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Goals:

e Help sustain California’s unique natural heritage.

e Develop a regional Wildlife and Habitat Connectivity Plan
that will provide a long-range planning tool for Caltrans and
regional transportation agencies.

e Assemble wildlife and habitat connectivity studies and plans
for the Central Coast of California.

e |dentify a prioritized list of critical wildlife and habitat
linkage locations, Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
mapping and design criteria to promote safety for wildlife

and the public.
e Assist Caltrans in meeting obligations the new federal
transportation act.

Approach:
e Work with stakeholders to identify previous studies and plans for use in the compilation.
e Use information from previous studies, and the best available GIS to develop a detailed plan that
identifies important wildlife corridors and habitat linkages specific to focal wildlife species.
e Focus species will be a combination of federal and state listed species & more common species such
as black bear, American badger, mountain lion and deer.

Products and Completion Dates:
e Stakeholder meetings — August 2012, October 2013
e |dentify major corridor locations for connectivity—December 2012
e Conduct GIS study, develop draft connectivity plan—January 2013
e Provide results to the public, following review—December 2013

Anticipated Uses:
e Provide results to regional transportation planning agencies, city and county planning departments,
resource agencies, and non-profit organizations.
e Incorporate plan into current and proposed transportation, land use, and conservation plans.



Implementing Habitat Connectivity

for the Central Coast

What It Is

A planning tool for conservation and
transportation

An analysis commissioned by Caltrans to integrate
habitat connectivity into their transportation
planning process

Regional scale, encompassing Caltrans District
5 that includes Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo,
Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito Counties.

An effort to identify important areas for
connectivity, through the use of previous studies
and plans

A method to assist Caltrans, and willing partners
to better plan to accommodate the dispersal
needs of plants and animals

An analysis that uses ecological conditions or
integrity of the landscape to identify areas with
high connectivity potential

The development of a plan that can be used to
evaluate Caltrans projects, and support
modification of projects to better accommodate
connectivity and improve public safety.

What It Is Not

A regulation that dictates land use for any public or
private entity

A California Department of Fish and Game or US
Fish and Wildlife Service response to potential
impacts to a habitat or species from a project
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), California Endangered Species Act (CESA),
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) or federal
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Fine scale at all locations.

A complete inventory of all the important areas for
connectivity in District 5.

A tool to force governments and businesses to
adopt new regulations

A solution by itself for how to provide necessary
linkages for any given species of plant or animal.
Linkage designs will vary depending on focal species
chosen and the goal of providing connected habitat
for a chosen species might be met several different
ways.

The final authority for connectivity on the Central
Coast. This project represents the best knowledge
to date. New information may become available
and conditions may change.

Contacts and Websites:

James Thorne, University of California, Davis jhthorne@ucdavis.edu

Patrick Huber, University of California, Davis prhuber@ucdavis.edu

Nancy Siepel, Caltrans District 5 nancy siepel@dot.ca.gov

Wildlife Habitat Connectivity Website http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist05/planning/AdvWildlifeConnectivity.htm




