03-0F310 SF American River Bridge Project Public Meeting November 4, 2015
Community Concerns & Caltrans Responses

Traffic issues during construction (delays, stopping times, signs and flaggers):
The maximum length of any lane closure shall be limited to 0.8 mile.

A minimum of one paved traffic lane not less than eleven feet wide, shall be open for use by public traffic
at all times, and two lanes shall remain open when construction operations are not actively in progress.

A minimum of four foot shoulder shall remain open at all times for pedestrian and bicycle use.

The use of K-rail is recommended to separate the work zone from the public traffic.

Consider using a temporary traffic signal to control traffic when the bridge is reduced to one lane open.
Advance flaggers are recommended in areas where there is inadequate approaching sight distance.

No lane closures, shoulder closures, or other traffic restrictions will be allowed on Special Days, designated
legal holidays and the day preceding designated legal holidays; and when construction operations are not
actively in progress.

Access to driveways and cross streets must be maintained during construction, in accordance with traffic
control standard plans or traffic handling provided in the contract plans.

Pedestrian access must be maintained during construction, with at least one sidewalk open on one side of
the roadway at all times. Additional signs will be required to detour pedestrians when sidewalks are closed
for contract work.

Bicycle traffic must be maintained during construction. Additional signs and striping will be required to
direct bicycle traffic when bikeways are closed for contract work.

Portable changeable message signs will be required in direction of traffic during construction for each lane,
shoulder and bridge closure.

Work at this location may require the assistance of Construction Zone Enhanced Enforcement Program
(COZEEP), but probably not a full time presence.

During the course of studies, the project area was identified as having a busy recreational season from mid-
June to mid-August. Specifically, the adjacent segment of river is heavily used by swimmers and boaters
creating heavy vehicle traffic and pedestrian use on the bridge and through the area, especially on weekends.

The community stressed that it was important for Caltrans to minimize impacts to these users since the
community relies on these visitors for business. Full roadway closures and 24 hour reversing traffic control
should be avoided to the extent possible, especially during the identified busy months.

Mt Murphy Road:

Mt Murphy Road is located outside State right of way and outside the project limits; therefore, no
improvements are planned at this time.



Traffic calming colors for road shoulders:
An appropriate color will be selected that will best serve for traffic calming purposes.
Temporary Construction Staging:

Stage construction work will be needed for this project. The construction sequence for this alternative would
need four discrete phases to complete the new structure. It is anticipated the contractor would use the
following phase sequence:

Construct a portion of the new structure on the north side.

Demolish the existing structure.

Construct the remaining width of the new structure on the south side.
Perform a closure pour to connect the two new bridge segments.
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This construction sequencing minimizes the amount of reversing traffic control required to construct the
structure. Also, any need for 24 hour reversing traffic control can likely be scheduled to avoid the busy
season, holidays, and special events.

Stage construction work will also be needed to complete the vertical curve stopping sight distance
improvement to the east of the bridge. It is anticipated that a few weeks of 24 hour reversing traffic control
will be needed. This work can likely be scheduled to avoid the busy season, holidays, and special events. It
may be possible to avoid 24 hour reversing traffic control with the use of temporary widening and steep
slopes during the work, but reversing traffic control would still be needed while the construction is actively in
progress.

Construction Vehicle Parking:

Caltrans anticipates that the contractor will lease property in the area for staging activities and is responsible
for providing parking for their workers.

Permanent Increase in Recreational Parking:

Caltrans traffic operations, maintenance, environmental, safety engineers, as well as the project development
team studied the ten parallel parking spaces proposed in the project. Parking spaces will be designed to meet
Caltrans and the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) requirements, including sight distance
requirements and safety regulations. The reason that Caltrans proposed the ten parallel spaces was to comply
with Streets and Highways Code 84.5 and re replace the informal parking currently happening on the
southwest corner of Lotus Road and SR 49 in intersection. In addition, the project proposed a new
maintenance vehicle pullout (MVP) to the east of the river north of Sierra Nevada House and SR 49. The
parallel parking spaces are designed so that a traveling bicyclist may pass freely and minimizes the possibility
of contact from a car door.

