Ogan 
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Road under Alternatives 1, 2, and 4. This issue is resolved slightly by the roundabout in 
Alternative 3. 

 

Linden Avenue Interchange Analysis Summary Assuming All-Way Stop Control 1, 2 

No Project Alternative 1 & 4 Alternative 2 & 3 Intersection Traffic 
Control Delay / LOS Delay / LOS Delay / LOS 

2036 AM 
SSS 

Signal 17 / B 14 / B Linden Avenue / US 101 SB Off-
Ramp SSS 

AWS 

>50 / F (EB) 
44 / E (NB) 44 / E (NB) 

SSS 
Signal 33 / C 14 / B Linden Avenue / Ogan Road (Vial 

Real with Project) SSS 
AWS 

>50 / F (WB) 
>50 / F (NB) >50 / F (NB) 

2036 PM 
SSS 

Signal 17 / B 15 / B Linden Avenue / US 101 SB Off-
Ramp SSS 

AWS 

>50 / F (EB) 
26 / D (NB) 26 / D (NB) 

SSS 
Signal 30 / C 16 / B Linden Avenue / Ogan Road (Vial 

Real with Project) SSS 
AWS 

>50 / F (WB) 
>50 / F (NB) 43 / E 

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded. 
1  Side-street stop (SSS) intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 
2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  All-way stop (AWS) intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per 
vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. 
2  Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual 
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2009. 

 
 
Response to comment 42: Putting signals at the ramp junctions with local streets at 
Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road is required for acceptable intersection operations 
and meets signal warrants. Due to closely spaced intersections, Alternatives 1 and 4 must 
have a signal at the Linden Avenue/Route 101 northbound on-ramp and must be 
coordinated with the signal at Linden Avenue/Via Real/Ogan Road. For more detailed 
analysis, please refer to the April 27, 2009 Memorandum: Via Real Analysis for the 
Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road Interchange Improvement Alternatives in 
Appendix L of the final environmental document.  

Response to comment 43: Analysis was done to evaluate the results of changing the 
exclusive southbound left-turn lane into a shared through left-turn lane at the intersection 
of Casitas Pass Road and the southbound Route 101 ramps. As shown in next table, the 
intersection operates at an acceptable LOS except in the evening peak hour. The change 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    503 

in signal timing and phasing would cause the left-turning volume from the southbound 
off-ramp to Casitas Pass Road in the evening peak hour to spill back out of the turn 
pocket forming a queue onto the mainline. To resolve this problem, a two-lane off-ramp 
may be needed. 

 

Summary of Removing Exclusive Southbound Left-Turn Lane at Casitas Pass Road 1 

2036 AM Delay / LOS 2036 PM Delay / LOS 

11 / B 51 / D 
Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded. 
1  Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. 
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2009. 

 
 
Response to comment 44: Evaluation of an exclusive left-turn lane, a shared left-through 
lane, and an exclusive through lane at the intersection of Linden Avenue and northbound 
Route 101 on-ramp was done for Alternatives 1 and 4. By combining one left-turn lane 
and the through lane, the bridge structure would be four lanes wide. The left-turn volume 
would reach a maximum of 570 vehicles in the morning peak hour under 2026 
conditions, which far exceeds the typical capacity of a left-turn lane (300 vehicles per 
hour). In consideration of this over-capacity condition, a preliminary analysis was done 
using micro-simulation (instead of evaluating the intersection in isolation). Micro-
simulation is better equipped to evaluate over-capacity conditions than to analyze isolated 
intersections.   

As shown in the table below, the intersection analysis results in operations at an 
unacceptable LOS due to the high left-turn volume entering the northbound on-ramp 
causing queues to extend through the Linden Avenue intersection nearly to Carpinteria 
Avenue. This would result in unacceptable LOS at all intersections between Linden 
Avenue/Route 101 northbound on-ramp and Carpinteria Avenue. Also, due to the high 
northbound left-turn volume using an exclusive left-turn and shared left-through lane, the 
traffic at Linden Avenue/Via Real forms a queue nearly to Canalino School. 

 

Summary of Removing Exclusive Northbound Left-Turn Lane at Linden Avenue 1 

2036 AM Delay / LOS 2036 PM Delay / LOS 

> 80 / F  61 / E 
Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded. 
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1  Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. 
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2009. 

 
Response to comment 45: A Traffic Operational Analysis was done for each project 
alternative to evaluate the results of removing one travel lane and converting the 
exclusive turn lanes into shared turn lanes at the Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass bridges. 
By removing this lane, the bridge structures would be two lanes wide. 

As shown in the table below, the analysis for Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4 indicates the 
Linden Avenue interchange would operate at or below LOS E in both the morning and 
evening peak hours. The LOS E and F conditions would result in vehicle queues that 
extend beyond the Route 101 southbound ramps/Linden Avenue and Carpinteria 
Avenue/Linden Avenue intersections resulting in a degradation of LOS at those 
intersections as well. 

As shown in the table below, the analysis for Alternatives 1, 2, 3, and 4 shows the Casitas 
Pass Road interchange would operate at an unacceptable LOS F in both the morning and 
evening peak hours. In addition, the Casitas Pass Road interchange would operate 
similarly to the no-project scenario, with queues extending beyond the adjacent 
intersections, resulting in a degradation of LOS at those intersections as well. 

 
Summary of Two-lane Bridges at the Linden Avenue And Casitas Pass Road Interchanges 1 

Alternative 1 & 4 Alternative 2 & 3 Intersection 
Delay / LOS Delay / LOS 

2036 AM 

Linden Avenue / U.S. 101 SB Off-Ramp 2 24 / C  26 / C  
Linden Avenue / Via Real  Not Applicable > 80 / F 
Linden Avenue / US. 101 NB On-Ramp  > 80 / F Not Applicable 
Casitas Pass Road / U.S. 101 SB Ramps > 80 / F 
Casitas Pass Road / Via Real > 80 / F 

2036 PM 

Linden Avenue / U.S. 101 SB Off-Ramp 2 23 / C 23 / C 
Linden Avenue / Via Real  Not Applicable 55 / (D/E Cusp) 
Linden Avenue / U.S. 101 NB On-Ramp > 80 / F Not Applicable 
Casitas Pass Road / U.S. 101 SB Ramps > 80 / F 
Casitas Pass Road / Via Real > 80 / F 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    505 

Summary of Two-lane Bridges at the Linden Avenue And Casitas Pass Road Interchanges 1 

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded. 
Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity 
Manual. 
LOS is based upon the assumption that vehicle queues from adjacent intersections will not effect the operations of the Linden 
Avenue/U.S. 101 SB Off-Ramp intersections.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2009. 

 
Response to comment 46: Please see response to comment 42 above. 

Response to comment 47: Profiles for all alignments have been added to the final 
environmental document. 

Response to comment 48: An additional bike lane in this area is outside the scope of the 
project.    

Response to comment 49: The current proposed design of the Class I bike facility uses 
the minimum standards presented in the Caltrans Highway Design Manual. The team 
would refine the design of the bikeway as the project moves forward with the input of the 
City of Carpinteria, local bicycle advocacy groups, and Caltrans bicycle/pedestrian 
specialists. 

Response to comment 50: The level of service policy, circulation system, land use 
development, and design standards are consistent with the General Plan goals and 
policies. It can be found in Section 2.1.1.2, Consistency with State, Regional, and Local 
Plans, of the final environmental document.  

Response to comment 51: The description of the bicycle lane has been changed, but not 
the description of its use. The roadway serves as a business corridor, but the bicycle lanes 
are identified as serving mainly residences as identified in the Regional Bikeway Study 
(SBCAG, July 1994). 

Response to comment 52: The name of the study has been added. 

Response to comment 53: The extension of Via Real would affect volumes on the 
mainline between ramps within the project area, but the average daily traffic volumes 
cited in this table account for traffic in a greater area. The average daily traffic volumes 
represent traffic moving through the project area on Route 101. Traffic on Route 101 
would be diverted only for local trips, not for through trips.   

Response to comment 54: The table has been corrected.   
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Response to comment 55: The volume reported for Via Real in Table 2.8 is between 
Casitas Pass Road and Vallecito Road. 

Response to comment 56: Applicable goals and policies from the Carpinteria General 
Plan/Coastal Plan are located in Appendix E in the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 57: The reference has been corrected.  

Response to comment 58: The reference has been corrected.  

Response to comment 59: Applicable goals and policies from the Carpinteria General 
Plan/Coastal Plan are located in Appendix E in the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 60: Street segment LOS is based on the travel speed over the entire 
corridor between Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road. 

Response to comment 61: Per the City’s direction, sidewalk widths would vary 
throughout the project. On the overcrossing structures, sidewalks would be 8 feet. On the 
bridge over Carpinteria Creek at Via Real, the sidewalk widths would be 5 feet. The 
proposed sidewalk on the north side of Via Real would no longer be built due to the 10-
foot-wide Class I bicycle path between Casitas Pass Road and the bridge over Carpinteria 
Creek. On the rest of Via Real and Ogan Road, the sidewalk widths would be 5 feet. 

Response to comment 62: On the overcrossing structures, sidewalks would be 8 feet, 
which is consistent with the Circulation Element standard of 8 to 10 feet. 

Response to comment 63: Caltrans has stated that the impact to riparian habitat is a less 
than significant impact with mitigation incorporated throughout the document. The 
mitigation measures identified in the final environmental document would offset the 
potentially significant impact to less than significant.      

Response to comment 64: The Whitney parcel includes about 300 linear feet of 
Carpinteria Creek frontage. The proposed Via Real Bridge site would require acquisition 
of at least a portion of the Whitney frontage. That area, combined with the approximately 
100 feet of County frontage and existing public right-of-way (220 linear feet under the 
bridges), is adequate room for the planting of the trees.   

Response to comment 65: Caltrans has identified a second coastal wetland in the 
northwest quadrant of the Linden Avenue interchange with Route 101 at the end of an 
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underground drainage system. Caltrans would avoid permanent impacts to the wetland by 
building a retaining wall in that area.   

Response to comment 66: Caltrans considered mitigation along the Carpinteria Creek for 
the loss of wetlands, but the subsequent changes in hydrologic conditions would require 
the two bridges over Carpinteria Creek be higher, longer, and larger. Caltrans also prefers 
to mitigate for the loss of wetlands within the same creek system, Franklin Creek, in this 
case. 

Response to comment 67:  See response to comment 66 above. 

Response to comment 68: The final environmental document Visual/Aesthetics section 
refers to the City of Carpinteria General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan visual policies 
as an indicator of potential viewer sensitivity to changes in the visual environment, a 
required factor in the determination of visual impacts. The Visual Impact Assessment 
technical document (bound separately and available on the Caltrans website) lists specific 
policies found in the City of Carpinteria General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan under 
the Viewer Sensitivity heading. Also, the project’s consistency with city policies and 
regulations concerning visual resources and aesthetics is addressed in Appendix E, 
Consistency with State and Local Plans. 

The Visual/Aesthetics of the section final environmental document summarizes and 
acknowledges the anticipated high level of concern and the community goal of preserving 
the “small town quality and charm of the city.” Incorporation of individual visual and 
aesthetic policies regarding design details would be addressed as part of the city design 
review process. Mitigation measure 11 in the Visual/Aesthetics section requires that 
“During the Coastal Development Permit application phase of the project, Caltrans shall 
work with the City of Carpinteria’s Architectural Review Board, using the Santa Barbara 
County Highway 101 Design Guidelines, and applicable Caltrans design guidance, so 
that to the greatest extent feasible the project is consistent with City of Carpinteria 
aesthetic goals.” By recognizing city and regional goals and including the city in the 
design process, the final environmental document and project planning/development 
process are consistent with Caltrans Context Sensitive Solutions policy.     

Response to comment 69: Photo-simulations from westbound Ogan Road, from the 
recently built Carpinteria Creek Park, and from the Via Real extension toward the Route 
101/Carpinteria Creek Bridge have been included in the final environmental document 
Visual/Aesthetics section. 
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Response to comment 70: Proposed bridge structures are shown in three of the seven 
photo-simulations provided in Appendix G of the final environmental document, both 
from the city street and highway perspective. Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics identifies 
impacts due to an increased urbanization caused by visual scale and hard surfaces, loss of 
existing mature trees, and more open views to and from the highway. In response, the 
Visual/Aesthetics section requires mitigation measures such as tree planting at bridge 
abutments, aesthetic treatments and design included in all new bridge structures and 
walls, and shielded light design. Specific structure aesthetic design would be determined 
as part of the city design review process as required in the following Visual/Aesthetics 
section mitigation measure 11: “During the Coastal Development Permit application 
phase of the project, Caltrans shall work with the City of Carpinteria’s Architectural 
Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 101 Design Guidelines, and 
applicable Caltrans design guidance, so that to the greatest extent feasible the project is 
consistent with City of Carpinteria aesthetic goals.” Appropriate graphic representations 
would be provided as design decision tools as part of that design review process. 

Three new Observer Viewpoints have been added to Appendix G. They include: OV-8 as 
seen from westbound Ogan Road looking north, OV-9 as seen from the Via Real 
extension looking southwest from the new Route 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge, and OV-
10 as from Carpinteria Creek Park looking south toward the Via Real extension.  

Response to comment 71: The Schematic Landscape Plan has been included in the 
Visual/Aesthetics section of the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 72: The Visual Impact Assessment technical document (bound 
separately and available on the Caltrans website) lists the specific policies found in the 
City of Carpinteria General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan under the Viewer Sensitivity 
heading. Appendix E of the final environmental document acknowledges local policies 
and summarizes the City of Carpinteria General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan visual 
policies to disclose and understand the value the community places on the visual 
environment. Based on review of local policies and other factors, Section 2.1.6 Visual/ 
Aesthetics Section of the final environmental document identifies a high level of viewer 
sensitivity for the project. Incorporation of individual visual and aesthetic policies 
regarding design details would be addressed as part of the city design review process.  
Mitigation measure 11 in the Visual/Aesthetics section requires that “During the Coastal 
Development Permit application phase of the project, Caltrans shall work with the City 
of Carpinteria’s Architectural Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 
101 Design Guidelines, and applicable Caltrans design guidance, so that to the greatest 
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extent feasible the project is consistent with City of Carpinteria aesthetic goals.” The 
project’s consistency with city policies and regulations concerning visual resources and 
aesthetics is addressed in Appendix E, Consistency with State and Local Plans. 

Response to comment 73: The Visual Impact Assessment technical document (bound 
separately) includes a comprehensive discussion and summary of the potential visual 
effect of the project. The final environmental document includes a more in-depth 
summary and viewpoint discussion to the Visual Aesthetics section. 

Response to comment 74: The Visual Impact Assessment technical document (bound 
separately) includes a comprehensive discussion and summary of the potential visual 
effects of the project, including baseline conditions and identification of potential impacts 
from project alternatives. The final environmental document includes this discussion in 
the Visual Aesthetics section. It is unclear how purchasing the entire parcel at 1212 
Casitas Pass Road could benefit the visual character of the community.  

Response to comment 75: This section states “Caltrans is only required to limit the 
constituents already identified as a problem in the affected water courses.” This is 
incorrect in that Caltrans is required to select permanent storm water treatment best 
management practices based on constituents identified, through years of research and 
study, to be commonly found in highway storm water runoff. If a receiving water body 
has been determined to be listed as impaired by one or more of these constituents, then 
Caltrans would target permanent storm water treatment best management practices 
selection toward the pollutant of concern. Treatment best management practices for areas 
flowing to Franklin Creek would target nitrate removal, and areas that drain to 
Carpinteria Creek would target general pollutant removal, which again focuses on 
pollutants commonly found in highway runoff. If a further understanding of storm water 
runoff characterization is desired, please see the following web page and studies: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/ongoing/index.htm.     

This section also mentions the desire of the City for Caltrans to address petroleum 
distillates from storm water runoff. Petroleum distillates will be referred to in this 
response as total petroleum hydrocarbons from here on. Extensive storm water runoff 
characterization has shown that total petroleum hydrocarbons are not a constituent in 
highway runoff that is found at levels that would exceed water quality standards. Please 
see the studies referenced above for more information regarding storm water 
characterization studies. The only locations where Caltrans would consider permanent 
storm water treatment best management practices for total petroleum hydrocarbons is at 
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critical source locations such as maintenance facilities, park and rides, and CHP truck 
inspection facilities. 

Response to comment 76: Caltrans requires all projects that have an increase of 1 or more 
acres of net new impervious surfaces (within the state right-of-way) to consider 
permanent storm water treatment best management practices. This project plans to treat 
the net new impervious area created within the state right-of-way. Caltrans is waiting for 
clarification from the City as to storm water and post-construction runoff control best 
management practices for parts of this project within the City right-of-way for this 
project.   

The overcrossings are situated above impervious surfaces. If these areas are widened, we 
would not include that area as an increase of net new impervious surface since the 
overcrossing does not preclude infiltration into any currently permeable surfaces below 
the structure. However, there is nothing precluding siting permanent storm water 
treatment best management practices to treat water from these structures providing that 
storm water naturally flows to areas that meet the design criteria for the type of treatment 
best management practice under consideration. It should be acknowledged that, although 
the overcrossing is situated above another impervious surface, both are locations where 
pollutants are deposited and both locations should be candidates for storm water 
treatment. 

This section also discusses that the Linden and Casitas Pass overcrossings, being the first 
point of interception for precipitation, are an opportunity for storm water treatment. It 
seems to be a misconception that the best place to treat storm water runoff is where it first 
hits the ground. It is better, where possible, to treat storm water runoff before it leaves the 
right-of-way or before it enters a receiving water body, as there are more pollutants being 
transported and available for removal. 

Response to comment 77: Please refer to City of Carpinteria response to comment 76 
above about total petroleum hydrocarbons. As to permanent storm water treatment best 
management practices under consideration, bio-filtration types of best management 
practices are currently being considered for the locations within the state right-of-way.  
Caltrans is waiting for a clarification from the City as to storm water and post-
construction runoff control best management practices requirements for parts of this 
project within the City right-of-way. 

Response to comment 78: The comment is unclear if the “storm water treatment” 
recommendations would be for runoff from the state right-of-way or City right-of-way.  
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At this time, it appears that all Caltrans net new impervious surfaces can be sited within 
the state right-of-way.   

Response to comment 79: The comment is unclear if the “storm water treatment” 
recommended would be for runoff from the state right-of-way or City right-of-way. At 
this time, it appears that all Caltrans net new impervious surfaces can be sited within the 
state right-of-way.   

Response to comment 80: The City of Carpinteria is correct in its assessment that no 
quantitative analysis was performed for ozone precursor emissions as they relate to short-
term construction emissions. As a matter of clarification, Santa Barbara County is in 
attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The County is considered 
non-attainment for the state 8-hour ozone standard.  

The local jurisdiction governing air quality issues in the project area is the Santa Barbara 
County Air Pollution Control District, which does not have emission thresholds for short-
term construction projects.  

The Construction Air Quality minimization measures found in Section 2.4 adequately 
address any impacts the construction of the project would have on ozone levels in the 
area.  

Response to comment 81: CEQA does not identify a 3-dBA increase as a potentially 
significant impact. CEQA requires a strictly baseline versus build analysis. 

Caltrans uses three unique criteria in determining project generated noise impacts. The 
most important criterion is whether or not the project with design year traffic (typically 
20 years after construction of the project) would potentially subject sensitive receptors to 
outdoor noise levels that would approach or exceed the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 67 dBA for residential uses. 
Second, Caltrans must consider abatement for potentially severe noise impacts (defined 
as exceeding 75 dBA). The third is whether or not the project would create a substantial 
noise impact under CEQA; defined as a 12-dBA increase over existing conditions for 
existing highways, or a 30-dBA increase for a completely new highway facility. 

Response to comment 82: After the release of the draft environmental document, a 
typographical error was identified in Table 2.28 which misreported the future with-
project estimate for Receptor 11, the Cameo Road area. Due to the inclusion of the 
extension of Via Real (which would act as a small sound berm for noise originating on 
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Route 101), the predicted with project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor 
area 11 (not 66 dBA as reported in the environmental document). This level is well below 
the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA,  is only 4 dBA higher than the no-project 
analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement under 
Caltrans CEQA thresholds. Table 2.28 has been corrected. 

Based on the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up 
to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Furthermore, the City 
Noise Element does not specify that a 3-dBA increase is considered a significant noise 
impact threshold. Therefore, Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the 
City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, and abatement need not be considered for that 
location. 

Response to comment 83: Please refer to response to comment 19 above. 

Response to comment 84: Please refer to response to comment 20 above. 

Response to comment 85: Please refer to response to comment 76 above. 

Response to comment 86: Caltrans has determined that the impact to scenic vistas would 
be a less than significant impact and has corrected the CEQA checklist to reflect the 
determination.  

Response to comment 87: The error has been corrected.  

Response to comment 88:The error has been corrected.  

Response to comment 89: The project would benefit steelhead trout by removing a partial 
barrier to fish passage. The errors have been corrected.  

Response to comment 90: Caltrans has identified local policies that are inconsistent with 
the City’s Coastal Plan, General Plan, and Creeks Preservation Plan and has and will 
continue to work with the City and the Coastal Commission to amend the necessary 
policies for the City to find the project consistent with the plans.  

