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District: 05 — Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, San Benito and Santa
Cruz Counties

Contact: Jim Shivers or Colin Jones

Phone: (805) 549-3237 or 549-3189

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HIGHWAY 101 WILDLIFE FENCING PROJECT IS COMPLETE

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY — An innovative project to construct wildlife fencing
along Hwy. 101 north of the Cuesta Grade has been completed.

The fencing is designed to improve public safety and reduce the loss of wildlife caused
by collisions as wild animals attempt to cross the freeway near State Route 58.

This project includes the installation of an 8-foot tall wildlife fence to protect animals
from traffic, channeling their movements to a nearby railroad undercrossing to the south
and the Santa Margarita Creek Bridge to the north.

In addition, four electrified mats have been placed across access points to public and
private properties on each side of the freeway, eliminating the need for grates. Four
one-way wildlife escape ramps along each side will allow animals to easily move away

from nearby vehicles. About 45,000 vehicles travel Hwy. 101 daily in this area.

This $500,000 project included the assistance of the California Conservation Corp
(CCC) and Cal Poly.
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Photo of Wildlife Escape Ramp Under Construction

Caltrans reminds motorists to move over and slow down when driving through
Caltrans construction zones.

For traffic updates on other state highway projects in San Luis Obispo County, motorists
can call Caltrans District 5 Public Affairs at 805-549-3318 or visit the District 5 website
at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist0O5/road_information.htm
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