Additionally, a MVP is planned for the north side of SR 49 on the east end of the bridge. When not in use by
maintenance forces, the public could use it for parking.

Informal parking — The existing informal parking on Lotus Road across from the Sierra Nevada House business
will not be changed as part of this project, as this area is located outside State right of way and outside the
project limits. Additionally, the project specifications will include a condition that the contractor cannot use
the area for construction purposed (storage, parking, etc.).



Noise:
No work after 10 pm:

There are certain operations, like drilling for bridge bents, that once started need to go 24 hours a day until
completion. These operations can be pretty noisy. Other roadwork may need to be done at night due to traffic
constraints. The contractor will elect to work days, rather than nights, whenever possible, but we (Caltrans) do
not want to limit their opportunities to get work done at night.

General traffic noise over bridge:

The project will result in less than significant impacts to noise overall; however, a temporary increase in
ambient noise levels, in the project vicinity, should be expected for the duration of construction.

Caltrans and US Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) partnered to develop some quiet deck
specifications. As a result, since 2013 our regular decks are quieter than they used to be.

Connectivity Issues (Sidewalks, Parks, Trails & Bike Paths):

The details and feasibility of proposed trails in the El Dorado County Parks and Trails Master Plan, March 2012,
are not clearly defined at this time. However, the project’s pedestrian and bike facilities would not preclude
future trail plans outside the project area to connect them. See Human Environment, Chapter 2, for more
information.

River Access:

The project team determined that legal river access is currently afforded to the public through the State right
of way that bounds the existing bridge and extensive river access opportunities, both government and
privately owned, exist in the vicinity. However, given that the river in the project vicinity is a heavily used
recreational destination, it is prudent to keep the existing river access use the same. The project team
gathered and analyzed the available information, met with interested parties, conducted several internal focus
meetings, and consulted with Caltrans District 3 executive staff to arrive at feasible access improvements for
inclusion into the project.

The access improvements that will be incorporated into the project are identified below. These improvements
can be made with minimal cost and environmental impacts and require no additional right of way.

Wider sidewalks and shoulders on bridge — The inclusion of design standard sidewalks and shoulders on the
new structure will enhance river access by allowing pedestrians to easily cross the bridge.

Maintain access to river — SR 49 in the project vicinity is not an access controlled facility. No prohibitions to
crossing State property for river access currently exist and this will be maintained at the conclusion of the
project. An existing maintenance access road at the southwest corner of the bridge is proposed to be surfaced
to improve access for maintenance, though it will remain gated. In doing so, improved access will provide for
recreational river users.

Pedestrian Accessibility — This project will improve accessibility to the river for the general public. This is a
result of the improvements identified above and due to the removal of vegetation from bridge abutments fills.
Inclusion of a developed Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) compliant trail into the river floodplain was
considered, but not deemed practical or warranted, given there are no developed facilities in the flood plain.

Other Access Options — A total of eighteen river access options were identified in the vicinity of the project.
These include both government and privately owned facilities, some being fee based and others at no cost.



Future potential improvements to river access were also identified during studies. These include development
of the Bureau of Land Management parcel just south of the U.S. Post Office near the bridge and the potential
construction of a park and ride facility near the corner of Lotus Road and SR 49.

Transparency:

Typically, a public meeting is not held for a Project Development Category 4B project unless one is requested.
However, public meetings were held for this project in May 2013, November 2014 and again in November
2015 due to the high level of interest by the local community, outdoor recreational groups, and County
government officials. The viable alternatives were presented, as well as a discussion of river access studies,
and feedback was obtained from attendees for consideration in preparing the final project report and the final

environmental document.

At the November 4, 2015 public meeting, design options were presented and community feedback invited to
finalize the bridge design. All of the comments were reviewed by Caltrans’ staff, responded to and posted on

the website.

Bridge Jumpers:

Public feedback preferred keeping a rural feel to the bridge. If a no-jumping fence were added (the only way
to prevent jumping), it would urbanize the look of the bridge and conflict with the aesthetic the community

wished to retain.