Response to comment 91: The policies and regulations listed have been added to and 
analyzed in the final environmental document, Appendix E.   

Response to comment 92: The Visual Impact Assessment, as a technical support 
document to the DEIR/ EA identifies key City of Carpinteria visual resource policies 
under “Planning Policies and Guidelines”, for the purpose of establishing a baseline for 
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community character and sensitivity regarding potential visual impacts.  In addition the 
DEIR/EA conducts a policy consistency analysis.  Throughout the Visual Impact 
Assessment, for each analysis viewpoint and in the impact summary, the visual affects of 
the project alternatives are discussed as well as shown in photo-simulations.  Important 
community issues such as vegetation removal, grading, potential affects on visibility of 
adjacent uses, and identified visual resources such as the Santa Ynez Mountains are 
disclosed and provided as the basis for impact identification.  The potential of new traffic 
signals and intersection lighting is specifically mentioned.  As a result of these 
discussions and analysis, specific mitigation measures are identified which further 
address potential impacts to critical community policies such as visual resources, 
adjacency and screening, vegetative and community character , and night lighting. 
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Response to Rodney McInnis, Regional Administrator, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) 
The Natural Environmental Study Report (NESR) for this project was prepared in 
December 2008.  A Biological Assessment (BA) for steelhead and critical habitat was 
prepared and submitted to NOAA Fisheries on August 26, 2009 and a Biological Opinion 
was received back from NOAA Fisheries on April 20, 2010.  A complete description of 
all project activities, anticipated impacts, avoidance and minimization and mitigation can 
be found in these public documents.  The NESR, BA and BO were used to address 
NOAA’s concerns described in their March 2009 letter. 

Response to comment 1: The proposed project consists of operational improvements on 
State Route (SR) 101 in Santa Barbara County, located within the City of Carpinteria, 
from 0.2 miles south of the Carpinteria Creek bridges to 0.4 miles north of Linden 
Avenue. The purpose of this project is to reduce traffic congestion and improve 
circulation along SR 101 and adjacent local streets. The project is also needed to address 
operational safety issues within the project limits. 

The proposed project includes interchange reconstruction, new bridge construction, 
sound wall construction, and frontage road extensions – these roadway changes will all 
occur at the Carpinteria Creek location, which has potential to impact steelhead. The two 
SB 101 highway bridges over Carpinteria Creek will be replaced (at a higher elevation) 
and a new bridge (part of the Via Real road extension) will be built over the creek, just 
upstream of the SB 101 bridges. 

In the area of the SR 101 bridge widening, riparian vegetation, including mature trees 
will be removed. On the west side of the SR 101 bridge there is one arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis) that would need to have a few large limbs removed on the north bank.  One 
California sycamore (Platanus racemosa) and three arroyo willows on the southern bank 
would be removed. The willow on the northern bank provides no shading effects for fish 
habitat because of the pedestrian/bike path that occurs between the creek and the bank.  

The riparian area within the alignment of the new Via Real two-lane bridge requires the 
removal of the following over story trees; three California sycamores one arroyo willow, 
and one black cottonwood (Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa). All disturbance to 
riparian and upland vegetation shall be minimized with the use of ESA fencing and all 
soil exposed as a result of the project shall be revegetated using locally native plants.  

The new Via Real bridge design calls for two piers to be installed. The piers will be built 
out of the plane of ordinary high water. Vegetation removal from the creek banks during 
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construction will minimally reduce the amount of shading on the creek. This will be 
mitigated for by the revegetation and restoration of the area with native plants, which will 
eventually grow to shade the creek.  

The new revised SR 101 Bridges will be a “single-span” design, resulting in the removal 
of one pier below the existing bridge that is currently within the plane of ordinary high 
water. The second pier is constructed into the existing bike path and the lower section 
will remain in place while the top section is removed.  

The existing south bank and rock slope protection (RSP) behind the piers will be 
excavated back approximately 40’. The area between the low flow channel and the base 
of the RSP on the south bank will be graded at an approximately 3% incline. The 
following figure shows the proposed bridge and grading design along with the hydrologic 
model.  

The new bank below the abutment will have a 1:2 slope and will be fortified with RSP. 
The existing concrete bike path on the north bank of the creek will remain in place. The 
result of this is the removal of 1 pier from the plane of ordinary high water and an 
approximate 35’ increase in potential bank width below the bridges. Additionally, the 
new higher SR 101 bridges will restore some flood capacity to the channel.  
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Cross Section at Proposed New Via Real Bridge 

 

Cross Section at the proposed rebuilt SB 101 Bridges 
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Response to comment 2: The preferred project alternative (#3) minimizes impacts to 
native and riparian vegetation and improves fish passage.  Temporary impacts to riparian 
vegetation will occur and will be mitigated 3:1, locally grown native plantings will be 
used for the replacement and a five-year plant establishment schedule is recommended. 

Prior to construction activities, the project area will be surveyed for the presence of 
steelhead. Additional surveys will be conducted up and downstream from the ADI in 
order to identify appropriate habitat for fish relocation. Fish barriers will be installed 
temporarily and individuals present inside the ADI will be relocated within Carpinteria 
Creek by a NMFS approved fisheries biologist, as authorized under Biological Opinion 
(File # 151422SWR2009PR00467). The names and credentials of personnel requested to 
conduct these activities shall be supplied to NMFS for review and approval at least 15 
day prior to the onset of these activities. 

Construction within or directly adjacent to Carpinteria Creek would occur during the low 
flow period between June1 and October 31. This window for construction eliminates the 
potential take of juvenile who may be present in the area or adult steelhead during their 
migration and spawning run. 

No work will be performed in a wetted stream channel. The water in Carpinteria Creek 
will be diverted around the construction area using a cofferdam and corrugated pipe. The 
construction of the diversion will be such that water will re-enter the creek channel below 
the area of direct impact (ADI) at flow rates similar to those prior to diversion.    

If water is to be pumped around work sites, intakes shall be completely screened with 
wire mesh not larger than five millimeters (mm) to prevent immature steelhead (and 
tidewater gobies) from entering the pump system. 

Environmentally Sensitive Area Fencing (ESA fencing) will be installed throughout the 
project to clearly define project limits and protect sensitive areas.  

Non-native vegetation will be removed from the ADI.  Upon completion of the project, 
revegetation will be accomplished with the use of locally native species.  

Affects to downstream habitat will be avoided with the use of erosion and sedimentation 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce downstream transport of construction 
generated particulates.  
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The diversion/dewatering aspect of the proposed project may temporarily adversely affect 
individual adult and/or juvenile steelhead. The avoidance and minimization measures that 
have been incorporated into the project will minimize potential adverse effects.  

Response to comment 3: Southern California steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) are 
known to occur within Carpinteria Creek, a federally designated Critical Habitat Area for 
this species.  The project is likely to adversely affect a low, but undetermined number of 
adult and/or juvenile steelhead trout through the diversion of the creek during 
construction.  

The tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi) is also known to occur near the project 
area in Carpinteria Creek and this project has the potential to affect an unknown number 
of tidewater gobies.  Caltrans submitted a Biological Assessment to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service and received a Biological Opinion for the tidewater goby in 
January 2010.  Avoidance and minimization measures that have been incorporated into 
the project will reduce potential adverse affects.  All avoidance and minimization 
measures must accommodate both steelhead and goby populations. 

Southern California steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) are known to occur within 
Carpinteria Creek, a federally designated Critical Habitat Area for this species.  The 
project is likely to adversely affect a low, but undetermined number of adult and/or 
juvenile steelhead trout through the diversion of the creek during construction.  

The tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi) is also known to occur near the project 
area in Carpinteria Creek and this project has the potential to affect an unknown number 
of tidewater gobies.  Caltrans submitted a Biological Assessment to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service and received a Biological Opinion for the tidewater goby in 
January 2010.  Avoidance and minimization measures that have been incorporated into 
the project will reduce potential adverse affects.  All avoidance and minimization 
measures must accommodate both steelhead and goby populations.   

Direct Effects.  Based on historic flow data for Carpinteria Creek, water diversion will 
be necessary. It is likely that steelhead will be present at the beginning of construction 
activities. If this is the case then effects to steelhead could include mortality and 
harassment of an unknown quantity of steelhead that require capture and relocation to an 
area outside of the action area.  The diversion/dewatering aspect of the proposed project 
may adversely affect individual steelhead.  
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Potential take of Southern California steelhead trout (steelhead) would result from the 
diversion of the creek and potential handling (by a NMFS authorized fisheries biologist) 
of the species to relocate them from the project area to a suitable area within Carpinteria 
Creek. 

Indirect Effects.  Indirect effects are caused by or result from the proposed action, are 
later in time, and are reasonably certain to occur. The indirect effects identified for this 
project are associated with the improvement of habitat through non-native plant removal 
and revegetation and/ormitigation efforts.  

Temporary and Permanent Effects. Permanent affects of the project result from 
riparian habitat lost due to the increased footprint of the new bridges over SR 101, which 
include on and off ramps. Additional losses of riparian habitat occur due to the 
construction of the Via Real Bridge.  

Beneficial permanent affects of the project will result from removal of the existing SR 
101 Bridge in-stream pilings as well as the low-flow concrete bike path (.036 acre). This 
stream crossing is currently a potential migration impediment to steelhead migration 
(Stoecker 2002). Additionally, the new higher SR 101 bridges will restore some flood 
capacity to the channel. 

Temporary effects during construction could occur with water diversion and dewatering 
activities. The water diversion and dewatering would temporarily raise water levels 
directly above a cofferdam and route the creek flow through the construction area in a 
corrugated pipe. The water will then flow back into the creek channel below the 
construction limits. 

Cumulative Effects.  All project effects on the steelhead and its Critical Habitat would 
be temporary and/or mitigated to result in no net loss; therefore, this project would not 
contribute to any cumulative impacts.  

Response to comment 4: Trucks, cranes, bulldozers, backhoes, compactors, a pile-driving 
rig, drill rig, clamshells, excavators, hoe rams, jackhammers, compressors, man lifts, 
scrapers, pavers, and any other equipment that becomes necessary in the course of 
construction will be used.   

During construction, Route 101 will be reduced to one lane of one-way traffic (with a 
signaling system) through the construction site with some temporary closures of both 
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lanes. Highway traffic closures and delays are discussed in the Traffic Management Plan 
section of the environmental document 

Potential staging and storage areas were identified away from Carpinteria Creek in order 
to further minimize impacts to the natural resources found there.  

Each year, water diversions in Carpinteria creek will be constructed and then removed to 
accommodate the rainy seasons and migration windows of steelhead. 

ESA fencing will be installed throughout areas of the project to limit construction 
activities and protect habitats of concern.  

Special Provisions for the installation of ESA fencing and silt fencing shall be included in 
the Construction Contract for this project and also identified on the project plans. 
Although all ESA’s will be delineated on the plans, ESA areas must also be delineated in 
the field and must be approved by the project environmental division prior to beginning 
any construction activities including vehicle storage. Resident Engineer should contact 
Lisa Schicker, Biologist at 805-549-3628, construction Liaison George Sistek (805-549-
3487) or Chuck Cesena, Supervisor (549-3622).  

Response to comment 5: It is anticipated that this project will have a net beneficial affect 
on the species and critical habitat due to the removal of an existing at-grade stream 
crossing, the replacement of the existing SR 101 Bridges with single span bridges, and 
the raising of the SR 101 bridges.   

Creation of an additional 1,560 square feet of “Other Waters of the United States” will be 
achieved with the removal of an existing low-flow concrete bike/pedestrian path on 
Carpinteria Creek.   

The vegetation within the riparian zone of Carpinteria Creek includes arroyo willows, 
California blackberry, alder, western sycamore, blue elderberry, black cottonwood, 
German ivy, water hemlock, broad-leaved cattail, watercress, giant reed, garden 
nasturtium, horsetail, and duckweed. The majority of the riparian canopy consists of 
arroyo willow, alder, and western sycamore. Vegetation removed during construction 
will be replaced with the same type of native plants that were removed and planted at a 
3:1 ratio. A five-year plant establishment period is recommended. 

Response to comment 6: Plans and preliminary drawings are found in both the NES and 
the BA and have been reviewed by NOAA in order for NOAA to issue the BO in April 
2010.   
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Project engineers conducted hydraulic analysis on Carpinteria Creek.  Flow data on 
Carpinteria Creek was analyzed for maximum and average daily flows for the last 20 
years. Average daily flows between June 1st and October 31st are lower that what is 
needed for juvenile steelhead passage, 1 cubic feet per second (cfs), on all days but two 
(1.1 and 1.0 cfs) in October. Adult steelhead require a 3 cfs minimum flow for passage; 
therefore, it is not expected that any steelhead will be attempting to pass through the 
diversion area during the construction window.  

A Caltrans Hydraulics Engineer analyzed several different diversion designs and it was 
determined that juvenile and adult steelhead passage through a diversion would not be 
possible with the expected flows. These calculations were based on the historic flow data 
and the existing topography of the creek in accordance with the Caltrans Fish Passage 
Manual. 

Response to comment 7: The proposed project, including work in and around Carpinteria 
Creek will take an estimated five construction years (depending on weather), and is 
currently scheduled to begin in 2011.  

Unless directed otherwise by the resource agencies, the construction window for work in 
and around the creeks will be from June 1 through October 31, annually, in order to avoid 
impacting migrating steelhead trout and the peak breeding season for tidewater gobies.  

Removal of riparian vegetation and large trees (Diameter Breast Height > 6 inches dbh 
(25.4 cm) would occur from September 1 - February 15, which is outside of the nesting 
season of migratory birds and raptors. Removal of riparian vegetation and large trees will 
occur outside of the nesting season in order to avoid impacts to migratory birds and 
raptors.      

Work will not be performed in a live stream channel; areas will be carefully dewatered.  
Access to Carpinteria Creek will be from the existing bike path located at the Via Real 
frontage road and the top of the creek banks. The existing bike path creek crossing will 
be removed following the completion of new frontage road, bridge and bike path 
construction. The existing bike path crossing over Carpinteria Creek will be relocated 
across the new Via Real extension over Carpinteria Creek and will conform to the 
existing path on the north bank. 

Response to comment 8: No work will be performed in a wetted stream channel. Using 
cofferdams will divert the water in Carpinteria Creek. During construction activities, a 
cofferdam will be used from June 1- October 31 each year, for 4-5 consecutive years. The 
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cofferdam will be built on June 1, removed by October 31 and then rebuilt again the 
following year again on June 1 until the work is complete.  

Water diversion will be accomplished by using a cofferdam constructed of sandbags 
(filled with washed river gravel) and a plastic liner that is placed on the upstream end of 
the work area.  

During bridge construction, it is possible that the diversion of water in Carpinteria Creek 
is needed 5 times (one per year) at the SR 101 bridges and 2 times at the Via Real Bridge. 
The diversion at the Via Real Bridge will be installed concurrently with the SR 101 
bridge diversion. This estimate of a five-year construction period is based upon close 
examination of the Stage Construction Analysis and accounting for a 5-month work 
window within the creek.  

Flow through the construction area would be maintained through a flexible pipe culvert 
of adequate size in order to facilitate all the analyzed maximum daily flows with the 
exception of one (October 20th). This one day maximum flow exceeded all other flows in 
the month by at least 1.14 cfs, and is the least likely flow expected.  

The corrugated pipe would terminate in a plastic lined weir on the downstream side of the 
diversion. A second plastic lined weir immediately below the first is often used as a 
settling basin for any particulates transported by the diversion.  

Two different cofferdams are needed in Carpinteria Creek. One will be in place for work 
associated with the demolition and construction of the existing SR 101 Bridges and the 
other is needed for work associated with the construction of new the Via Real Bridge.  

The diversion of the creek for the SR 101 bridges will be approximately 300’ in length. 
The diversion for the Via Real Bridge will be approximately 190’ in length. The distance 
between the two diversions is approximately 80’.  

Prior to construction activities, the project area will be surveyed for the presence of 
steelhead. Additional surveys will be conducted up and downstream from the ADI in 
order to identify appropriate habitat for fish relocation.  

Fish barriers will be installed and steelhead present inside the ADI will be relocated 
within Carpinteria Creek by a NMFS approved fisheries biologist, as authorized under a 
Biological Opinion.  
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The names and credentials of personnel requested to conduct these activities shall be 
supplied to NMFS for review and approval at least 15 day prior to the onset of these 
activities. The approved fisheries biologist will monitor the ADI during all phases of 
construction that have the potential to affect steelhead and critical habitat. 

During the de-watering effort, if present, as many steelhead as possible shall be removed 
prior to draining the site. After fish barriers are constructed, steelhead shall be captured, 
transported in buckets, and released in the most appropriate habitat within Carpinteria 
Creek.  Steelhead shall be captured using dip nets and other appropriate tools and moved 
as described above. Handling time for steelhead shall be minimized to the maximum 
extent practicable. Detailed records of steelhead handled will be kept and reported to 
NMFS.  

All debris and aquatic and emergent vegetation in the pumped area shall be carefully 
inspected for steelhead and other vertebrates. As the work site is de-watered, remaining 
pools shall be inspected for steelhead.  If water is to be pumped around work sites, 
intakes shall be completely screened with wire mesh not larger than five millimeters 
(mm) to prevent juvenile steelhead from entering the pump system. 

ESA fencing will be installed throughout areas of the project to delineate construction 
boundaries and protect sensitive habitats.  

No equipment will be fueled or serviced within 20m of the riparian or wetland areas. 

Non-native vegetation will be removed from the ADI.  Revegetation will be 
accomplished with the use of locally native species. Riparian vegetation that is removed 
as part of this project will be replaced at a 3:1 ratio. 

Affects to downstream habitat will be avoided through the use of erosion and 
sedimentation BMPs. 

All project personnel will receive environmental training that is to include steelhead 
identification and natural history, protective measures, and reporting. 

Response to comment 9: Flow data on Carpinteria Creek was analyzed for maximum and 
average daily flows for the last 20 years. Average daily flows between June 1st and 
October 31st are lower that what is needed for juvenile steelhead passage, 1 cubic feet per 
second (cfs), on all days but two (1.1 and 1.0 cfs) in October. Adult steelhead require a 3 
cfs minimum flow for passage; therefore, it is not expected that any steelhead will be 
attempting to pass through the diversion area during the construction window.  
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Please also refer to the design and hydraulic details listed under the project description 
found under response to comment 1 for further details about the hydraulic conditions that 
will exist after the new bridges are built.  

Post-project hydraulic conditions will occur due to manipulation of the stream channel, 
bridge construction, and the removal of piers and the low flow concrete structure. 
Removal of the piers and the structure are expected to benefit steelhead by improving fish 
passage within the stream. This project is expected to maintain and/or improve conditions 
for migrating steelhead. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    527 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    528 

 
 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 
 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    529 

 

Response to Theresa Stevens, Ph.D., Project Manager, North Coast Branch, 
Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
 
Response to comment 1: Both Army Corps- and California Coastal Commission-defined 
wetland parameters were used, and both were identified in Table 2.31.  

Response to comment 2: Caltrans would comply with the Corps Mitigation Rule that 
mitigation for impacts to waters of the U.S. be planned, implemented, maintained, and 
monitored for a minimum of five years. However, Caltrans uses a very specific term 
“plant establishment” for a three-year contract after the construction of the project.  
Planting in the protected areas would occur during the construction phase of the project, 
allowing for monitoring and an additional two years of maintenance.  

Response to comment 3: Critical habitat does not exist for any of the species listed in this 
comment. Critical habitat has been identified only in Carpinteria Creek for steelhead 
trout.  

Response to comment 4: Bird species that can be found in the area have been added to 
the inventory of species. Refer to Section 2.3.3 of the final environmental document. 

There have been no recent Least bell’s vireo surveys, no local or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service-recorded sightings of any Least bell vireo sightings, and therefore, no reason to 
repeat surveys at this time. Pre-construction surveys would be done to determine the level 
of protection required for any nesting migratory birds. 

Response to comment 5: The salt marsh birds beak and light-footed clapper rail were 
included in the Natural Environment Study. But, because they are not found within the 
area of direct impact for the project, they were not included in the draft environmental 
document.  

Response to comment 6: Caltrans has minimized impacts to Section 404 resources by 
designing the Via Real and Route 101 bridges so that piers would be outside the Ordinary 
Plane of High Water. Caltrans has also worked to minimize the necessary construction 
period and area within Carpinteria Creek. 

