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Update #5 
HIGHWAY 9 RE-OPENS TONIGHT BETWEEN FELTON AND THE PARADISE PARK COMMUNITY  

NORTH OF SANTA CRUZ  
 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY– Although there is one more week of roadwork along a one-mile section of Highway 9 (Mile 
Marker 3.55 to 4.4) near Henry Cowell State Park from Felton to the Paradise Park Community north of Santa Cruz, 
Caltrans is re-opening Highway 9 at 7 pm tonight, Sept. 24, officials have announced. 
 
“We realize the long-term closure was difficult for local residents, businesses and visitors. Our crews worked diligently 
weekdays and weekends to open the road today, with daytime traffic control until Oct. 2. Caltrans wishes to thank the 
Hwy. 9 community for their patience and understanding during this important project to stabilize the roadway,” said Tim 
Gubbins, Caltrans District 5 Director.  
 
Location 1: (Northern Henry Cowell Boundary -- from Felton to the Paradise Park Community)-RE-OPENING AT 7 PM 
TODAY, SEPT. 24 with one more week of one-way reversing traffic control Monday through Friday from 8 am to 5 pm 
through Friday, Oct. 2.  
 
Locations 2-4, beginning in June: COMPLETED END OF AUGUST (except for final paving—which took place today, 
Sept. 24) 
Location 2: between Alba Rd. and Western Ave. (near Ben Lomond) 
Location 3: near San Lorenzo Avenue (near Brookdale) 
Location 4: north of McGaffigan Mill 
 
This was a very difficult project to construct and maintenance is required to keep the highway in good condition. This 
area of Highway 9 has limited access, exceptionally steep slopes, hard granitic foundation materials, large trees and 
stumps and a constricted work window to avoid environmental impacts. With all of these challenges, the progress 
continues to be slower than expected.  Location 1 is currently 95% complete. We estimate the highway being fully open 
by Friday, Oct. 2. Electronic message signs are posted alerting motorists of this closure since Feb. 10. Motorists can 
use Hwy. 17 to Mt. Hermon Rd. or Graham Hill Road (bicyclists too) as the detour/alternate route. 
 
The contractor for this $2 million project is Graniterock Company of San Jose, CA. Caltrans reminds motorists to move 
over and slow down when driving through highway work zones. 

      
     Northbound paving—Location 1          Southbound paving-Location 1 

Photos of Hwy. 9 project near completion on Sept. 23. 
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