Response to comment 7: The project would not have permanent impacts to an area 
greater than 0.5 acre of waters of the U.S.; therefore, identification of the Least 
Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative is not required.  
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Response to comment 8: Please see response to comment 7 above.  
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Section 2.0 Individuals and Non-Profit Organizations 
 
Comments were received from the following individuals and non-profit organizations 
(individuals who provided more than one comment letter are further organized by the 
date comments were received): 

 
Abbott 
Allen 
Baker* 
Beland 
Blu Croix LTD 
Borello 
Bosse 
Bowen 
Cameron 
Casteen 
Chafey 
ChannelKeeper 
Carpinteria Valley Association 
Densmore 
Dewett   March 18, 2009 
Dewett   January 22, 2009 
Dominguez 
Downs 
Doyle 
Ebeling* 
Nimmer 
Enticknap 
Feramisco* 
Gutierrez 
Hallenbeck 
Hurd 
Jackson   January 22, 2009* 
Jackson   March 20, 2009 
Joles 
Kistler 
Korb 
Lehtinen   January 22, 2009 
Lehtinen   March 16, 2009 
Martinez* 
                                                 
* Included and/or signed copy of Cameo Road Petition 
 
 
 
 

McFaul 
Meecham 
Meyer 
Middleton 
Mueller   January 22, 2009 
Mueller  March 20, 2009 
Mulhall  March 23, 2009 5:00 p.m. 
Mulhall  March 23, 2009 7:46 p.m. 
Mullikin 
Ogan 
Osborne 
Paras   unknown receipt 
Paras   January 22, 2009* 
Paulsen 
Priest 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Sharp 
South Coast Habitat Restoration 
Stoner 
Tornello   January 22, 2009 
Tornello   February 9, 2009 
Tornello   March 16, 2009  
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Response to Juanita J. Abbott 
 
Response to comment 1: Your opposition to the roundabout is acknowledged. 

Response to comment 2: As shown in Tables 11, 12, 18, and 19 of the Final Traffic 
Analysis Report – US 101/Linden Avenue/Casitas Pass Road Interchange Improvement 
Project, June 2007, the average delay at the intersection of Linden\Ogan is about twice as 
long under Alternatives 1 and 4 compared to Alternatives 2 and 3 due to the location of 
the northbound on-ramp rather than the type of control at the Via Real\Ogan intersection. 
The relevant values from the report are shown below. 

 

 

 
Linden\Ogan Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project Alternative  
1 and 4 Alternative 2 Alternative 3

Intersection  
Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 AM SSS  
Signal  31 / D (WB) 40 / D  19 / B  19 / B  

2016 PM SSS  
Signal  20 / C (WB) 24 / C  18 / B  18 / B  

2036 AM SSS  
Signal  

> 50 / F 
(WB)  33 / C  14 / B  14 / B  

2036 PM SSS  
Signal  > 50 / F  30 / C  16 / B  16 / B  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Response to Suzanne Allen 
 
Response to comment: The backyards of the Cameo Road homes next to the avocado 
orchard were modeled and are predicted to be 64 dBA with the project in the 2036 design 
year and 66 dBA without the project. Under Federal Highway Administration and 
Caltrans guidelines, noise abatement must be considered when the noise abatement 
criterion, 67 dBA, is met. Under Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans 
guidelines, this area does not qualify for consideration of a sound wall at this time.  

Under CEQA, no significant noise impact (12 dBA or more) will occur as a result of the 
project, and no mitigation is required. 
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Response to Jenifer Baker  

Response to comment 1: Please refer to response to Cameo Road Petition, Section 3.0. 

Response to comment 2: To improve local circulation, Caltrans is committed to building 
a full interchange at Casitas Pass Road: on- and off-ramps in both the northbound and 
southbound directions. Adding a northbound on-ramp on the bridge would require 
removing the existing segment of Via Real between Casitas Pass Road and Vallecito 
Road, limiting access to the Vallecito Road/Ogan Road neighborhood and completely 
removing vehicular and pedestrian access to Hales Lane. Removing the segment of the 
existing frontage road along with the Via Real extension would not be consistent with the 
City of Carpinteria’s local Circulation Element, as outlined in its General Plan.  Also, 
moving the northbound ramp to the bridge would require a wider bridge structure to 
accommodate an exclusive left-turn lane. 

Route 101 is being raised at Carpinteria Creek to pass the 100-year flow. Please refer to 
Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final environmental document for a full 
discussion of this issue. 

Response to comment 3: Caltrans has worked closely with the City of Carpinteria, using 
the City’s General Plan and professionally prepared technical studies to analyze the 
project.   

Response to comment 4: The studied alternatives were developed to minimize impacts to 
the surrounding neighborhood, incorporate current state design standards, and maximize 
local circulation efficiency. 
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Response to Tom Beland 

Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents; a second information 
meeting was held on March 16, 2009.  

Response to comment 2: The maps referred to are simplified, not-to-scale stick figure 
maps. To accommodate text and other illustrations, the Cameo Road neighborhood was 
not shown. As a result of your and your neighbors’ comments, the Cameo Road 
neighborhood has been added to these maps. 

Response to comment 3: An analysis was done to quantify the noise level contribution 
exclusively from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas 
Pass Road. The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes among the vehicle mix 
based on the traffic study for the proposed project.  

Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and speeds, 
highway traffic will continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. Computer 
predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of highway, Via 
Real and the proposed highway ramps in the project design year (2036) show that the 
noise contribution with the project at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway would be 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real and 64 dBA Leq from 
the highway traffic. The mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted 
to be 66 dBA, and the with-project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without 
the avocado orchard in place for a more conservative estimate) in the 2036 design year at 
Receptor area 11. 

The reason noise levels decrease by 2 dBA in the project design year with the project at 
Receptor area 11 is because the extension of Via Real would act as a small sound berm 
for noise originating on Route 101. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. Because of the 
substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds on Route 101, the highway would remain 
the dominant noise source in the area.   
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Response to comment 4: The backyards of the Cameo Road homes next to the avocado 
orchard were modeled and are predicted to be 64 dBA with the project in the 2036 design 
year and 66 dBA without the project. Under Federal Highway Administration and 
Caltrans guidelines, noise abatement must be considered when the noise abatement 
criterion, 67 dBA, is met. Under Federal Highway Administration and Caltrans 
guidelines, this area does not qualify for consideration of a sound wall at this time.   

Response to comment 5: The project proposes new landscaping, including substantial 
trees, which would help reduce the visibility of headlight glare at night. 

Response to comment 6: The Via Real extension is identified in the City of Carpinteria’s 
General Plan. It reduces travel time from the residential area east of Carpinteria Creek to 
downtown by about 50% and alleviates traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%.   

The completion of Via Real as a continuous frontage road along the north side of Route 
101 has been an integral component of this proposal since inception, due to its 
relationship to both overcrossings. Without Via Real, it is anticipated a greater number of 
local residents north of Route 101 would use the mainline to cross the city east and west, 
due to the lack of a frontage road on the north side of Route 101. The traffic and 
circulation performance of the overcrossing structures depend on completion of the Via 
Real extension. Finally, the Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved 
Carpinteria General Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element.      

Also, the Via Real extension accommodates the proposed northbound on- and off-ramps, 
allowing for the minimum required spacing between the Casitas Pass and Linden Avenue 
interchanges.  

Response to comment 7: The Casitas Pass interchange needs to be replaced due to the 
existing non-standard vertical clearance over Route 101, the non-standard spacing and 
merging lengths between the Casitas Pass northbound on-ramp and the Linden Avenue 
northbound on-ramp, and insufficient pedestrian and bicycle access along Casitas Pass 
Road. For more information on the need for the project, please refer to Section 1.2.2 
Need of the final environmental document.   

Response to comment 8: The Via Real extension is identified in the City of Carpinteria’s 
General Plan. It reduces travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek 
to downtown by about 50% and alleviates traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%.   
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The Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved Carpinteria General 
Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element. The completion of Via Real as a continuous 
frontage road along the north side of Route 101 has been an integral component of this 
proposal since inception, due to its relationship to both overcrossings. Without Via Real, 
it is anticipated a greater number of local residents north of Route 101 would use the 
mainline to cross the city east and west, due to the lack of a frontage road on the north 
side of Route 101. The traffic and circulation performance of the overcrossing structures 
depend on completion of the Via Real extension.      

Response to comment 9: The highway would be raised 6-10 feet to allow for a higher 
bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek, but after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade just north of the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing 
heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour through town because of lower-
than-standard clearance on the existing structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA.  

The project proposes new landscaping, including many trees, which would help reduce 
the visibility of headlight glare at night.   

Response to comment 10: The bridges at Carpinteria Creek must be replaced despite the 
fact that there hasn’t been any recent flooding. The proposed bridges are being designed 
for the 100-year flow in accordance with federal regulations and to eliminate flooding 
caused by the existing bridges as shown on the FEMA flood map. Please refer to Section 
2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final environmental document for a full discussion 
of flooding issues. 
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Response to Blu Croix LTD 

Response to comment 1: All four alternatives were specifically designed to avoid the 
central office facility, and we anticipate no impacts to it or to Verizon operations. 

Response to comment 2: Sound walls are being incorporated into area of the project 
where warrants have been met for their construction. Several sound walls are being 
proposed near the Verizon facility on Ogan Road. 

Response to comment 3: Manhole 35A, next to the Verizon facility, would be preserved 
in its current location, but its elevation may be adjusted up or down. The subsurface cable 
vault associated with the manhole would not be disturbed. 

Response to comment 4: The two utility vaults on the southeast and northeast corners of 
the Verizon property would not be affected or disturbed. 

Response to comment 5: Access to the central office building would be provided during 
and after construction. 

Response to comment 6: Caltrans is required by law to reimburse property owners at fair 
market value for the purchase of property.  
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Response to Antoinette Borello 

Response to comment 1: The maps referred to are simplified, not-to-scale public display 
maps. To accommodate text and other illustrations, the Cameo Road neighborhood was 
not shown. As a result of your and your neighbors’ comments, the Cameo Road 
neighborhood has been added to these maps. 

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administrations Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is 2 dBA lower than the no-project 
analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement. Based on 
the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up to 65 dBA 
are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, and abatement 
would not be included for that location. 
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Response to Bosse  

Response to comment 1: Alternatives were developed to minimize impacts to the 
surrounding neighborhood, incorporate current state design standards, and maximize 
local circulation efficiency, all while minimizing cost. 

Response to comment 2: The current funding for this project was programmed years 
before the current economic downturn. The funding for this project, which is gathered 
through state gas tax dollars and is reserved for use in transportation projects, comes from 
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) determines how STIP money is spent on a 
regionwide basis and has reserved a portion specifically for this project. 
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Response to Jolene Bowen 

Response to comment 1: Please refer to the response to the Cameo Road Petition, Section 
3.0, Appendix O, page 631. 

Response to comment 2: The project does not add new vehicle trips to the local area, but 
rather redirects existing traffic within the circulation network. There are three 
discontinuous sections of Via Real, a parallel arterial on the north side of Route 101 in 
the city. This creates difficulties for local traffic on the north side of Route 101, including 
bicycles, pedestrians, and emergency vehicles, requiring out-of-direction travel and/or 
freeway use to access properties on the north side of Route 101. Out-of-direction travel 
significantly increases localized concentrations of criteria and health-based air pollutants. 

Although the extension of Via Real would move traffic to within about 250 feet for the 
residents along the south side of Cameo Road, the traffic study prepared for the project 
indicates that Via Real would carry relatively low vehicle volumes (compared Route 101) 
traveling at about 35-40 miles per hour. This is close to the optimum speed of 45 miles 
per hour for the most efficient combustion and cleanest emissions for fossil fueled 
vehicles. An intersection with signals at Casitas Pass would not create substantial 
increases in emissions over the existing stop sign-controlled intersection. An intersection 
with signals would stop only a portion of vehicle traffic during the red cycle, as opposed 
to stopping every vehicle at a stop sign-controlled intersection. 

A study by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District (Recommended Protocol for 
Evaluating the Location of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent to Major Roadways, January 
2007) showed that where there are high volumes of trucks on the highway (100,000 
vehicles per day on a highway or 50,000 vehicles per day on a rural roadway), there is a 
70% drop in pollutant levels at a distance of 500 feet from the roadway. Cameo Road is 
about 400 or more feet from the highway and about 250 feet from Via Real. Route 101 
through the local area is predicted to have an annual average daily traffic of about 90,000 
vehicles in 2036, and Via Real to have an expected annual average daily traffic of 4,500.  
The heavy-duty truck percentage on Via Real is less than 1%, while the heavy-duty truck 
percentage on the highway is about 6%.   

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has stated that even with the expected 
increases in vehicular traffic in the next 20 years, that legislated emissions reductions in 
both on- and off-road vehicles and the replacement of older vehicles with newer more 
efficient ones would cause an improvement in local air quality. Assembly Bill 32 requires 
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the CARB to develop a strategy to improve California greenhouse gas (mainly carbon 
dioxide) emission levels to 1990 levels by the year 2020. These reductions would include 
diesel particulate that is a primary health concern and consists of compound of carbon. 

Greenhouse gas variables that are likely to change dramatically during the design life of 
the proposed project, including an anticipated 30-50% efficiency increase in vehicle fuel 
economy, the potential for near-zero carbon vehicles, low-carbon transportation fuel, and 
changes in land use and driver behavior and the overall U.S. economy, also help offset 
any perceived increase in transportation-related emissions. 
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Response to Karl Cameron 

Response to comment 1: Your preference for either Alternative 2 or 3 is acknowledged. 
Alternative 3 has been selected as the preferred alternative.  

Response to comment 2: The signal would be installed as part of the project construction, 
at which time the signal warrant would have been met. 
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Response to Marsden Carter Casteen 

Response to comment 1: Thank you for your interest in the project. Your support of 
Alternative 2 is acknowledged. 
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Response to Suzette A. Chafey 

Response to comment 1: Caltrans is currently developing specifications for the inclusion 
of permeable pavement in projects. This will soon become a standard practice that will be 
considered for placement on all applicable Caltrans projects. It is very likely that 
permeable pavement would be included for this project where not precluded by 
groundwater or structural limitations.  

Noise benefits can be achieved with the application of permeable pavements and 
specialized pavement such as Open Graded Asphalt-Concrete or the use of Rubberized 
Asphalt-Concrete. Typically, these types of pavements wear much faster than 
conventional asphalt concrete, and as the pore spaces between the aggregate fill with dirt 
and various roadway debris, their noise benefit diminishes significantly. 

Response to comment 2: Your preference for as few intersections with signals as possible 
is acknowledged. Traffic signals are installed only when needed. 

Response to comment 3: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. When the noise analysis was done for this project, design year predictions used 
the maximum expected speed and traffic volumes on a future 6-lane highway, included 
the Via Real extension, assumed the raised profile of the mainline by up to 10 feet, and 
included the proposed reconfigured highway ramps. The with-project design year noise 
levels were evaluated using the most conservative approach feasible. Areas that were not 
predicted to exceed Caltrans’ noise abatement criteria threshold were not considered for 
abatement. For those receptors that are blocks away from the mainline of the highway, 
traffic on local roadways and other various noise sources begin to dominate the local 
noise environment of those areas. Analyzing noise impacts for receptors that are over 500 
feet or more from the highway was not part of the scope of the project noise study. 
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Response to ChannelKeeper 

Response to comment 1: There was an oversight in not including ChannelKeeper on the 
interested parties list. Caltrans apologizes for the oversight. However, two public notices 
were placed in local newspapers to inform the public that the document was available for 
review, in accordance with CEQA guidelines and Caltrans’ policies for public notice.  

Response to comment 2: In the draft environmental document, the inclusion of discussion 
of negotiations with the Regional Water Quality Control Board is a standard clause used 
in the event that storm water treatment best management practices are not possible due to 
geologic, socioeconomic, or biological impacts.   

As this project would increase impervious surfaces by more than 1 acre, permanent storm 
water treatment best management practices have been considered for incorporation into 
this project, as required by the Caltrans Storm Water Management Plan and Storm Water 
Quality Handbooks. Receiving water body quality drives storm water treatment best 
management practice consideration.   

In this case, Franklin Creek and Carpinteria Creek are the receiving water bodies.  
Franklin Creek is on the 303(d) list as being impaired by nitrate as nitrate. Carpinteria 
Creek is 303(d) listed as impaired by pathogens.  

The targeted design constituent for Carpinteria Creek is General Pollutant Removal since 
none of the impairments for Carpinteria Creek are found in highway runoff. The targeted 
design constituent for Franklin Creek is nitrogen. Because none of the best management 
practices that target nitrogen are acceptable within the project limits, general pollutant 
removal would be targeted. Bio-filtration has shown to be effective in removal of nitrates, 
but it is not the preferred method to do so.  

A system of bio-swales/strips is proposed to treat 100% of the new impervious surfaces 
for this project. The system proposed would treat storm water from the Caltrans right-of-
way and the City of Carpinteria’s new frontage road.   

Bio-filtration strips are vegetated land areas, over which storm water flows as sheet flow. 
Bio-filtration swales are vegetated channels, typically configured as trapezoidal or v-
shaped channels that receive and convey storm water flows while meeting water quality 
criteria and other flow criteria. Pollutants are removed through both types of bio-filtration 
by filtering through the vegetation, sedimentation, adsorption to soil particles, and 
infiltration through the soil.  
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Strips and swales are effective at trapping litter, total suspended solids (soil particles), 
and particulate metals. In most cases, flow attenuation is also provided, so bio-filtration 
swales and strips can also be considered a low-impact development technique (Caltrans, 
2007). Bio-filtration strips are one of several best management practices for treatment of 
storm water runoff from project areas that are anticipated to produce pollutants of 
concern (e.g., roadways, parking lots, maintenance facilities, etc.).  

Response to comment 3: The Maximum Extent Practicable analysis is driven by the 
impaired water body listing (also known as the 303(d) list) issued by the Central Coast 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. At this time, Franklin Creek has been listed as 
impaired by nitrates. The Central Regional Water Quality Control Board does not 
identify, including in the draft 2009 recommended changes to the Central Coast Region’s 
303(d) list, any future listing of Franklin Creek for metals. Although the target design 
constituent for treatment best management practices consideration is not metals, the 
treatment best management practices currently being considered for inclusion in this 
project, also have metal removal qualities. Bio-filtration-type treatment best management 
practices have been proven to effectively remove over 80% of the following pollutants: 
litter, total suspended solids, and metals. For more information, refer to the Roadside 
Vegetated Treatment Sites study at: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/special/newsetup/_pdfs/monitoring/CTSW-
RT-03-028.pdf.    

Response to comment 4: Discussions would be ongoing with the City of Carpinteria 
during the design process to ensure our shared requirements are met and to protect the 
environmental quality of this project’s receiving waters.   

Response to comment 5: Temporary storm water impacts from construction, for all 
projects with 1 acre or greater of soil disturbance, are covered by the Construction 
General Permit. Caltrans construction storm water practices ensure compliance with the 
Construction General Permit to the maximum extent practicable.   

Standard temporary construction site storm water pollution prevention best management 
practices such as silt fencing, application of fiber rolls, check dams, hydraulic mulch, 
street sweeping and vacuuming, general waste management, concrete waste management, 
stockpile management, and storm drain inlet protection would be used during 
construction to avoid potential discharges of pollutants to surface water. 

Response to comment 6: Dewatering may be required for excavations within the 
construction site, depending on the season and the amount of rainfall before the work 
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takes place. In such cases, the excavation would be protected from infiltration of surface 
water using berms or diversions, and would have adequate capacity for accumulated rain 
that falls directly into the excavation. These measures would prevent flooding and the 
resultant discharge of pollutants from dewatered excavations into wetlands. Discharge 
from dewatering activities would be treated or disposed of according to the Caltrans Field 
Guide to Construction Site Dewatering procedures. 
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Response to Carpinteria Valley Association  

Response to comment 1: Sound walls are built where Caltrans and Federal Highway 
Administration protocols identify they are reasonable and feasible. Please see Section 
2.2.6, Noise, in the final environmental document for more information. Short-term 
construction noise would be minimized as a required component of all Caltrans projects 
per Sections 7 and 11 of the Standard Specifications (Sound Control Requirements). For 
example, temporary noise barriers can be installed to mitigate construction noise, dust, 
glare, and visual impacts. The Resident Engineer evaluates sound control requirements 
on a case-by-case basis during specific construction activities. 

Response to comment 2: In 1992, the Santa Barbara six-lane project was proposed, but 
did not move forward. The Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road Interchanges project is 
a result of a corridorwide study done due to the failure of the Santa Barbara six-lane 
project. This project will take about 4 years to complete. 
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Response to Pam Densmore 

Response to comment 1: Project alternatives were developed to minimize impacts to the 
surrounding neighborhood, incorporate current state design standards, and maximize 
local circulation efficiency. Caltrans acknowledges that the project would have 
community character impacts and has developed mitigation, such as working with the 
City’s Architectural Review Board to provide appropriate planting and aesthetic 
treatments to project elements (sound walls and bridge structures), to minimize such 
impacts. For more information, please refer to Sections 2.1.3.1 Community Character and 
Cohesion and 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics.  

Response to comment 2: This project would add Class II bike lanes on both sides of 
Casitas Pass Road, Linden Avenue, and Via Real, resulting in uninterrupted bicycle 
access from Bailard Avenue all the way through to Linden Avenue. The project would 
also add three new Class I bike trails: two connecting the existing path on the north bank 
of Carpinteria Creek to northbound and southbound Via Real and one along the east side 
of Via Real to Casitas Pass Road. 

Response to comment 3: The maximum number of lanes for the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing for all build alternatives is five. No alternatives have six lanes on any of the 
bridges or overcrossings. Five lanes are necessary to carry the amount of traffic that has 
been projected to occur in the design year (2036) and maintain the City’s desired Level of 
Service C. 

Response to comment 4: As currently proposed, the height of the Casitas Pass Road and 
Linden Avenue overcrossing bridges would be built at the state minimum clearance of 
16.5 feet from the bottom of the bridge to the Route 101 roadway below. This clearance 
is necessary to allow Route 101 traffic to continue to flow under the bridges while 
building the forms and supports for the new structure. Vertical clearance is also identified 
by the Federal Highway Administration as a controlling criterion for selection of design 
standards of primary importance for highway safety. 

Response to comment 5: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administrations Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is 2 dBA lower than the no-project 
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analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement. Based on 
the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up to 65 dBA 
are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, and abatement 
would not be included for that location. 

The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) were 
modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely removed. The computer predictions 
used the maximum expected speed and traffic volumes on a future six lanes of highway, 
Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. The with-project design year noise level of 
64 dBA was evaluated with the most conservative approach, which would not exceed 
either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The 
result is no net gain or loss in noise levels with the full removal of the existing orchard. It 
has not been determined at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or only 
partially removed under the build condition.  
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Response to Reatha I. Dewett (January 22, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is 2 dBA lower than the no-project 
analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  

Based on the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up 
to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor area 
11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, 
and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 2: An analysis quantified the noise level contribution exclusively 
from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas Pass Road. 
The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes amongst the vehicle mix based on 
the traffic study prepared for the proposed project.  

Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and speeds, 
highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. The analysis 
concluded that the Via Real extension and newly configured interchange would 
contribute a predicted 54 dBA to the residents represented by Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road). The mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted to be 66 
dBA; the with-project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without the avocado 
orchard in place for a more conservative estimate) in the design year at Receptor area 11. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. As discussed 
during the public meetings, because of the substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds 
on Route 101, the highway would remain the dominant noise source in the area.  
Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of 
highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps, in the project design year (2036) 
show that the noise contribution at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway is 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real and 64 dBA Leq from the 
highway traffic.   
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The reason noise levels decrease by 2 dBA in the project design year at Receptor area 11 
is because the extension of Via Real would act as a small sound berm for noise 
originating on Route 101. With that said, noise levels would actually decrease in the build 
condition (from design year no-project levels), and predicted noise levels would be due 
solely to future traffic volumes on the mainline of Route 101.  

Response to comment 3. Because the area represented by Receptor 11 does not qualify 
for a sound wall, a sound wall would not be in place before construction.  
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Response to Reatha Dewett (March 16, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1:  Please see response to Dewett (January 22, 2009) above.  

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up 
to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor area 
11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, 
and abatement would not be included for that location. 
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Response to Jesse E. Dominguez 
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notices about the availability of the draft environmental document and planned public 
meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound) on 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009. Later, the comment period was extended. 
Notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public information meeting 
was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail notification of public 
meetings.   

Response to comment 2: The maps referred to are simplified, not-to-scale public display 
maps. To accommodate text and other illustrations, the Cameo Road neighborhood was 
not shown. As a result of your and your neighbors’ comments, the Cameo Road 
neighborhood has been added to all maps. 

Response to comment 3: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road)). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 4: The Casitas Pass Road/Route 101 southbound ramps 
intersection operates at an unacceptable Level of Service E during the morning peak hour 
under existing conditions. Under future no-project conditions, the Casitas Pass 
Road/Route 101 interchange would operate at an unacceptable level of services. See 
details in table below for intersection level of service for Casitas Pass interchange level of 
service for no-project conditions and all alternatives with mitigation. The installation of a 
signal causes vehicles to “platoon” when the signal is red causing gaps in traffic.  With a 
stop sign, cars would travel through the intersection one at a time, creating a more steady 
flow of vehicles. With the project, gaps in “platoons” of vehicles would allow left and 
right turns out of/in to Cameo Road.  
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Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay/LOS  
2016 Morning  

Casitas Pass Road/ 
Route 101 Southbound 
Ramps  

AWS 
Signal 31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road/Via 
Real/Route 101 
Northbound Off-Ramp  

AWS 
Signal > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening  
Casitas Pass 
Road/Route 101 
Southbound Ramps  

AWS 
Signal >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road/Via 
Real/Route 101 
Northbound Off-Ramp  

AWS 
Signal > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning  
Casitas Pass Road/ 
Route 101 Southbound 
Ramps  

AWS 
Signal >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road/Via 
Real/Route 101 
Northbound Off-Ramp  

AWS 
Signal >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening  
Casitas Pass Road/ 
Route 101 Southbound 
Ramps  

AWS 
Signal >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road/Via 
Real/Route 101 
Northbound Off-Ramp  

AWS 
Signal >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold 
is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst 
approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average 
control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity 
Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Response to comment 5: The bridges at Carpinteria Creek must be replaced despite the 
fact that there hasn’t been any recent flooding. The proposed bridges are being designed 
for the 100-year flow in accordance with federal regulations and to eliminate flooding 
caused by the existing bridges as shown on the FEMA flood map. The 100-year flow is a 
theoretical value based on creek flow data. Creek flows have not been high enough to 
cause significant flooding in the last 40 years. The flow in 1995 was the largest since 
1969, and it was only about two-thirds as big as the 100-year flow. Please refer to Section 
2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final environmental document for a full discussion 
of flooding issues. 

Response to comment 6: The Santa Barbara County Flood Control District has been 
maintaining the creek since the late 1960s. Maintenance helps to reduce debris, but 
doesn’t eliminate it. Caltrans and the County have records of debris collecting at the 
Route 101 and Carpinteria Avenue bridges on Carpinteria Creek in 1995. The FEMA 
Flood Insurance Study for the creek found debris was a factor in limiting the flow under 
the existing bridges. The effects of debris must be considered in the proposed bridge 
design. Please refer to Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final environmental 
document for a full discussion of flooding issues. 

Response to comment 7: Because the area represented by Receptor 11 does not qualify 
for a sound wall, a sound wall would not be in place before construction.  
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Response to Donna Downs 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for your interest in and support of the project.  
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Response to Melissa Doyle 
 
Response to comment: The determination of specific architectural treatments and textures 
would be based on community input through the City of Carpinteria’s Architectural 
Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 101 Design Guidelines and 
applicable Caltrans design guidance. For more information, please see Section 2.1.6 
Visual/Aesthetics in the final environmental document. 
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Response to James Ebeling 
 
Response to comment 1: The proposed project is in an attainment area for all National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards. At the regional level, Regional Transportation Plans are 
developed that include all of the transportation projects planned for a region over a period 
of years. This project is included in the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments’ Regional Transportation Plan. Based on the projects included in the 
Regional Transportation Plan, an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the 
implementation of those projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests 
showing that attainment requirements of the Clean Air Act are met.  

If the design and scope of the proposed transportation project are the same as that 
described in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project is deemed to meet 
regional conformity requirements for purposes of the project-level analysis. 

Since the proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards and is included in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project 
would not increase air pollution and would not exceed any health-based standard. 

The proposed project is an operational improvement project that fits in with the statewide 
effort to reduce fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions through improved 
vehicle operations. To the extent that a project relieves congestion by enhancing 
operations and improving travel times in high congestion travel corridors, greenhouse gas 
emissions (particularly carbon dioxide) would be reduced within the corridor. 

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 
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Response to Barry Enticknap 
 
Response to comment: The City of Carpinteria has designated the remaining parcels near 
the end of Via Real as open space. The property is currently open to the public and will 
remain open to the public once construction of the project is complete.  
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Response to Gary and Larissa Feramisco 
 
Response to comment 1: Your opposition to the project is acknowledged. Please see 
Chapter 1 for additional information on the need for this project. 

Response to comment 2: Because the area represented by Receptor 11 does not qualify 
for a sound wall, a sound wall would not be in place before construction. Please see 
Section 2.2.6 Noise for more information on the potential noise impacts of this project.  
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Response to Carmen Gutierrez 
 
Response to comment 1: The proposed project is in an attainment area for all National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards. At the regional level, Regional Transportation Plans are 
developed that include all of the transportation projects planned for a region over a period 
of years. This project is included in the Santa Barbara County Association of 
Governments’ Regional Transportation Plan. Based on the projects included in the 
Regional Transportation Plan, an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the 
implementation of those projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests 
showing that attainment requirements of the Clean Air Act are met.  

If the design and scope of the proposed transportation project are the same as that 
described in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project is deemed to meet 
regional conformity requirements for purposes of the project-level analysis. 

Since the proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards and is included in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project 
would not increase air pollution or exceed any health-based standard. 

The residence at 5445 Hales Lane has an existing 8-foot sound wall all along the 
property’s frontage of Via Real, which then wraps around the Casitas Pass Road portion 
of the property for about 40 feet. Since an existing masonry sound wall is in place for 
residences in the area, additional sound walls were not considered for that location.  

Sound walls are being considered for portions of Via Real that meet the noise abatement 
criteria. 

Response to comment 2: Glare from traffic signals at the intersection of Casitas Pass 
Road and Via Real would be minimized to the greatest extent possible by using 
technology that limits visibility of the light source from side-viewing angles, without 
affecting their intended function. In addition, the project proposes landscaping at the 
corner of Casitas Pass Road and Via Real, which may further reduce signal visibility. 

Response to comment 3: The residence at 5445 Hales Lane is represented in our traffic 
noise model 2.5 by receptor point R-8 at 5415 Hales Lane. That receptor location was 
selected because it has the most exposure to highway noise and Via Real due to the 
driveway entrance for Hales Lane onto Via Real. The residence at 5445 benefits from the 
existing masonry wall, which wraps around the entire property line onto Casitas Pass 
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Road. This existing masonry wall, which acts as a sound wall, is about 8 feet tall. All 
build condition noise modeling included the new profile elevation of Route 101 and the 
Casitas Pass overcrossing, as well as the existing masonry wall. Noise modeling of 5415 
Hales Lane (receiving much less attenuation from the existing masonry wall than would 
be experienced at 5445 Hales Lane) indicated that a sound wall would not be needed. For 
more information, please refer to Section 2.2.6 Noise in the final environmental 
document.  

Response to comment 4: No construction is proposed in the vicinity of Hales Lane that 
would damage the integrity of the existing sound wall. Since Caltrans is not affecting the 
wall, it cannot justify replacement of the existing wall.  

Response to comment 5: Anticipated damages to the property would be handled in the 
appraisal and addressed by the right-of-way contract before the start of construction; 
however, very little construction is proposed in the vicinity of Hales Lane. If, during 
construction, damage to the property occurs, the property owner should contact either the 
acquisition agent in Right of Way or the Resident Engineer to begin a damage claim. 

If the property owner believes that damage to the property would occur and 
compensation is not offered, the property owner may hire an attorney to file an inverse 
condemnation claim.   
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Response to Arlene A. Hallenbeck 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for your interest in the project. 
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Response to Ron and Jennifer Hurd 
 
Response to comment 1: The volumes on Via Real between Vallecito and Casitas Pass 
Road under all project scenarios are reduced compared to the no-project scenario. An all-
way stop at the intersection was not evaluated as part of the project alternatives. 

Response to comment 2: The determination of specific architectural treatments and 
textures would be based on community input through the City of Carpinteria’s 
Architectural Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 101 Design 
Guidelines, and applicable Caltrans design guidance. For more information, please refer 
to Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics in the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 3: Atmospheric conditions can play an important role in perceived 
noise levels. The project includes construction of four sound walls along Via Real (refer 
to sound walls identified as B-4 through B-8 in Section 2.2.6 Noise of the final 
environmental document). These sound walls would reduce the noise level experienced at 
these locations.  
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Response to John Jackson (January 22, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The Route 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridges would be raised by 
about 10 feet at Carpinteria Creek to pass the 100-year flow. To raise the bridges, the 
road must also be raised. Please see Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final 
environmental document for a full discussion of this issue. 

The elements of this project, such as raising Route 101 over Carpinteria Creek, may 
appear costly since they represent a major long-term investment in transportation.   

Response to comment 2: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
would reduce travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to 
downtown by about 50% and alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%.     

The completion of Via Real as a continuous frontage road along the north side of Route 
101 has been an integral component of this proposal since inception, due to its 
relationship to both overcrossings. Without Via Real, it is anticipated a greater number of 
local residents north of Route 101 would use the mainline to cross the city east and west, 
due to the lack of a frontage road on the north side of Route 101. The traffic and 
circulation performance of the overcrossing structures depend on completion of the Via 
Real extension. Finally, the Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved 
Carpinteria General Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 3: Alternatives that avoid using the parcel at 1212 Casitas Pass 
Road were studied and rejected to due to higher impacts. Please refer to response to 
California Coastal Commission comment 7, above, for more information. 
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Response to John and Becky Jackson (March 20, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics of the final environmental 
document summarizes and acknowledges the anticipated high level of concern and the 
community goal of preserving the “small town quality and charm of the city.” 
Incorporation of individual visual and aesthetic policies regarding design details would 
be addressed as part of the city design review process. Mitigation measure 11 in the 
Visual/Aesthetics section requires that “During the Coastal Development Permit 
application phase of the project, Caltrans shall work with the City of Carpinteria’s 
Architectural Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 101 Design 
Guidelines, and applicable Caltrans design guidance, so that to the greatest extent feasible 
the project is consistent with City of Carpinteria aesthetic goals.”  

The Visual/Aesthetics section includes a photo-simulation of the proposed widened 
bridge structure, as seen from Linden Avenue.   

Response to comment 2: A study by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District 
(Recommended Protocol for Evaluating the Location of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent to 
Major Roadways, January 2007) showed that where there are high volumes of trucks on 
the highway (100,000 vehicles per day on a highway or 50,000 vehicles per day on a 
rural roadway), there is a 70% drop in pollutant levels at a distance of 500 feet from the 
roadway. Cameo Road is about 400+ feet from the highway and about 250 feet from Via 
Real. Route 101 through the local area is predicted to have an annual average daily traffic 
count of approximately 90,000 vehicles in 2036, and Via Real to have an expected annual 
average daily traffic count of 4,500. The heavy-duty truck percentage on Via Real is less 
than 1%, while the heavy-duty truck percentage on the highway is about 6%.   

The proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards. At the regional level, Regional Transportation Plans (RTP) are developed that 
include all of the transportation projects planned for a region over a period of years. This 
project is included in the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments’ Regional 
Transportation Plan. Based on the projects included in the Regional Transportation Plan, 
an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the implementation of those 
projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests showing that attainment 
requirements of the Clean Air Act are met.  
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If the design and scope of the proposed transportation project are the same as that 
described in the Regional Transportation Plan, then the proposed project is deemed to 
meet regional conformity requirements for purposes of the project-level analysis. 

Since the proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, and is included in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project 
would not increase air pollution that would exceed any health-based standard. 

The proposed project is an operational improvement project that fits in with the statewide 
effort to reduce fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions through improved 
vehicle operations. To the extent that a project relieves congestion by enhancing 
operations and improving travel times in high congestion travel corridors, greenhouse gas 
emissions (particularly carbon dioxide) would be reduced within the corridor. 

The Visual/Aesthetics section of the final environmental document includes Mitigation 
Measure 9, which says: “All new lighting in the vicinity of the residential neighborhoods 
north of Route 101 shall minimize excess light and glare by careful placement of the 
poles, height and position of luminaires, the use of full cut-off lenses where feasible.” 

Response to comment 3: The Via Real extension would serve mainly local traffic and 
would not directly connect to Cameo Road so would not add through traffic to the 
community. There is no evidence that crime would increase in any Carpinteria 
neighborhood due to the construction of this project.  

Response to comment 4: Traffic analysis, and subsequently the number and configuration 
of traffic lanes, is driven by the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan, which identifies the 
type of development, also known as growth. Consistent with this growth, the City of 
Carpinteria General Plan shows Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road as Secondary 
Arterials that have a total of 84 feet of right-of-way. Within the 84-foot right-of-way, 
various lane configurations are possible ranging from three to five vehicle travel lanes; all 
options allow for elements such as dedicated bike lanes and vehicle parking.   

The Casitas Pass Road overcrossing requires five travel lanes to accommodate future 
traffic. The Linden Avenue overcrossing requires only four travel lanes to accommodate 
future traffic.  

Response to comment 5: The maps referred to are simplified, not-to-scale public display 
maps. To accommodate text and other illustrations, the Cameo Road neighborhood was 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

not represented. As a result of your and your neighbors’ comments, the Cameo Road 
neighborhood has been added to these maps. 

Response to comment 6: The Route 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridges would be raised by 
about 10 feet at Carpinteria Creek to pass the 100-year flow. To raise the bridges, the 
road must also be raised. Please refer to Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain of the 
final environmental document for a full discussion of this issue. 

The backyards of the Cameo Road homes next to the avocado orchard were modeled and 
are predicted to be 64 dBA with the project in the 2036 design year and 66 dBA without 
the project.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11, and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA.     

Response to comment 7: The existing bridges at Carpinteria Creek were designed in 1953 
in accordance with Caltrans’ standards and the data available at the time. When the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency developed the flood map at this location and 
determined that the bridges were creating a diversion, which contributes to flooding, they 
had more data and were using updated methodology. Now that Caltrans is aware of the 
conditions the existing bridges cause, it is obligated to return the flow to its historic 
course and eliminate the flooding by replacing the bridges. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, the Santa Barbara County Flood Control District and the City of 
Carpinteria all advocate this course of action. Caltrans cannot address the problem by 
paying for flood insurance. 
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Response to Chris Joles 
 
Response to comment 1: Early construction of sound walls is always a consideration 
when a construction project is initiated. Many factors need to be considered for that to 
occur. Often, utility and drainage relocation must be accomplished before sound wall 
foundations can be placed. Consideration would be given to early construction of sound 
walls, and if possible, sound walls could be built where they will not interfere with other 
future items of work. 

A 12-foot sound wall is currently proposed for your location, which would include about 
200 feet of Route 101 frontage. The barrier is identified as B-8 in Section 2.2.6 Noise of 
the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 2: Replacement windows for your home are not being considered 
due to the construction of the sound wall. Building acoustical treatments, including 
window replacement, are performed mainly for schools. Replacing windows is only 
pursued when the exterior peak hour noise levels equal or exceed 75 dBA or 30 dB above 
the existing noise environment and sound walls cannot provide noise abatement. Your 
residence does not meet the peak hour noise levels necessary for window replacement. 

Response to comment 3: Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 
101 ramps operate at unacceptable service levels and result in increased vehicle delay. 
This project reduces vehicle delay and provides acceptable service levels for the local 
street network and state highway system. Alternatives were developed to minimize 
impacts to the surrounding neighborhood and maximize local circulation efficiency. 

Response to comment 4: The public would be given an opportunity to provide comments 
on this issue during the South Coast 101 HOV Project environmental review process. 

Response to comment 5: Question reads: “Who maintains areas?” The State of California 
would be responsible for maintenance of Route 101 and the connector ramps. The City of 
Carpinteria would be responsible for maintenance of all city streets (Via Real, Casitas 
Pass Road, Ogan Road, Linden Avenue, etc.). 
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Response to Pat Kistler 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for your interest in and support of the project. 
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Response to Arthur Korb 
 
Response to comment 1: An analysis quantified the noise level contribution exclusively 
from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas Pass Road. 
The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes in the vehicle mix.  

Response to comment 2: Delivery trucks currently access commercial areas of 
Carpinteria traveling on Casitas Pass. These truck trips have been included in the noise 
modeling. The model shows that the Cameo Road area would not be subject to noise 
levels that exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds.   

There are other roads in and out of the local business area. Delivery trucks would not 
have to use the new intersection with signals to enter the downtown area or have to 
double-back on Casitas Pass to leave the area. Also, the Linden Avenue overcrossing and 
Casitas Pass Road overcrossing have existing nonstandard vertical clearance over Route 
101, necessitating diversion of taller heavy-duty trucks onto city streets. The proposed 
project would alleviate this condition. 

Response to comment 3: The intersection with signals at Casitas Pass would not create 
substantial increases in emissions over the existing stop sign-controlled intersection. An 
intersection with signals would stop a portion of vehicle traffic during the red cycle, as 
opposed to stopping every vehicle at a stop sign-controlled intersection. 

A study by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District (Recommended Protocol for 
Evaluating the Location of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent to Major Roadways, January 
2007) showed that where there are high volumes of trucks on the highway (100,000 
vehicles per day on a highway, or 50,000 vehicles per day on a rural roadway), there is a 
70% drop in pollutant levels at a distance of 500 feet from the roadway. Cameo Road is 
about 400+ feet from the highway and about 250 feet from Via Real. Route 101 through 
the local area is predicted to have an annual average daily traffic count of about 90,000 
vehicles in 2036, and Via Real to have an expected annual average daily traffic count of 
4,500. The heavy-duty truck percentage on Via Real is less than 1%, while the heavy-
duty truck percentage on the highway is about 6%.   

Response to comment 4: The 6-foot grade change would have little to no effect for 
vehicles traveling at highway speed since this change would occur gradually over a 
distance of about 1,200 feet north of the Casitas Pass overcrossing (if traveling in the 
southbound direction) next to the Cameo Road neighborhood. Northbound vehicles 
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(closer to the Cameo Road neighborhood) would be losing grade as they travel through 
the adjacent Cameo Road area. The localized grade change amounts to about a 0.5% 
change from existing conditions, which would be unnoticeable to the casual traveler, and 
vehicles would not have to labor as the comment suggests. Noise modeling for the project 
accounted for a 10-foot elevation change throughout the area (a worst-case scenario). 
Under this assumption, the Cameo Road neighborhood would exceed neither the City’s 
exterior noise threshold of 65 dBA nor Caltrans exterior threshold of 67 dBA. This area 
does not qualify for noise abatement in the form of sound walls. 

With respect to exhaust emissions, the project is an operational improvement that would 
help improve traffic movement and circulation, a transportation control measure listed in 
the Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District Clean Air Plan. According to 
Caltrans Traffic and Design representatives, these improvements are expected to have a 
slight increase in speeds (1-2 miles per hour) over the short distance (1.1 miles) covered 
by the additional lanes. This would have a beneficial impact on air quality by relieving 
some of the congestion on the through lanes of the highway. Carbon monoxide (CO) and 
oxides of nitrogen (NOx) tend to decrease with increasing vehicle speeds. 

Response to comment 5: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administrations Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC) 
threshold 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as 
a small sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise 
level is estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road)). This 
level is well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the 
no-project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 6: Please refer to response to Korb comment 3 above.  

Response to comment 7: An analysis quantified the noise level contribution exclusively 
from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas Pass Road. 
The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes in the vehicle mix.  

Our noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and 
speeds, highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. The 
analysis concluded that the Via Real extension and newly configured interchange would 
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contribute a predicted 54 dBA to the residents represented by Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road). The mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted to be 66 
dBA; the with-project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without the avocado 
orchard in place for a more conservative estimate) in the design year at Receptor area 11. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. As discussed 
during the public meetings, because of the substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds 
on Route 101, the highway would remain the dominant noise source in the area.  
Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of 
highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps, in the project design year (2036) 
show that the noise contribution at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway is 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real, and 64 dBA Leq from the 
highway traffic.   

Noise levels decrease by 2 dBA in the project design year at Receptor 11 due to the 
extension of Via Real, which would act as a sound berm for noise originating on Route 
101. Noise levels would decrease in the build condition (from design year no-project 
levels), and predicted noise levels are due to future traffic volumes on the mainline of 
Route 101.  

Response to comment 8: The project does not add new vehicle trips to the local area. The 
project redirects existing traffic within the circulation network. There are three 
discontinuous sections of Via Real, a parallel arterial on the north side of Route 101 in 
the city. This causes out-of-direction travel and/or freeway use to access properties on the 
north side of Route 101. Out-of-direction travel significantly increases localized 
concentrations of criteria and health-based air toxics/pollutants. 

Although the extension of Via Real would move traffic to within about 250 feet for the 
residents along the south side of Cameo Road, the traffic study prepared for the project 
indicates that Via Real would carry relatively low vehicle volumes (compared to Route 
101) traveling at about 35-40 miles per hour, which is close to the optimum speed of 45 
miles per hour for the most efficient combustion and cleanest emissions for fossil-fueled 
vehicles. The intersection with signals at Casitas Pass is not anticipated to create 
substantial increases in emissions over the existing stop sign-controlled intersection. An 
intersection with signals would stop only a portion of vehicle traffic during the red cycle, 
as opposed to stopping every vehicle at a stop sign-controlled intersection all the time. 
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A study by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District (Recommended Protocol for 
Evaluating the Location of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent to Major Roadways, January 
2007) showed that where there are high volumes of trucks on the highway (100,000 
vehicles per day on a highway, or 50,000 vehicles per day on a rural roadway), there is a 
70% drop in pollutant levels at a distance of 500 feet from the roadway. Cameo Road is 
about 400+ feet from the highway, and about 250 feet from Via Real. Route 101 through 
the local area is predicted to have an annual average daily traffic count of about 90,000 
vehicles in 2036, and Via Real to have an expected annual average daily traffic count of 
4,500. The heavy-duty truck percentage on Via Real is less than 1%, while the heavy-
duty truck percentage on the highway is about 6%.   

Noise barriers reduce noise levels from traffic by blocking and deflecting sound waves. 
These barriers also affect air pollutant dispersion, leading to increased vertical mixing 
due to the upward deflection of airflow caused by the structure. Modeling, wind tunnel, 
and field measurement studies suggest that this upward deflection of air can create a 
recirculation cavity downwind of the barrier containing a well-mixed, and potentially 
lower, zone of pollution concentrations. Noise modeling for the project indicated that the 
Cameo Road neighborhood would not exceed either the City’s exterior noise threshold of 
65 dBA or Caltrans’ exterior threshold of 67 dBA. This area does not qualify for noise 
abatement in the form of sound walls. 
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Response to George Lehtinen (January 22, 2009)  
 
Response to comment 1: Open Graded Asphalt-Concrete would be used along the Route 
101 mainline near the Carpinteria Creek Bridges. Noise benefits can be achieved with the 
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application of specialized wearing courses such as Open Graded Asphalt-Concrete or the 
use of Rubberized Asphalt-Concrete. Typically, these types of pavements wear much 
faster than conventional asphalt concrete and, as the pore spaces between the aggregate 
fill with dirt and various roadway debris, their noise benefit diminishes significantly. 

None of the noise modeling performed as part of the environmental analysis included the 
use of specialized pavements. Multiple research efforts have determined that an 
approximate 4- to 7-dBA decrease can be achieved on opening day with the use of 
specialized surfaces with respect to conventional asphalt concrete. Thus, if the use of 
specialized pavement wearing courses is pursued on the mainline of Route 101, the 
overall noise environment throughout the corridor would be improved. The use of 
specialized wearing courses on the extension of Via Real would provide no practical 
noise reduction benefit because Route 101 is the dominant noise source in the area, which 
is predicted to be more than 10 dBA louder than the extension of Via Real. When two 
noise sources differ by more than 9 dBA, the lower noise generator does not contribute or 
add anything to the higher noise source level. 

Response to comment 2: The width of sidewalks throughout the project would range 
from 8 to 5 feet, as specified in federal and state Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
standards and the request of City of Carpinteria. This width is enough for most mobility 
scooters, wheelchairs, and baby strollers to pass each other. 

Response to comment 3: The roundabout would be designed with a low circulating speed 
of 25 miles per hour so that bicyclists may use the roundabout or the proposed pedestrian 
crossings and shared use paths for non-motorized users. 
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Response to George Lehtinen (March 16, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The proposed bridges were designed at as low an elevation as 
practicable. A number of alternatives were considered in determining the current design 
to meet federal requirements for passing the 100-year flow at Carpinteria Creek.   

To reduce the impact of the higher, wider bridge structures, aesthetic treatments and 
design would be incorporated into the structure (for example, texturized surfaces, 
architectural relief, and color application). Please see Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics for 
more information.  

Response to comment 2: The proposed bridges have been designed to match the existing 
channel width as closely as practicable. If the creek channel were widened enough to 
significantly lower the bridges, the transitions to its existing width would be very long in 
order not to decrease hydraulic efficiency (too short a transition could actually raise water 
surface elevations). Such an extensive change of the channel would cause unacceptable 
impacts to the creek and adjacent properties. 

Response to comment 3: Caltrans does not have the authority to use highway funds for 
flood control structures. The Santa Barbara County Flood Control District and the City of 
Carpinteria would be the appropriate agencies to address this issue. 

Response to comment 4: Caltrans is obligated to return the flow in Carpinteria Creek to 
its historic course and couldn’t address the flooding by buying at-risk structures. Please 
see Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain in the final environmental document for a 
full discussion of flood issues. 

Response to comment 5: Carpinteria Creek carries a significant amount of debris. The 
FEMA Flood Insurance Study for the creek identifies debris as a factor in limiting the 
capacity of the existing bridges. The proposed bridge elevations must include enough 
space to allow debris to pass. Consequently, the bridges should not be designed for 
pressure flow. 

Response to comment 6: Since none of the suggested measures can be applied in this 
situation, a combination of the suggested measures would also not be applicable.  

Response to comment 7: The proposed maximum bridge grades for both the Linden 
Avenue and Casitas Pass Road overcrossings are 5%. Federal and state Americans with 
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Disabilities Act (ADA) standards allow a 5% grade for all pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities. 

Two businesses on Casitas Pass Road—a gas station and a fast food restaurant—have 
driveways within the project limits. Caltrans evaluated the proposed slopes in these areas 
and would be able to rebuild the driveways within design standards. 

Response to comment 8: The noise model used to predict the future noise environment 
included all identified design elements, including higher bridges. Wherever Federal 
Highway Administration and Caltrans noise abatement criteria are met, sound walls are 
proposed. For those receptors that are several blocks or more away from the project 
location, traffic on local roadways and other various noise sources would dominate the 
noise environment.  

Section 2.1.6 Visual/ Aesthetics in the final environmental document finds that no 
sensitive visual resources, such as ocean or mountain views, would be affected by the 
increased height of the Route 101 Carpinteria Creek Bridge. Roadside slopes would be 
replanted with appropriate vegetation, reducing views to the highway. Views from the 
elevated position of Route 101 would have increased visibility of the Santa Ynez 
Mountains. 

 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 
 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 
Response to Judith C. Martinez 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for your interest in the project. The project is needed to 
bring Route 101 up to current standards (non-standard interchange spacing and merging 
lengths and nonstandard vertical clearance at overcrossings) and address the lack of 
connectivity within the city limits on Via Real, non-standard northbound on-ramp 
configuration at Via Real near Vallecito Road, and insufficient bicycle and pedestrian 
access throughout the corridor. For more information, see Section 1.2.2 Need.  
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Response to James M. McFaul 
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail 
notification of public meetings.   

Response to comment 2: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 11 
(Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely removed. The 
model used the maximum expected speed and traffic volumes on a future six lanes of 
highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. The with-project design year noise 
level of 64 dBA was evaluated using the most conservative approach, which would not 
exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicated that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would experience and increase of about 2 
dBA by entirely removing the orchard; however, noise would be reduced by about 2 dBA 
by building Via Real due to the elevation of the road. The result is no net gain or loss of 
noise levels with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined at 
this time if the existing orchard would be fully or only partially removed under the build 
condition. 

Response to comment 3: The proposed bridges for Carpinteria Creek are being designed 
for the 100-year flow in accordance with federal regulations and to eliminate flooding 
caused by the existing bridges as shown on the FEMA flood map. See Section 2.2.1 
Hydrology and Floodplain for a full discussion of this issue. 

The highway would be raised up to 6-10 feet to allow for a higher bridge structure over 
Carpinteria Creek. But, after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the highway would quickly 
return to its existing grade just north of the Casitas Pass Road overcrossing that would 
also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas Pass Road and Linden 
Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing heavy-duty truck traffic that 
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occasionally has to detour through town because of lower-than-standard clearance on the 
existing structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
the noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA. 

Response to comment 4: Please see response to McFaul comment 2 above.  

Response to comment 5: An analysis quantified the noise level contribution exclusively 
from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas Pass Road. 
The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes in the vehicle mix.  

Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and speeds, 
highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. The analysis 
concluded that the Via Real extension and newly configured interchange would 
contribute a predicted 54 dBA to the residents represented by Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road). The mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted to be 66 
dBA; the with-project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without the avocado 
orchard in place for a more conservative estimate) in the design year at Receptor area 11. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. As discussed 
during the public meetings, because of the substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds 
on Route 101, the highway would remain the dominant noise source in the area. 
Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of 
highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps, in the project design year (2036) 
show that the noise contribution at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway is 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real and 64 dBA Leq from the 
highway traffic.   

Noise levels decrease by two dBA in the project design year at Receptor area 11 because 
the extension of Via Real would act as a small sound berm for noise originating on Route 
101. With that said, noise levels actually decrease in the build condition (from design 
year no-project levels), and predicted noise levels would be due solely to future traffic 
volumes on the mainline of Route 101. 
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Response to comment 6: Mitigation measures for noise can be found in Section 2.2.6; for 
air quality, in Section 2.2.5; and for visual impacts, in Section 2.1.6. 
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Response to Marguerite Mecham 
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail 
notification of public meetings.   

Response to comment 2: The maps referred to are simplified, not-to-scale public display 
maps. To accommodate text and other illustrations, the Cameo Road neighborhood was 
not represented. As a result of your and your neighbors’ comments, the Cameo Road 
neighborhood has been added to these maps. 

Response to comment 3: Changes in property values are a result of the economy and 
market. Secondary effects on value are a result of zoning changes and development of 
surrounding areas due to those zoning changes. Other factors that affect value include age 
of improvements, community changes, accessibility to and from market areas, as well as 
proximity to airports, hospitals, schools and other amenities such as restaurants, grocery, 
and department stores. Environmental factors include views, proximity to golf courses, 
lakes, rivers, as well as oceans and beaches.   

Two main factors affect land values: 1) location and 2) national, state, and the immediate 
or surrounding/local economies. 

Proximity to transportation facilities would affect property values as well, and for the 
most part improves the values of properties. Transportation facilities must reach an area 
before that area can make improvements, thus improving the value of that area. As areas 
continue to develop and grow, the transportation facilities require improvement. The 
proximity to freeways and/or arterial corridors, main streets and state highways also 
affects the values of property, both positively and negatively, but mostly positively. This 
is true in all markets.   

Improvements to existing freeways, arterial corridors, main streets, state highways and 
frontage roads indicate that more people are in the immediate area and using these streets, 
highways and freeways, which means development is occurring and values are 
increasing. As development continues, the land becomes more and more valuable. This 
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happens until the area becomes too crowded and people can’t get around easily. This is 
what the Level of Service (LOS) addresses. When the LOS decreases to a point where it 
damages the area’s primary or core value, then something has to be done. This means 
better transportation and access, improved infrastructure, more schools, fire stations and 
police departments, etc., protecting the primary value of the area and even increasing 
values after the improvements are made; the LOS then rises and creates a more desirable 
area to live and work.   

The project would not have a substantial adverse effect on the values of surrounding 
properties, and the increase in safety and operations is expected to offset any negative 
impacts. The sale price of a home is determined by the market and the location of the 
neighborhood itself, as well as the quality and age of improvements. Values of that 
neighborhood are going to be consistent with the local market values. That means that if 
one of the properties on Cameo Road is “for sale” and is along the southern edge next to 
the acquisition parcel for the off-ramp, it will be marketed at the same range of value or 
price as all the others in the neighborhood. It could be priced in the highest portion of the 
price range or lowest portion of the price range, but the homes will all stay within the 
range of values for that neighborhood. If prices differ by 1%-5% due to the size of 
improvement, parcel size, or location within the neighborhood, then they will still have 
that range of value in the future. 

Response to comment 4: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
reduces travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by 
about 50% and alleviates traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%. The 
extension is consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 5: The signals at the northbound ramps and Via Real would be 
coordinated to minimize delay and improve traffic flow. The addition of traffic signals 
would improve traffic flow and reduce starting and stopping compared to stop signs. 

Response to comment 6: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administrations noise abatement criterion threshold 
of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA and is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis. Therefore, this would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
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up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 7: By consolidating the northbound ramps at Casitas Pass 
Road\Via Real, the volumes on Via Real between Vallecito and Casitas Pass Road under 
all project scenarios would be reduced compared to the no-project scenario. Truck 
routing with all alternatives would be similar to existing conditions. The addition of 
traffic signals would improve traffic flow and reduce starting and stopping. 

Response to comment 8: The Santa Barbara County Flood Control District has been 
maintaining the creek since the late 1960s. Maintenance helps to reduce debris, but does 
not eliminate it. Caltrans and the County have records of debris collecting at the Route 
101 and Carpinteria Avenue bridges on Carpinteria Creek in 1995. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Study for the creek identifies debris as 
a factor in limiting the capacity of the existing bridges. The effects of debris must be 
considered in the proposed bridge design.   

The bridges at Carpinteria Creek must be replaced even though there hasn’t been any 
recent flooding. The proposed bridges are being designed for the 100-year flow in 
accordance with federal regulations and to eliminate flooding caused by the existing 
bridges as shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency flood map. The 100-
year flow is the flow that has a 1% chance of occurring any given year. Creek flows have 
not been high enough to cause significant flooding in the last 40 years. The flow in 1995 
was the largest since 1969 and it was only about two-thirds as big as the 100-year flow.  
Please see Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain for a full discussion of flooding 
issues. 

Response to comment 9: The project does not add new vehicle trips to the local area, but 
rather redirects existing traffic within the circulation network. The project is an 
operational improvement project that fits in with the statewide effort to reduce fuel 
consumption and carbon dioxide emissions through improved vehicle operations. To the 
extent that a project relieves congestion by enhancing operations and improving travel 
times in high congestion travel corridors, greenhouse gas emissions (particularly carbon 
dioxide) would be reduced within the corridor, regardless of the location of the traffic.  

The noise predictions for Receptor 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
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the noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would exceed neither City of Carpinteria nor Caltrans thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would experience an increase of about 2 
dBA by entirely removing the orchard, but noise would be reduced by about 2 dBA by 
building Via Real due to the elevation of the road. The result is no net gain or loss of 
noise levels with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined at 
this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition. 

Air pollution in this area already exists due to congestion on the highway corridor where 
vehicle volumes exceed available capacity. The operational improvements provided by 
this project would help decrease existing air emissions by allowing better vehicle 
circulation within the area. All vegetation removed, including avocado trees, would be 
replaced with native vegetation. There would be no net loss of carbon sequestration due 
to the removal of the avocado trees. Caltrans would preserve as many of the avocado 
trees as possible.  

Response to comment 10: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. As 
such, the with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 
of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition. 
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Response to Dave Meyer 
 
Response to comment 1: Based on the signal warrant and operations analysis, the 
following intersections are recommended for signal installation: 

• Linden Avenue/Route 101 Southbound Off-Ramp 

• Linden Avenue/Via Real 

• Linden Avenue/Route 101 Northbound On-Ramp 

• Casitas Pass Road/Route 101 Southbound Ramps 

• Via Real/Route 101 Northbound Ramps 

 
Peak hour traffic signal warrant analysis was done. The results are summarized in the 
following table. 
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Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis  

No Project  Alternative 
1 and 4  

Alternative 
2  Alternative 3 

Intersection  
AM PM  AM PM  AM PM  AM PM  

2016  
Linden Avenue / Route 101 SB Off-Ramp  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 
Linden Avenue / Ogan Road – No Project 
(Linden Avenue/Via Real – Alt. 1, 2, 3, & 
4)  Met  

Not 
Met  Met  

Not 
Met  Met  Met  

n/a 
(Roundabout) 

Linden Avenue / Route 101 NB On-Ramp 
(Alt. 1 & 4)  n/a  n/a  Met  Met  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  

Casitas Pass Road / Route 101 SB 
Ramps  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Via Real / Route 101 NB Ramps (Alt. 1, 2, 
3, and 4)  n/a  n/a  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

2036  

Linden Avenue / Route 101 SB Off-Ramp  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Linden Avenue / Ogan Road – No Project 
(Linden Avenue/Via Real – Alt. 1, 2, 3, & 
4)  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  

n/a 
Roundabout  

Linden Avenue / Route 101 NB On-Ramp 
(Alt. 1 & 4)  n/a  n/a  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  n/a  n/a  n/a  n/a  

Casitas Pass Road / Route 101 SB 
Ramps  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Via Real / Route 101 NB Ramps (Alt. 1, 2, 
3, and 4)  n/a  n/a  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 
Source: Fehr & Peers Associates, 2007.  

 
 
Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 101 ramps would operate 
at unacceptable service levels and result in increased delay. The project reduces these 
delays so that intersections would operate with acceptable service levels and delay. The 
following tables show intersection service levels under no-project and project alterative 
scenarios. 
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Linden Avenue Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2 
 

No Project Alternative 1 & 
4  Alternative 2  Alternative 3 

Intersection  
Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 Morning  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  15 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  31 / D (WB) 40 / D  19 / B  19 / B  

2016 Evening  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  18 / B  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  20 / C (WB) 24 / C  18 / B  18 / B  

2036 Morning  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  20 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  >50 / F 

(WB)  33 / C  14 / B  14 / B  

2036 Evening  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  21 / C  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  30 / C  16 / B  16 / B  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
 Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening  
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening  
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold 
is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst 
approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted 
average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
 
 
Response to comment 2: Thank you for your interest in the project.  
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Response to George and Madelyn Middleton 
 
Response to comment 1: Alternatives were developed to minimize impacts to 
surrounding neighborhoods, incorporate current state design standards, and maximize 
local circulation efficiency. 

Response to comment 2: Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 
101 ramps would operate at unacceptable service levels and result in increased delay. The 
project would reduce these delays to acceptable service levels and delay. The following 
tables show intersection service levels under no-project and project alterative scenarios. 

Linden Avenue Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2 
 

No Project Alternative 1 & 
4  Alternative 2  Alternative 3 

Intersection  
Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 Morning  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  15 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  31 / D (WB) 40 / D  19 / B  19 / B  

2016 Evening  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  18 / B  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  20 / C (WB) 24 / C  18 / B  18 / B  

2036 Morning 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  20 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  >50 / F 

(WB)  33 / C  14 / B  14 / B  

2036 Evening 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  21 / C  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  30 / C  16 / B  16 / B  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 
2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 
2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 Morning  
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
 Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / US 
101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold 
is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst 
approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted 
average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Response to comment 3: The Via Real extension would serve mostly local traffic and is a 
local circulation improvement that would reduce travel time from the residential area 
south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by about 50%. It also would alleviate traffic 
congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%. The extension is consistent with the 
City General Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 4: Based on the signal warrant and operations analysis, the 
following intersections are recommended for signal installation: 

• Casitas Pass Road/Route 101 Southbound Ramps 
• Via Real/Route 101 Northbound Ramps 

 
The peak hour traffic signal warrant analysis is summarized in the following table. The 
table indicates that signal warrants at Casitas Pass Road and Route 101 southbound 
ramps would be met in 2016 and 2036 even without the project.   

 

Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis 

No Project  Alternative 
1 and 4  

Alternative 
2  Alternative 3 

Intersection  
AM PM  AM PM  AM PM  AM PM  

2016  
Casitas Pass Road / Route 101 SB 
Ramps  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Via Real / Route 101 NB Ramps (Alt. 1, 2, 
3, and 4)  n/a  n/a  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

Not 
Met  

2036  

Casitas Pass Road / Route 101 SB 
Ramps  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Via Real / Route 101 NB Ramps (Alt. 1, 2, 
3, and 4)  n/a  n/a  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met  Met 

Source: Fehr & Peers Associates, 2007.  

 
Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 101 ramps would operate 
at unacceptable service levels and result in increased delay. Without the project, the 
Casitas Pass Road intersections within the project limits would experience 31 second to 
greater than 50 second delays and operate at levels of service D and F. With the project, 
Casitas Pass Road intersections within the project limits would experience considerably 
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less delay (ranging from 14 seconds to 26 seconds) and the levels of service would be 
improved to B and C. The following table shows intersection service levels under no-
project and project alterative scenarios.  

 
 

Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay / LOS 
2016 Morning  

Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
 Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening  
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning  
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold 
is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst 
approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on 
weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted 
average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Response to Susan Mueller (January 22, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: CEQA does not require direct mail notification of public 
meetings. Notification of all public meetings complied with CEQA guidelines. Ads were 
posted in the local news media (Coastal View on January 8, 2009 and Daily Sound on 
December 23, 2009 and January 15, 2009). The comment period was extended, and a 
second public information meeting was held on March 16, 2009 to specifically address 
the concerns of residents who did not feel proper notification was provided. 

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administrations Noise Abatement Criterion threshold 
of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore Receptor area 
11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, 
and abatement would not be included for that location. 

The proposed project is unlikely to add new trips (induced demand) to Route 101, Linden 
Avenue, or Casitas Pass Road. The additional travel demand on an improved highway or 
facility consists of two types of trips—induced trips and shifted trips. Induced trips are 
trips that are diverted from other travel modes, longer trips, or new trips. Trips that are 
shifted in space (cut through traffic coming back to the highway) or shifted in time (trips 
that previously avoided peak hours) are not induced trips. 

Induced demand shows that the effects of major highway improvement projects (unless 
they are adding a new highway or a completely new interchange where one never existed, 
or in other words opening up access to otherwise hard-to-reach areas) in inducing new 
trips are small. But on small operational projects, the effect would be negligible. 

The travel demand model incorporated land uses, socioeconomics, demographics, and 
roadway networks into future travel patterns as well as traffic volumes. Based on the 
above methodology, the proposed project would not create additional demand, but would 
serve existing demand created by the growth in population, housing, and employment 
within the City of Carpinteria. 
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Response to comment 3: Changes in property values are imminent, continuous, and come 
from a variety of issues and conditions, but primarily from the economy and market.  
Secondary effects on value would be from zoning changes of surrounding areas, and 
development of surrounding areas due to those zoning changes. Other factors that affect 
value include age of improvements and community changes, such as a shift of local 
populations to newly developed areas of a city. Accessibility to and from market areas is 
also a factor in property values, as well as proximity to airports, hospitals, schools and 
other essential amenities such as restaurants, grocery stores and department stores. 
Environmental factors include views and proximity to golf courses, lakes, rivers, and 
oceans and beaches.   

Two main factors affect values of land and the improvements on the land: 1) the 
economy, which consists of the national, state, and immediate or surrounding/local 
economies, and 2) location. 

Proximity to transportation facilities would affect property values as well, but this is an 
unavoidable occurrence and, for the most part, improves the values of properties. You 
have to have transportation facilities to reach an area before that area can make any 
improvements, thus improving the value of that area, which brings more development of 
the area, which requires continuous improvement of the transportation facilities. The 
proximity to freeways and/or arterial corridors, main streets and state highways also 
affects the values of property, both positively and negatively, but mostly positive. This is 
true in all markets.   

However, improvements to existing freeways, arterial corridors, main streets, state 
highways and frontage roads indicate that more people are in the immediate area and 
using these streets, highways and freeways, which means development is occurring and 
values are increasing. As development continues, the land becomes more and more 
valuable. This happens until the area becomes too crowded, and people can’t get around 
easily. This is what the Level of Service (LOS) addresses. When the Level of Service 
decreases to a point where it damages the area’s primary or core value, then something 
has to be done. This means better transportation and access, improved infrastructure, 
more schools, fire stations and police departments, etc. Protecting the primary value of 
the area and even increasing values after the improvements are made and the Level of 
Service rises creates a more desirable area to live and work.   

The project has been determined not to have a substantial adverse effect on the values of 
surrounding properties and the increase in safety and operations is expected to offset any 
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negative impacts to the surrounding areas. This means that if one of the homes in the 
Cameo Road neighborhood is for sale or sold, the price is determined by the market and 
the location of the neighborhood itself, as well as the quality and age of the 
improvements. Values of that neighborhood are going to be consistent with the local 
market values. That means that if one of the properties on Cameo Road is for sale and is 
along the southern edge next to the acquisition parcel for the off-ramp, it will be 
marketed at the same range of value or price as all the others in the neighborhood. It 
could be priced in the highest portion of the price range or lowest portion of the price 
range, but the homes will all stay within the range of values for that neighborhood.  If 
prices differ by 1%-5% due to the size of improvement, parcel size, or location within the 
neighborhood, they would still have that range of value in the future. 

Response to comment 4: Delivery trucks are currently accessing commercial areas of 
Carpinteria traveling on Casitas Pass Road. These truck trips already exist, have been 
captured in the circulation network, and have been included in the noise modeling. With 
all trucks and vehicles included in the model, the Cameo Road area would not be subject 
to noise levels that exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds.   

Since there are other roads in and out of the local business area, it is not certain that all 
delivery trucks would necessarily have to use the new intersection with signals to enter 
the downtown area or have to double-back on Casitas Pass to leave the area. Also, the 
Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road overcrossings have existing nonstandard vertical 
clearance over Route 101, necessitating diversion of taller heavy-duty trucks onto city 
streets. The proposed project would alleviate this condition by raising both overcrossings 
to the current standard (16 feet), allowing trucks to stay on the highway. 

Response to comment 5: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were evaluated using the most conservative approach, with the 
existing avocado orchard entirely removed. Predictions used the maximum expected 
speed and traffic volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed 
highway ramps. The with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA would exceed neither 
the City of Carpinteria nor Caltrans thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition. 

Response to comment 6: The highway would be raised up to 6-10 feet to allow for a 
higher bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek; after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade just north of the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing 
heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour through town because of lower-
than-standard clearance on the existing structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising the highway 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA. 
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Response to Susan Mueller (May 20, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The Casitas Pass Road/Route 101 southbound ramps 
intersection operates at an unacceptable level of service E during the morning peak hour 
under existing conditions. Under future no-project conditions, the Casitas Pass 
Road/Route 101 interchange operates at unacceptable levels of service. See the following 
table for intersection level of service for the Casitas Pass interchange under no-project 
and build alternative conditions. 

 
 

Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay/LOS  
2016 Morning  

Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real/ Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop 
intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Response to comment 2: Raising the overcrossing so truck traffic can pass through 
instead of diverting onto city streets reduces the amount of noise and air pollution and 
improves circulation on local streets.  

Response to comment 3: The City of Carpinteria General Plan specifies that intersections 
are to operate at a minimum level of service C, corresponding to delays of less than 35 
seconds at intersections with signals and delays of less than 25 seconds at intersections 
without signals. 

Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 101 ramps would operate 
at unacceptable service levels and result in increased delay in 2016 and continue to get 
worse. The project reduces these delays so that intersections would operate with 
acceptable service levels and delay. The following tables show intersection service levels 
under no-project and project alterative scenarios. 
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Linden Avenue Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2 
 

No Project Alternative 1 & 
4  Alternative 2  Alternative 3 Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay/LOS  Delay/LOS  Delay/LOS  
2016 Morning  

Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  15 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  31 / D (WB) 40 / D  19 / B  19 / B  

2016 Evening  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  18 / B  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  20 / C (WB) 24 / C  18 / B  18 / B  

2036 Morning 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  20 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue/Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  >50 / F 

(WB)  33 / C  14 / B  14 / B  

2036 Evening 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  21 / C  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  30 / C  16 / B  16 / B  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 
2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay/LOS  
2016 Morning  

Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop 
intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
 

Response to comment 4: Please see the response to Mueller comment 1 above.  

Response to comment 5: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
reduces travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by 
about 50% and alleviates traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%. The 
extension is consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 6: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criterion 
threshold of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act 
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as a small sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project 
noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). 
This level is well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower 
than the no-project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise 
abatement. Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor 
noise levels up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, 
Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Visibility of glare from traffic signals at the intersection of Casitas Pass Road and Via 
Real would be minimized to the greatest extent possible by using technology that limits 
visibility of the light-source from side-viewing angles, without affecting the lights’ 
intended function. The project also proposes landscaping at the corner of Casitas Pass 
Road and Via Real, which may further reduce signal visibility. 

The project does not add new vehicle trips to the local area. The project redirects existing 
traffic within the circulation network. There are three discontinuous sections of Via Real, 
a parallel arterial on the north side of Route 101, in the city. This creates difficulties for 
local traffic on the north side of Route 101, including bicycles, pedestrians, and 
emergency vehicles, requiring out-of-direction travel and/or freeway use to access 
properties on the north side of Route 101. Out-of-direction travel significantly increases 
localized concentrations of criteria and health-based air toxics/pollutants. 

Although the extension of Via Real would move traffic to within about 250 feet for the 
residents along the south side of Cameo Road, the traffic study prepared for the project 
indicated that Via Real would carry relatively low vehicle volumes (compared to Route 
101) traveling at about 35-40 miles per hour, which is close to the optimum speed of 45 
miles per hour for the most efficient combustion and cleanest emissions for fossil-fueled 
vehicles. The intersection with signals at Casitas Pass is not anticipated to create 
substantial increases in emissions over the existing stop sign-controlled intersection. An 
intersection with signals would stop only a portion of vehicle traffic during the red cycle, 
compared to stopping every vehicle at a stop sign-controlled intersection all the time. 

Response to comment 7: The Via Real extension serves mostly local traffic and does not 
connect to Cameo Road, so does not add through traffic to the community.  

Response to comment 8: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
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volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. 
The with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicated that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard would buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing 
condition. The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise would attenuates 
about 2 dBA. The net effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 
dBA by entirely removing the orchard, but gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no 
net gain or loss of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not 
been determined at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed 
under the build condition. 

Response to comment 9: The highway would be raised up to 6-10 feet to allow for a 
higher bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek; after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade just north of the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing 
heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour through town because of lower-
than-standard clearance on the existing structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA. 

Response to comment 10: Truck routing with all alternatives is similar to existing 
conditions. The addition of traffic signals would improve traffic flow and reduce starting 
and stopping. 
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Response to Gloria Mullhall (March 23, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: Thank you for your interest in the project. 

Response to comment 2: Trees within the limits of the grading or realigned roadway 
would need to be removed for construction of these new elements. Replacement planting 
would be provided at 1:1 for non-natives, 3:1 for willows and other natives, and 10:1 for 
oaks. Occasionally, a tree within the grading limits can be saved by altering the design 
slightly. All efforts would be made to evaluate trees on a case-by-case basis to determine 
if removal is necessary. 

Response to comment 3: Caltrans would work with City of Carpinteria to maintain the 
suburban feel of the new street system. These values are presented in the City of 
Carpinteria Local Coastal Plan. The issuance of the Coastal Development Permit would 
indicate the satisfaction of the local permitting agencies. This portion of the design is not 
complete at this time. 

Response to comment 4: Sound walls along Ogan Road would be placed between the 
back of the proposed sidewalk and the private fences, with a planting strip in between the 
wall and the back of the sidewalk. Existing plantings would be preserved to the greatest 
extent possible, and new replacement landscaping would be included between the 
sidewalk and sound wall. The conceptual photo-simulation for Observer Viewpoint 3 has 
been revised to show planting in front of the sound wall. Please see Section 2.1.6 
Visual/Aesthetics of the final environmental document.  

Response to comment 5: To lower noise levels by the required minimum of 5 decibels on 
the property lines, a sound wall would have to be a minimum of 19 feet tall. A wall of 
this height cannot feasibly be built.   

Sound walls along Ogan Road would be placed between the back of the proposed 
sidewalk and the private fences, with a planting strip in between the wall and the back of 
the sidewalk.  Existing plantings would be preserved to the greatest extent possible, and 
new replacement landscaping would be included between the sidewalk and sound wall.   
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Response to Gloria Mulhall (March 23, 2009) 
 
Response to comment: Sound walls along Ogan Road would be placed between the back 
of the proposed sidewalk and the private fences, with a planting strip in between the wall 
and the back of the sidewalk. Existing plantings would be preserved to the greatest extent 
possible, and new replacement landscaping would be included between the sidewalk and 
sound wall. The conceptual photo-simulation for Observer Viewpoint 3 has been revised 
to show planting in front of the sound wall. 

The property between the sound wall and the rear property lines would not be 
redistributed as part of this project. It would remain in the public right-of-way, with the 
City of Carpinteria responsible for maintenance.  
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Response to Merv and Ai Mullikin 
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009. 

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criteria threshold 
of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels 
up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 3: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. 
The with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 
of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition. 
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Response to comment 4: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
would reduce travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to 
downtown by about 50% and alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%. The extension is consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 5: The northbound on-ramp would be moved closer to and south of 
the Casitas Pass overcrossing, not closed. The Linden Avenue northbound on-ramp 
would be replaced in a similar location to the existing ramp. 

Response to comment 6: The Route 101 southbound exit at Casitas Pass Road would 
include a dedicated left-turn lane and a combined left/right/through lane. 

Response to comment 7: We appreciate your comments and interest in this project.  
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Response to Melissa Nimmer 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for providing a copy of your El Carro Lane Walk/Bike 
Corridor Proposal (2000). El Carro Lane is located outside of the Caltrans project limits 
and is also a City facility not under the jurisdiction of Caltrans. However, with respect to 
the Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges project, it should be noted that the 
replacement overcrossing structures would incorporate sidewalk and bike lanes for both 
directions of travel, an improvement compared to the existing condition. The inclusion of 
sidewalk and dedicated bike lane facilities on the overcrossing structures would support 
your objective of enhancing bicycle and pedestrian access to the El Carro Lane 
neighborhood.   
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Response to Chet Ogan 
 
Response to comment 1: Traffic volumes on Via Real between Linden Avenue and 
Casitas Pass Road under all project scenarios would be reduced compared to the no-
project scenario. 

Response to comment 2: This project would reduce the existing volumes by: 

Morning Peak Hour - 29% 

Evening Peak Hour - 38% 

Response to comment 3: The Ogan farmstead at 5191 Ogan Road is eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places. Due to this status, Caltrans has avoided any 
permanent impacts to this property.  

Response to comment 4: Although a pedestrian overcrossing at Vallecito Road is not 
proposed as part of this project, both the Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossings include pedestrian and bicycle facilities (sidewalks and bike lanes). 

Response to comment 5: Vegetation removal in this location would be limited to the trees 
and shrubs within 5 feet of the rear property line in order to build a sound wall (Barrier 
8). The property owner would be compensated for vegetation that is removed for 
construction of the sound wall. Compensation can be either monetary or replacement. If 
the property owner chooses to receive monetary compensation for vegetation removal, 
the property owner will be responsible for replacing the vegetation. If the property owner 
chooses replacement, Caltrans personnel will work with the property owner to replace 
vegetation appropriately.     

Response to comment 6: Typically, materials and planting compositions are designed to 
be regionally appropriate and visually compatible with local native plant communities or 
surrounding landscape planting. Occasionally, on a limited basis, there may be a desire to 
use non-native ornamental species to match an existing theme or streetscape, or when 
recommended by the City of Carpinteria. When non-natives are used, the species will be 
locally adaptable and compatible with the Mediterranean climate, able to survive 
extended periods with little to no water on establishment. 
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Response to comment 7: Several sound barriers are proposed, which would reduce noise 
levels at your property on Ogan Road. Bushes and shrubbery would have little effect on 
mitigating noise levels. Vast research efforts have concluded that an approximately 200-
foot-thick densely packed forest would only achieve a roughly 3-decibel reduction in 
sound levels. This type of “mass” planting is not practicable on most highway projects, 
necessitating the need for masonry sound barriers. 

Response to comment 8: Replacement planting would serve several functions, including 
visual mitigation, privacy screening, and aesthetics. Replacement planting would be 
balanced with other factors such as security and safety. The threat of wildfire is 
minimized by several factors. The typical plantings used in highway projects are 
generally fire safe. Most of the plant palette consists of native shrubs and trees with low 
fire hazard ratings. Plants with a high degree of oils and resins in the leaf and bark 
structures often burn quickly and would not be used. Maintenance and irrigation play a 
large role in the ultimate fire resistance of a landscape area. Drought-tolerant and well-
adapted plantings would be used to reduce water requirements, and an irrigation system 
would be installed. The plantings would be irrigated to maintain good health and 
maintained to reduce fuel build-up. 

Response to comment 9: With any proposed noise barrier, evaluation of surface runoff 
and drainage facilities is part of the design process of the barrier. Caltrans is in the 
process of working with the property owner and the City of Carpinteria to resolve this 
issue.   

 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 

 
 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 
Response to Kathy Osborne 
 
Response to comment 1: The Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges project 
includes the reconfiguration of ramps, reconstruction of bridges and overcrossings, and a 
local road extension. No freeway capacity improvement is proposed with this project.   

Response to comment 2: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail 
notification of public meetings.   

Response to comment 3: The bridges at Carpinteria Creek must be replaced even though 
there hasn’t been any recent flooding. The proposed bridges are being designed for the 
100-year flow in accordance with federal regulations and to eliminate flooding caused by 
the existing bridges as shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency flood map.  
The 100-year flow is the flow that has a 1% chance of occurring any given year. Creek 
flows have not been high enough to cause significant flooding in the last 40 years. The 
flow in 1995 was the largest since 1969, and it was only about two-thirds as big as the 
100-year flow. Please see Section 2.2.1 Hydrology and Floodplain of the final 
environmental document for a full discussion of flooding issues. 

The Santa Barbara County Flood Control District has been maintaining the creek since 
the late 1960s.  Maintenance helps to reduce debris, but doesn’t eliminate it. Caltrans and 
the County have records of debris collecting at the Route 101 and Carpinteria Avenue 
bridges on Carpinteria Creek in 1995. The FEMA Flood Insurance Study for the creek 
found debris as a factor in limiting the capacity of the existing bridges. The effects of 
debris must be considered in the proposed bridge design. Please see Section 2.2.1 
Hydrology and Floodplain for a full discussion of flooding issues. 

Response to comment 4: The highway would be raised up to 6-10 feet to allow for a 
higher bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek; after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade just north of the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. In fact, raising the 
Casitas Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of 
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existing heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour through town because of 
lower-than-standard clearance on the existing structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet. This specific design feature has been accounted for within 
our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for 
Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 dBA. 

The project does not add new vehicle trips to the local area. The project redirects existing 
traffic within the circulation network. There are three discontinuous sections of Via Real, 
a parallel arterial on the north side of Route 101 in the city. This creates difficulties for 
local traffic on the north side of Route 101, including bicycles, pedestrians, and 
emergency vehicles, requiring out-of-direction travel and/or freeway use to access 
properties on the north side of Route 101. Out-of-direction travel significantly increases 
localized concentrations of criteria- and health-based air toxics/pollutants. 

A study by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air District (Recommended Protocol for 
Evaluating the Location of Sensitive Land Uses Adjacent to Major Roadways, January 
2007) showed that where there are high volumes of trucks on the highway (100,000 
vehicles per day on a highway, or 50,000 vehicles per day on a rural roadway), there is a 
70% drop in pollutant levels at a distance of 500 feet from the roadway. Cameo Road is 
about 400+ feet from the highway and about 250 feet from Via Real. Route 101 through 
the local area is predicted to have an annual average daily traffic count of about 90,000 
vehicles in 2036, and Via Real to have an expected annual average daily traffic count of 
4,500. The heavy-duty truck percentage on Via Real is less than 1%, while the heavy-
duty truck percentage on the highway is about 6%.   

Caltrans acknowledges that the project would have community character impacts and has 
developed mitigation, such as working with the City’s Architectural Review Board to 
provide appropriate planting and aesthetic treatments to project elements (sound walls 
and bridge structures), to minimize such impacts. For more information, please see 
Section 2.1.3.1 Community Character and Cohesion and Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics. 

Response to comment 5: The current funding for this project was programmed years 
before the current economic downturn. The funding for this project, which is gathered 
through state gas tax dollars and is reserved for use in transportation projects, comes from 
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The Santa Barbara County 
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Association of Governments (SBCAG) determines how STIP money is spent on a 
regionwide basis and has reserved a portion specifically for this project. 

Response to comment 6: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
would reduce travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to 
downtown by about 50% and alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%. The extension is consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element.   

The southbound ramps have been combined with the extension of Via Real to meet 
current standards that require greater distances between on- and off-ramps. This project is 
needed, in part, because of non-standard spacing and merging lengths between Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue interchanges. For more information, please see Section 
1.2.2 Need.  

Response to comment 7: The signals at the northbound ramps and Via Real would be 
coordinated to minimize delay and improve traffic flow. The addition of traffic signals 
would improve traffic flow and reduce starting and stopping compared to stop signs. 

Response to comment 8: Please see response to Osborne comment 6 above.  

Response to comment 9: Caltrans would preserve as many of the avocado trees as 
possible.   

Response to comment 10: Caltrans does not have jurisdiction over land use decisions 
within the City of Carpinteria and therefore cannot create a park at this location.   
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Response to David Paras (February 6, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: One of the purposes of the project is to improve circulation on 
local streets and reduce use of Route 101 for local trips. Access to Route 101, though 
changed from the current configuration, would still allow for local trips.   

The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that would reduce travel time 
from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by about 50% and 
alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%.   

Raising the Casitas Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great 
deal of existing heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour onto city streets 
because of lower-than-standard clearance under these two existing bridge structures.    

The Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved Carpinteria General 
Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element. The completion of Via Real as a continuous 
frontage road along the north side of Route 101 has been an integral component of this 
proposal since inception, due to its relationship to both overcrossings. Without Via Real, 
it is anticipated a greater number of local residents north of Route 101 would use the 
mainline to cross the city east and west, due to the lack of a frontage road on the north 
side of Route 101. The traffic and circulation performance of the overcrossing structures 
depends on completion of the Via Real extension.   

Response to comment 2: Without the project, the intersections of local streets and Route 
101 ramps would operate at unacceptable service levels and result in increased delay. The 
project reduces these delays so that intersections would operate with acceptable service 
levels and delay. The following tables show intersection service levels under no-project 
and project alterative scenarios. 
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Linden Avenue Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2 
 

No Project Alternative 1 & 
4  Alternative 2  Alternative 3 

Intersection  
Traffic 
Control  

Delay / 
LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS  Delay / LOS 

2016 Morning  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  15 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  31 / D (WB) 40 / D  19 / B  19 / B  

2016 Evening  
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  18 / B  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  20 / C (WB) 24 / C  18 / B  18 / B  

2036 Morning 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  

>50 / F 
(EB)  20 / B  15 / B  15 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  >50 / F 

(WB)  33 / C  14 / B  14 / B  

2036 Evening 
Linden Avenue / Route 
101 SB Off-Ramp  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  21 / C  17 / B  17 / B  

Linden Avenue / Ogan 
Road (Vial Real with 
Project)  

SSS 
Signal  > 50 / F  30 / C  16 / B  16 / B  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual. All-way stop intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 
2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway 
Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
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Casitas Pass Road Interchange Intersection Analysis 1,2  

No Project All 
Alternatives Intersection  

Traffic 
Control  

Delay/LOS Delay/LOS  
2016 Morning  

Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  31 / D  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS 
 Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2016 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  18 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB Off-
Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  > 50 / F  26 / C  

2036 Morning 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  14 / B  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  22 / C  

2036 Evening 
Casitas Pass Road / 
Route 101 SB Ramps  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  25 / C  

Casitas Pass Road / Via 
Real / Route 101 NB 
Off-Ramp  

AWS  
Signal  >50 / F  23 / C  

Notes: Shading denotes locations where level of service threshold is exceeded.  
1 Side-street stop intersection level of service based on worst approach control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. All-way stop 
intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay per vehicle, 
according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
2 Signalized intersection level of service based on weighted average control delay 
per vehicle, according to the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual.  
Source: Fehr & Peers, 2007.  
 
 
Response to comment 4: Pedestrian connectivity, particularly for the elderly and 
disabled, along Via Real is incomplete between the end of Via Real at the San Roque 
Mobile Home Park and Casitas Pass Road. This project would alleviate that condition.  

Response to comment 5: This project improves bicycle routes throughout the area, 
particularly at Casitas Pass and Linden Avenue where bicycle lanes are not provided over 
the highway. Due to the number of schools in this area, improving bicycle routes would 
benefit the community.  
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Response to comment 6: Through the life of this project, many alternatives have been 
developed to include a northbound off-ramp at Linden Avenue. All of these alternatives 
were rejected because of nonstandard interchange spacing between the Casitas Pass Road 
and Linden Avenue overcrossings and a nonstandard weave length between the 
northbound Casitas Pass Road on-ramp and any potential northbound Linden Avenue off-
ramp. A weave section is the length of roadway where vehicles cross paths, change lanes, 
or merge with traffic as they enter or exit the freeway. A weave section with a length 
shorter than the minimum standard of 1,600 feet creates operational problems on the 
freeway. 

Response to comment 7: With this project, emergency services would have better access 
and quicker response times due to the extension of Via Real. The Via Real extension is a 
local circulation improvement that would reduce travel time from the residential area 
south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by about 50% and alleviate traffic congestion 
along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%. 

Response to comment 8: This project is not intended to address accident rates. 

Response to comment 9: The Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the City of 
Carpinteria’s General Plan Circulation Element approved by the City of Carpinteria in 
2003.  
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Response to David Paras (no date) 
 
Response to comment 1: This project is needed because both the Linden Avenue and 
Casitas Pass Road overcrossings have nonstandard vertical clearance over Route 101; on-
ramps within the project limits have nonstandard spacing and merging lengths; Via Real 
is a discontinuous road; the northbound on-ramp at Casitas Pass Road is nonstandard; and 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities throughout the project length are insufficient. The 
purpose of the project is to: improve access to and operations at both interchanges; 
improve operations on Route 101 in the project vicinity; reduce use of Route 101 for 
local trips; improve local circulation, including connectivity on Via Real; and improve 
local bicycle and pedestrian connectivity.  

The extension of Via Real is consistent with the City of Carpinteria Circulation Element, 
as outlined in the General Plan. The purpose of the frontage road is to improve local 
circulation, providing a local road so that residents can access properties and other 
destinations on the north side of Route 101 as easily as they do on the south side of Route 
101. 

Response to comment 2: This project is not intended to address accident rates.  

Response to comment 3: Throughout the life of this project, many alternatives have been 
developed to include a northbound off-ramp at Linden Avenue. All of these alternatives 
were rejected because of nonstandard interchange spacing between the Casitas Pass Road 
and Linden Avenue overcrossings and a nonstandard weave length between the 
northbound Casitas Pass Road on-ramp and any potential northbound Linden Avenue off-
ramp. A weave section is the length of roadway where vehicles cross paths, change lanes, 
or merge with traffic as they enter or exit the freeway. A weave section with a length 
shorter than the minimum standard of 1,600 feet creates operational problems on the 
freeway. 

Response to comment 4: The current funding for this project was programmed years 
before the current economic downturn. The funding for this project, which is gathered 
through state gas tax dollars and is reserved for use in transportation projects, comes from 
the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). The Santa Barbara County 
Association of Governments (SBCAG) determines how STIP money is spent on a 
regionwide basis and has reserved a portion specifically for this project. 
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Response to Becky Paulsen 
 
Response to comment 1: A new visual simulation has been included showing the 
proposed Route 101 bridge over Carpinteria Creek. See Section 2.1.6 Visual/Aesthetics 
in the final environmental document. 

Response to comment 2: Two public meetings were held for the project during the public 
comment period. The public will have several more opportunities for input during the 
Coastal Development Permit application phase of the project. 
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Response to Marcus Priest 
 
Response to comment 1: Thank you for your input on the project.  

Response to comment 2: Now that Alternative 3 has been selected as the preferred 
alternative and sound wall voting has taken place, Caltrans has determined that all 
proposed sound walls would be built. More than 50% of the affected property owners 
voted “yes” when asked if they wanted Barrier 3 to be built. If more than 50% had voted 
“no” when asked, the sound wall would not be built.      

Response to comment 3: Traffic analysis, and subsequently the number and configuration 
of traffic lanes, is driven by the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan, which identifies the 
type of development, also known as growth. Consistent with this growth, the City of 
Carpinteria General Plan shows Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road as Secondary 
Arterials that have a total of 84 feet of right-of-way. Within the 84-foot right-of-way, 
various lane configurations are possible ranging from three to five vehicle travel lanes, in 
which all options allow for elements such as dedicated bike lanes and vehicle parking.   

The Casitas Pass Road overcrossing requires five travel lanes to accommodate future 
traffic. The Linden Avenue overcrossing requires only four travel lanes to accommodate 
future traffic.  

Response to comment 4: The Visual/Aesthetics Viewer Sensitivity section (2.1.6) 
appropriately identifies the City of Carpinteria General Plan aesthetic goals, which define 
preservation of “the essential character of our small beach town, its unique visual and 
natural resources,” and encourages efforts “to assure improvements to freeway 
interchanges and overpasses compliment the small town quality and charm of the city.”  
As described in Section 2.1.6, the analysis acknowledges and considers viewer sensitivity 
(as indicated in local planning documents), along with the extent of physical change 
when determining the potential level of project impacts. 
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Response to Marta Richardson 
 
Response to comment 1: The Via Real extension accommodates the proposed northbound 
on- and off-ramps, allowing for the minimum required spacing between the Casitas Pass 
and Linden Avenue interchanges. 

The Via Real extension, as proposed, implements the approved Carpinteria General 
Plan/Coastal Plan Circulation Element. The completion of Via Real as a continuous 
frontage road along the north side of Route 101 has been an integral component of this 
proposal since inception, due to its relationship to both over-crossings. Without Via Real, 
it is anticipated a greater number of local residents north of Route 101 would use the 
mainline to cross the city east and west, due to the lack of a frontage road on the north 
side of Route 101. The traffic and circulation performance of the overcrossing structures 
depends on completion of the Via Real extension. 

The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that would reduce travel time 
from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to downtown by about 50% and 
alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by about 5%. The extension is 
consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element. 

Response to comment 2: The Via Real extension is a local circulation improvement that 
would reduce travel time from the residential area south of Carpinteria Creek to 
downtown by about 50% and alleviate traffic congestion along Carpinteria Avenue by 
about 5%. The extension is consistent with the City General Plan Circulation Element.  

Response to comment 3: Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher 
traffic volumes and speeds, highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise 
source in the area. Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes 
on six lanes of highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps, in the project design 
year (2036) show that the noise contribution with the project at the rear of the property 
lines between Cameo Road and the highway would be 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via 
Real and 64 dBA Leq from the highway traffic.   

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. Because of the 
substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds on Route 101, the highway would remain 
the dominant noise source in the area. 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 



Appendix O    Comments and Responses 

Linden Avenue & Casitas Pass Road Interchanges Project FEIR/FONSI    504 

 
Response to Karin Rodriguez 
 
Response to comment 1: Alternative 3 has been selected as the preferred alternative.   

Response to comment 2: Alternatives were developed to minimize impacts to the 
surrounding neighborhood, incorporate current state design standards, and maximize 
local circulation efficiency, all while minimizing cost. Removing the fence would cause 
traffic to circulate within the adjacent parking lot, would require City approval, and 
would not meet the purpose and need of the project. 

Response to comment 3: The City of Carpinteria has designated the remaining parcels 
near the end of Via Real as Open Space. The property is currently open to the public and 
would remain open to the public once construction of the project is complete.   

Response to comment 4: Caltrans and the City of Carpinteria would cooperate to revise 
the FEMA flood maps to show the effects of increasing the flow in Carpinteria Creek 
downstream of Route 101. Affected property owners would be notified during the map 
revision process. 
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Response to Kim Sharp 
 
Response to comment 1: Early construction of sound walls is always a consideration 
when a construction project is initiated. Many factors need to be considered for that to 
occur. Utility and drainage relocation must be accomplished before sound wall 
foundations can be placed. Now that a preferred alternative has been selected, 
consideration would be given to early construction of sound walls, and if possible, sound 
walls could be built where they would not interfere with other future items of work. 

Response to comment 2: All sound walls proposed for this project would be solid 
continuous masonry walls. The wall built at Serena Park had to accommodate severe 
flooding issues, so it was built with a staggered design. 

Response to comment 3: Details of the proposed construction schedule are not known at 
this stage of the project, and construction noise impacts and mitigation measures are 
presented according to the best available data. Accommodating hotel stays is up to the 
discretion of Caltrans and the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments. 
Caltrans and the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments would decide on any 
accommodation for nearby residences at the beginning of construction. Generally, 
temporary lodging assistance would be provided for extended work periods that include a 
significant portion of nighttime work for adjacent homeowners. Usually, this would be 
only temporary hotel stays during night work. 

The contractor would be required to place and maintain a secure, temporary fence to 
contain outdoor animals before removing the existing fence and building the sound wall. 

Response to comment 4: A sound wall is proposed along the property line at Via Real. 
Caltrans does not plan on any property takes due to its construction, but would need a 
temporary construction easement. The existing fence would be removed. An arborist 
would look at the trees to determine whether they can be saved.   
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Response to Mauricio Gomez – Director, South Coast Habitat Restoration 
 
Response to comment 1: Replacement of common riparian plants (willows, sycamores 
and native riparian shrubs) would be from local sources whenever possible. Locally 
grown plants often provide for increased survivability; native plants grown in similar 
climate zones would be best adapted to local environmental conditions. Because the 
plants to be replaced are common riparian species and there is local availability of these 
native plants, contract growing would not be specified for this project. 

Response to comment 2: Caltrans Standard Special Provision 07-346 Construction Site 
Management “General” would be used to specifically prohibit discharge of portland 
cement concrete waste into storm drain systems or watercourses during and after 
construction.  

Response to comment 3: The landscape plans would be reviewed as part of Coastal 
Development Permit and be submitted as part of each level of the application process, at 
which time they would be made available to the public. 

Response to comment 4: Removal of the stand of Arundo donax was identified as a 
minimization measure and because Caltrans prefers to remove invasive species whenever 
possible. The measure was not offered as mitigation. The document has been changed to 
recommend the removal of the remaining root ball.   

Response to comment 5: The creation of in-stream habitat would occur as required by the 
Biological Opinions (see Appendix M of the final environmental document).   

Response to comment 6: Caltrans would comply with all provisions described in the 
Biological Opinions (Appendix M), which directs how Caltrans would address fish 
passage during construction and fish passage during water diversion.  

Flow data on Carpinteria Creek was analyzed for maximum and average daily flows for 
the last 20 years. Average daily flows between June 1 and October 31 were measured at 1 
cubic foot per second (cfs). 

A Caltrans Hydraulics Engineer analyzed several different diversion designs, and it was 
determined that juvenile and adult steelhead passage through a diversion would not be 
possible with the expected flows. These calculations were based on the historic flow data 
and the existing topography of the creek in accordance with the Caltrans Fish Passage 
Manual. Adult steelhead require a 3 cubic feet per second (cfs) minimum flow for 
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passage; therefore, it is not expected that any steelhead would be attempting to pass 
through the diversion area during the construction window.  

Caltrans has coordinated with the National Marine Fisheries and with U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife regarding fish passage requirements during and after construction. Please see the 
Biological Opinions in Appendix M for more information.  

Response to comment 7: Please see Section 2.3.4 Threatened and Endangered Species for 
information about Oncorhynchus mykiss.   

Response to comment 8: Please refer to response to comment 1 above.  

Response to comment 9: A qualified Caltrans Biologist did visual surveys for bats in 
2003. Inspections included surveying for the presence of bats and/or guano staining. The 
surveys were negative. Pre-construction surveys would include surveys for bats and, if 
found, mitigation measures would be added to exclude bats during construction of the 
bridges. 

Response to comment 10: If vibratory construction methods are required during the 
nesting season, Caltrans would monitor any nesting birds that are present and next to the 
work areas. If vibratory construction methods result in disturbance of nesting birds, those 
methods would be stopped until after the nesting period. 

Response to comment 11: Many of the avoidance and minimization measures identified 
for the tidewater goby are not applicable to steelhead trout and therefore have not been 
added.  

Response to comment 12: The table below shows the increase in impervious area and the 
increase in the 100-year flow from the project, and the total watershed flow by watershed.  
The increase in the 100-year flow from the project is too low to have any real impact on 
the total watershed 100-year flow.  

 
Increased 

Impervious Area 
Increased  

100-year Flow 
Total Watershed 

100-year flow 
 

Watershed 
Acres CFS CFS 

Carpinteria Creek 3.67 18 12,000 
Franklin Creek 2.35 12 3,500 
 
 
Response to comment 13: Hydromodification occurs when there are changes in water 
flow levels into drainages caused by an increase in impervious surface area. At this time, 
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hydromodification controls are under development for local municipalities, with MS4 
permits, and Caltrans. It is anticipated that these requirements would not go into effect for 
two or more years, as is consistent with hydromodification requirements in the new 
Construction General Permit. When these requirements are approved by the Regional 
Water Quality control Board and the State Water Resources Control Board, they would 
be implemented as applicable for projects as outlined in the municipalities’ and Caltrans’ 
Stormwater Management Plans.  

Response to comment 14: For the amount of cubic feet per second added to Carpinteria 
Creek, please see response to South Coast Habitat Restoration, comment 12 above.   

This is not considered a significant impact, so mitigation is not required. However, there 
would be several point source outputs into Carpinteria Creek from both the Via Real 
Bridge and the Route 101 bridges over Carpinteria Creek. Energy dissipaters would be 
included at each of these locations per Caltrans standard practice.   

Response to comment 15: At this time, bio-filtration-type best management practices are 
under consideration for this project to treat storm water runoff from all net new 
impervious areas created within the state right-of-way. Gross Solids Removal Devices 
would not be incorporated into this project. However, all Caltrans-approved best 
management practices can be effective at removing pollutants in general, including trash. 
As of this date, we are awaiting clarification from the City of Carpinteria as to what their 
storm water treatment and post-construction best management practice needs are for 
improvements planned to take place on City right-of-way. Detention basins have been 
excluded from treatment best management practice consideration for areas within the 
state right-of-way. 

Permanent storm water treatment best management practice proposed for this project are 
designed to remove pollutants from storm water and are expected to have a negligible 
effect on storm water runoff volume. 

Response to comment 16: Detention basins are not currently planned to be built as part of 
this project. 

Response to comment 17: Because Caltrans originally provided most of the funding for 
the construction of the park, and because the City is responsible for the location of the 
park, Caltrans is not required to mitigate for the loss of the parkland.  
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Response to comment 18: Two spans at Via Real are proposed: each being 42.5 meters 
(139 feet) long, totaling 85 meters (278 feet). The first span extends across the creek; the 
second span extends across the 100-year floodplain. No piers would be placed within the 
creek.  

Response to comment 19: The Route 101 bridges over Carpinteria Creek would have a 
single span of 42.5 meters (139 feet). The opening (from the top of the creek to the 
bottom of the bridge soffit) would be between 4.9 and 5.5 meters (16 and 18 feet).  

Response to comment 20: Caltrans incorporated two bicycle paths in the Casitas Pass/Via 
Real extension area at the request of the City of Carpinteria.  

Response to comment 21: At Carpinteria Creek, there are three existing drain inlets at the 
101 bridges, and these would be changed only due to the bridge replacements. Two drain 
inlets would be installed at the new Via Real Bridge. There are no drain inlets in the 
Caltrans right-of-way at Franklin Creek, and the project would not affect adjacent drain 
inlets.  
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Response to Kelly Stoner 
 
Response to comment: Thank you for your interest in the project.  
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Response to Linda Tornello (January 22, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and an information meeting 
was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail notification of public 
meetings.   

According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15202, “a draft EIR … should be used as a basis 
for discussion at a public hearing.”    

Response to comment 2: The wetland impacts have been significantly reduced. Please see 
Section 2.3.2 of the final environmental document for more information.  

Response to comment 3: The draft environmental impact report/environmental 
assessment is the document used to provide information to agencies and the public 
regarding anticipated impacts of a project. Public agencies are not required nor are they 
able to provide individual information to homeowners who may be affected by a project.   

Response to comment 4: Sound wall heights and locations were determined based on an 
analysis of the local environment, right-of-way costs, presence of existing structures, 
topography, severity of impact, feasibility, and other factors. Please see Section 2.2.6 
Noise of the final environmental document for more information about the methodology 
used to in this evaluation.  

Response to comment 5: The No-Build Alternative was discussed throughout the 
document.  

Response to comment 6: While it is true that the millions of dollars spent by the State 
over the 15 years the project has been in the planning phases and the funding for 
environmental and engineering costs may be lost if the project is delayed, the benefits of 
the project are a better justification to move the project forward. 

Response to comment 7: Caltrans always attempts to minimize impacts to private 
property.   
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Response to Linda Tornello (January 30, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The maps prepared for the public meetings showed general 
sound wall locations without any associated heights. The scale of the maps was not 
intended to provide design-level details, just a general level of information to provide 
adequate public disclosure. All heights referred to in the environmental document are 
relative to the outside edge of the travel way.  

The sound wall along Ogan Road would be about 8 feet tall and placed between the back 
of the proposed sidewalk and the private fences, with a planting strip in between the wall 
and the back of the sidewalk. Because the sound wall would be placed nearer to the edge 
of the sidewalk, it would be above the grade of the road.   
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Response to Linda Tornello (March 16, 2009) 
 
Response to comment 1: The maps prepared for the public meetings showed general 
sound wall locations without any associated heights. The scale at which the maps were 
prepared was not intended to provide design-level details, but a general level of 
information to provide adequate public disclosure. All heights referred to in the 
environmental document are relative to the outside edge of the travel way. Sound walls 
would not be placed in a gully area necessitating the need for excessive heights as you 
refer to. As much as possible, the project would incorporate retaining walls and use 
natural ground forms and associated terrain to the maximum extent possible. 

Response to comment 2: The noise estimates presented in the environmental document 
were not actual field readings; they were computer-modeled prediction sites. Several sites 
were physically field measured to calibrate the noise model for the project corridor. All 
of the modeled receptor sites shown in the environmental document are meant to 
represent multiple individual residences. 

Response to comment 3: According to CEQA, Section 21002.1, “The purpose of an 
environmental impact report is to identify the significant effects on the environment of a 
project, to identify alternatives to the project, and to indicate the manner in which those 
significant effects can be mitigated or avoided.” The purpose of an environmental impact 
report is not to provide full disclosure of every change on the ground, but to provide 
meaningful public disclosure of significant environmental impacts more generally. It is 
the responsibility of the property owner to contact the project proponent to determine 
what impacts may occur on their property.  

Response to comment 4: The Visual/Aesthetics (Section 2.1.6) Avoidance, Minimization 
and Mitigation Measures section includes the following measure: “All new lighting in the 
vicinity of the residential neighborhoods north of Route 101 shall minimize excess light 
and glare by careful placement of the poles, height and position of luminaires, the use of 
full cut-off lenses where feasible, and other measures.” 
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Section 3.0 Cameo Road Petition 
 
On February 14, 2009, Caltrans received a petition from 50 residents in the Cameo 
Road/Byrnes Lane neighborhood. Those who submitted copies of the petition are listed 
below in alphabetical order. Responses follow.  

 
Lewis Abe 
Jennifer Baker* 
Tom Beland* 
Joelene Bowen* 
Robert Dacayana 
Sonja Ruth Dacayana 
Leslie DeBus 
J. Dominguez 
Gary & Larissa 
Feramisco* 
Tim & Maureen Gaasch 
Lety Garcia 
Sergio Garcia 
Debra Hosseini 
Justine Hosseini 

Hamid Hosseini 
Kathleen Yasmin 
Hosseini 
Becky Jackson 
John Jackson* 
Frederic Jougla 
Lisa Luna 
Tony Luna 
Zoey Luna 
Wilma Kirk  
Arthur Korb* 
Brittni McKnight 
Judith C. Martinez* 
George Middleton* 
Ronald Mueller 

David Paras* 
Susan Park 
Rebecca H. Paulsen* 
Chieko Satow 
Fumio Satow 
Hisaye Takahashi 
Eric Trautwein 
Rachel Trauwein 
Guadalupe Valenzuela 
Humberto Valenzuela 
Ashley Welty 
John K. Welty 
Nancy Welty 
 

 
 
* Also submitted individual comments, which can be found in Section 2.0 of this 
appendix. 
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Response to Cameo Road Petition  
 
Response to comment 1: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009.  

Response to comment 2: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s Noise Abatement Criterion 
threshold of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act 
as a small sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project 
noise level is estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). 
This level is well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower 
than the no-project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise 
abatement. Based on the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise 
levels up to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, 
Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective 
thresholds, and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Response to comment 3: An analysis quantified the noise level contribution exclusively 
from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas Pass Road. 
The modeling included expected truck traffic volumes in the vehicle mix.  

Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and speeds, 
highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. The analysis 
concluded that the Via Real extension and newly configured interchange would 
contribute a predicted 54 dBA to the residents represented by Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road). The mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted to be 66 
dBA, and the with-project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without the 
avocado orchard in place for a more conservative estimate) in the design year at Receptor 
area 11. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. As presented 
during the public meetings, because of the substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds 
on Route 101, the highway would remain the dominant noise source in the area. 
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Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of 
highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps in the project design year (2036) 
show that the noise contribution at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway is 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real and 64 dBA Leq from the 
highway traffic.   

The reason noise levels decrease by 2 dBA in the project design year at Receptor area 11 
is because the extension of Via Real would act as a small sound berm for noise 
originating on Route 101. Noise levels would actually decrease in the build condition 
(from design year no-project levels), and predicted noise levels would be due solely to 
future traffic volumes on the mainline of Route 101.  

The project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. At 
the regional level, Regional Transportation Plans are developed that include all of the 
transportation projects planned for a region over a period of years. This project is 
included in the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments Regional 
Transportation Plan. Based on the projects included in the Regional Transportation Plan, 
an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the implementation of those 
projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests showing that attainment 
requirements of the Clean Air Act are met.  

If the design and scope of the proposed transportation project are the same as described in 
the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project is deemed to meet regional 
conformity requirements for purposes of the project-level analysis. 

Since the proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, and is included in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project 
would not increase air pollution that would exceed any health-based standard. 

Response to comment 4: Delivery trucks are currently accessing commercial areas of 
Carpinteria traveling on Casitas Pass. The inclusion of Via Real and the new interchange 
configuration would not contribute to double truck volumes as stated by the commenter. 
These truck trips already exist, have been captured in the circulation network and have 
been included in the noise modeling. With all trucks and vehicles included in the model, 
the Cameo Road area would not be subject to noise levels that exceed either the City of 
Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds.   

Since there are other roads in and out of the local business area, it is not certain that all 
delivery trucks would necessarily have to use the new intersection with signals to enter 
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the downtown area or have to double-back on Casitas Pass to leave the area. Also, the 
Linden Avenue and Casitas Pass Road overcrossings have existing nonstandard vertical 
clearance over Route 101, necessitating diversion of taller heavy-duty trucks onto city 
streets. The project would alleviate this condition. 

The project is unlikely to add new trips (induced demand) to Route 101, Linden Avenue, 
or Casitas Pass Road. The additional travel demand on an improved highway or facility 
consists of two types of trips—induced trips and shifted trips. Induced trips are diverted 
from other travel modes, longer trips, or new trips. Trips that are shifted in space (cut-
through traffic coming back to the highway) or shifted in time (trips that previously 
avoided peak hours) are not induced trips. 

Induced demand shows that the effects of major highway improvement projects (unless 
they are adding a new highway or a completely new interchange where one never existed, 
or in other words opening up access to otherwise hard to reach areas) in inducing new 
trips are small. But on operational projects, such as this one, the effect would be 
negligible. 

The travel demand model incorporated land uses, socioeconomics, demographics, and 
roadway networks into future travel patterns as well as traffic volumes. Based on the 
above methodology, the proposed project would not create additional demand, but would 
serve existing demand created by the growth in population, housing, and employment 
within the City of Carpinteria. 

Response to comment 5: The addition of traffic signals would improve traffic flow and 
reduce starting and stopping. 

Response to comment 6: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. 
The with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
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removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 
of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition, but it is Caltrans policy to preserve existing vegetation whenever possible.  

Response to comment 7: The highway would be raised 6-10 feet to allow for a higher 
bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek; after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade near the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing 
heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour onto city streets because of lower-
than-standard clearance under these two existing bridge structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet over Carpinteria Creek. This specific design feature has 
been accounted for within our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of 
Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 
dBA.  

Response to comment 8: The project would include all standard noise and dust control 
methods per Caltrans guidelines. Also, idling restrictions for trucks and equipment would 
be in place during project construction as mandated by the California Air Resources 
Board. When necessary and warranted, temporary noise barriers can be installed to 
mitigate construction noise, dust, glare, and visual impacts. 

Details of the proposed construction schedule are not known at this stage of the project, 
and construction noise impacts and mitigation measures have been presented according to 
the best available data. It is unlikely that construction would occur in the Casitas Pass 
area for the entire three-year construction schedule.  

Response to comment 9: Changes in property values are imminent, continuous, and come 
from a variety of issues and conditions, but primarily from the economy and market.  
Secondary effects on value would be from zoning changes of surrounding areas, and 
development of surrounding areas due to those zoning changes. Other factors that affect 
value include age of improvements and community changes, such as a shift of local 
populations to newly developed areas of a city. Accessibility to and from market areas is 
also a factor in property values, as well as proximity to airports, hospitals, schools and 
other essential amenities such as restaurants, grocery, and department stores. There are 
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also environmental factors such as views and proximity to golf courses, lakes, rivers and 
of course oceans and beaches.   

Two main factors affect values of land and the improvements on the land: 1) the 
economy, which consists of the national, the state, and the immediate or 
surrounding/local economies, and 2) location. 

Proximity to transportation facilities will affect property values as well, but this is an 
unavoidable occurrence and, for the most part, improves the values of properties. You 
have to have transportation facilities to reach an area before that area can make any 
improvements, thus improving the value of that area, which brings more development of 
the area, which requires continuous improvement of the transportation facilities. The 
proximity to freeways and/or arterial corridors, main streets, and state highways also 
affects the values of property, both positively and negatively, but mostly positive. This is 
true in all markets.   

However, improvements to existing freeways, arterial corridors, main streets, state 
highways and frontage roads indicates that more people are in the immediate area and 
using these streets, highways and freeways, which means development is occurring and 
values are increasing. As development continues, the land becomes more and more 
valuable. This happens until the area becomes too crowded and people can’t get around 
easily. This is what the level of service addresses. When the level of service decreases to 
a point where it damages the area’s primary or core value, then something has to be done.  
This means better transportation and access, improved infrastructure, more schools, fire 
stations and police departments, etc. So, protecting the primary value of the area and even 
increasing values after the improvements are made, the level of service rises and creates a 
more desirable area to live and work.   

The project has been determined not to have a substantial adverse effect on the values of 
surrounding properties and the increase in safety and operations is expected to offset any 
negative impacts to the surrounding areas. This means that if one of those homes in the 
Cameo Road neighborhood is for sale or sold, the price is determined by the market and 
the location of the neighborhood itself, as well as the quality and age of the 
improvements. Values of that neighborhood are going to be consistent with the local 
market values. That means that if one of the properties on Cameo Road is for sale and is 
along the southern edge adjacent to the acquisition parcel for the off-ramp, it will be 
marketed at the same range of value or price as all the others in the neighborhood. It 
could be priced in the highest portion of the price range or lowest portion of the price 
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range, but the homes will all stay within the range of values for that neighborhood. If 
prices differ by 1%-5% due to the size of improvement, parcel size, or location within the 
neighborhood, they will still have that range of value in the future. 

Response to comment 10: Cameo road would remain a cul-de-sac, and there would be no 
through traffic on Cameo Road after the project is completed. 

Response to comment 11: Sound walls are not built where analysis determines they are 
not warranted. See Cameo Road petition response to comment 2 for information about 
noise protocols. Permanent sound walls are not built to mitigate temporary construction 
noise levels or dust. As previously mentioned, temporary noise barriers may be installed 
to mitigate construction noise, dust, glare, and visual impacts. 
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Responses to comments received at Public Hearing 
 
Melissa Doyle 
Response to comment 1: Determination of specific architectural treatments and textures 
would be based on community input through the City of Carpinteria’s Architectural 
Review Board, using the Santa Barbara County Highway 101 Design Guidelines and 
applicable Caltrans design guidance. For more information, please see Section 2.1.6 
Visual/Aesthetics in the final environmental document.  

Response to comment 2: Caltrans would work with the City’s Architectural Review 
Board to provide appropriate planting and aesthetic treatments. Native plants would be 
used for mitigation of removal of native vegetation. 

Martin and Ilse Franco 
Response to comment 3: Thank you for your interest in the project.   

Henry Arellanes  
Response to comment 4: Thank you for your interest in the project. 

Martin Franco 
Response to comment 5: Thank you for your interest in the project. Alternative 3 has 
been selected as the preferred alternative.  

Response to comment 6: All sound walls proposed for this project would be solid 
continuous masonry walls. 

Donnie Nair  
Response to comment 7: Thank you for your interest in the project. Alternative 3 has 
been selected as the preferred alternative. 

Response to comment 8: Alternative 3 includes a roundabout at the intersection of Via 
Real, Ogan Road and the northbound Route 101 on-ramp. No left turns would be required 
to access the freeway in this location. The project does not include a southbound on-ramp 
at Linden Avenue.  

Response to comment 9: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines and Caltrans policy, 
notifications regarding the availability of the draft environmental document and planned 
public meeting were published in local newspapers (Coastal View and Daily Sound 
December 23, 2008 and January 15, 2009). Subsequently, the comment period was 
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extended and notifications were sent out to nearby residents, and a second public 
information meeting was held on March 16, 2009. CEQA does not require direct mail 
notification of public meetings.   

Dan Reyes  
Response to comment 10: Thank you for your interest in the project. Alternative 3 has 
been selected as the preferred alternative. A 12-foot sound wall is currently proposed 
along Nipomo Drive, which would include about 1,000 feet of Route 101 frontage. The 
barrier is shown as B-12 in Section 2.2.6 Noise of the final environmental document. 

Dan Rodriguez  
Response to comment 11: Thank you for your interest in the project. Alternative 3 has 
been selected as the preferred alternative.  

Arthur Korb  
Response to comment 12: Caltrans uses the Federal Highway Administration’s noise 
abatement criterion threshold of 67 dBA to determine impacts for outdoor noise levels. 
Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small sound berm 
for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is estimated to 
be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is well below the 
noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA,  is only 2 dBA lower than the no-project analysis, 
and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement. Based on the city 
of Carpinteria’s own General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up to 65 dBA are 
considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor area 11 (Cameo 
Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, and abatement 
need not be considered for that location. 

Response to comment 13: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. 
So, the with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
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removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 
of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition. 

Response to comment 14: Caltrans would preserve as many of the avocado trees as 
possible.  

Ralph Fertig  
Response to comment 16: The Class I bicycle path that drops down from the north side of 
the Via Real extension would have a very gradual slope and would be nearly flat by the 
time it reaches the point where it crosses under the Via Real Bridge.  

Response to comment 17: New lighting would not be included along the bicycle path.  

Response to comment 18: Please see response 16 to Ralph Fertig above.  

Response to comment 19: About 500 square feet would be available at the Class I bicycle 
path intersection with Via Real and Casitas Pass Road for bicyclists to transition to the 
Class II bicycle lanes before proceeding through the intersection with signals.   

George Lehtinen 
Response to comment 20: One purpose of the project is to improve operations on Route 
101 throughout the vicinity. 

Response to comment 21: Open graded asphalt-concrete would be used along the Route 
101 mainline near the Carpinteria Creek bridges. Noise benefits can be achieved with the 
application of specialized wearing courses such as open graded asphalt-concrete or the 
use of rubberized asphalt-concrete. Typically, these types of pavements wear much faster 
than conventional asphalt concrete, and as the pore spaces between the aggregate fill with 
dirt and various roadway debris, their noise benefit diminishes significantly. 

Arthur Korb 
Response to comment 22: An analysis was done to quantify the noise level contribution 
exclusively from the inclusion of Via Real and the re-configured on-/off-ramps at Casitas 
Pass Road. 

Noise modeling indicates that because of noticeably higher traffic volumes and speeds, 
highway traffic would continue to be the dominant noise source in the area. The analysis 
found that the Via Real extension and newly configured interchange would contribute a 
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predicted 54 dBA to the residents represented by Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road). The 
mainline of Route 101 under the no-project scenario is predicted to be 66 dBA; the with-
project scenario is predicted to be 64 dBA (modeled without the avocado orchard in place 
for a more conservative estimate) in the design year at Receptor area 11. 

Due to the logarithmic nature of decibel addition, when two noise sources differ by 9 or 
more dBA, the lower number does not contribute to the higher noise level. As presented 
during the public meetings, because of the substantially higher traffic volumes and speeds 
on Route 101, the highway would remain the dominant noise source in the area.  
Computer predictions using the maximum speed and traffic volumes on six lanes of 
highway, Via Real and the proposed highway ramps, in the project design year (2036) 
show that the noise contribution at the rear of the property lines between Cameo Road 
and the highway is 54 dBA Leq from traffic on Via Real and 64 dBA Leq from the 
highway traffic.   

The reason noise levels decrease by 2 dBA in the project design year at Receptor area 11 
is because the extension of Via Real would act as a small sound berm for noise 
originating on Route 101. Noise levels would actually decrease in the build condition 
(from design year no-project levels), and predicted noise levels would be due solely to 
future traffic volumes on the mainline of Route 101.  

The project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. At 
the regional level, Regional Transportation Plans are developed that include all of the 
transportation projects planned for a region over a period of years. This project is 
included in the Santa Barbara County Association of Governments Regional 
Transportation Plan. Based on the projects included in the Regional Transportation Plan, 
an air quality model is run to determine whether or not the implementation of those 
projects would conform to emission budgets or other tests showing that attainment 
requirements of the Clean Air Act are met.  

If the design and scope of the proposed transportation project are the same as that 
described in the Regional Transportation Plan, the proposed project is deemed to meet 
regional conformity requirements for purposes of the project-level analysis. 

Since the proposed project is in an attainment area for all National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards and is included in the Regional Transportation Plans RTP, the proposed project 
would not increase air pollution that would exceed any health-based standard. 
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Response to comment 23: The highway would be raised 6-10 feet to allow for a higher 
bridge structure over Carpinteria Creek; after passing over Carpinteria Creek, the 
highway would quickly return to its existing grade near the Casitas Pass Road 
overcrossing that would also be rebuilt to current design standards. Raising the Casitas 
Pass Road and Linden Avenue overcrossings would reduce a great deal of existing 
heavy-duty truck traffic that occasionally has to detour onto city streets because of lower-
than-standard clearance under these two existing bridge structures.   

The noise predictions for Receptor area 11 (Cameo Road) in the build condition include 
raising Route 101 by 10 feet over Carpinteria Creek. This specific design feature has 
been accounted for within our noise model. The predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 and would not exceed either the City of 
Carpinteria or Caltrans thresholds. The predicted noise level without the project is 66 
dBA.  

Response to comment 24: The predicted noise levels in the build condition at Receptor 
area 11 (Cameo Road) were modeled with the existing avocado orchard entirely 
removed. The computer predictions used the maximum expected speed and traffic 
volumes on a future six lanes of highway, Via Real, and the proposed highway ramps. 
So, the with-project design year noise level of 64 dBA was evaluated with the most 
conservative approach, which would not exceed either the City of Carpinteria or Caltrans 
thresholds. 

Modeling of the Cameo Road area indicates that the effect of the existing avocado 
orchard does buffer or attenuate about 2 dBA of highway noise in the existing condition. 
The inclusion of Via Real in the build condition likewise attenuates about 2 dBA. The net 
effect is that the residents along Cameo Road would lose about 2 dBA by entirely 
removing the orchard and gain about 2 dBA by building Via Real, for no net gain or loss 
of noise quality with the full removal of the existing orchard. It has not been determined 
at this time if the existing orchard would be fully or partially removed under the build 
condition, but it is Caltrans policy to preserve existing vegetation whenever possible.  

Response to comment 25: The criteria that Caltrans uses to determine impacts for outdoor 
noise levels is the Federal Highway Administration’s noise abatement criterion threshold 
of 67 dBA. Due to the inclusion of the extension of Via Real (which would act as a small 
sound berm for noise originating on Route 101), the predicted with-project noise level is 
estimated to be 64 dBA for Receptor area 11 (south side of Cameo Road). This level is 
well below the noise abatement criterion of 67 dBA, is only 2 dBA lower than the no-
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project analysis, and therefore would not qualify for consideration of noise abatement.  
Based on the City of Carpinteria’s General Plan Noise Element, outdoor noise levels up 
to 65 dBA are considered acceptable for residential land uses. Therefore, Receptor area 
11 (Cameo Road) would be below both the City’s and Caltrans’ respective thresholds, 
and abatement would not be included for that location. 

Ralph Fertig 
Response to comment 26: Permeable paving is not proposed along the bicycle path with 
this project.   

Louis Martinez  
Response to comment 27: Alternative 3 has been selected as the preferred alternative.  
The funding for this project, which is gathered through state gas tax dollars and is 
reserved for use in transportation projects, comes from the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP). The Santa Barbara County Association of Governments 
determines how STIP money is spent on a regionwide basis and has reserved a portion 
specifically for this project.   



 

 

 


