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State of California  California State Transportation Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system 

to enhance California’s economy and livability” 

M e m o r a n d u m 

To: CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 

CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

CTC Meeting: August 17-18, 2016 

Reference No.: 4.20 

Action Item 

From:  NORMA ORTEGA 

Chief Financial Officer 

Prepared by: Katrina C. Pierce, Chief 

Division of  

Environmental Analysis 

Subject: COMMENTS ON THE PROCEDURES FOR DISCHARGES OF DREDGED OR FILL 

MATERIALS TO WATERS OF THE STATE 

ISSUE: 

The California Department of Transportation (Department) is providing written comments to 

the State Water Resources Control Board (Waterboard) on their preliminary draft procedures 

for discharges of dredged or fill materials to waters of the state.   

BACKGROUND: 

On June 17, 2016, the Waterboard publically noticed that they are considering to adopt procedures 

for discharges of dredged or fill material to waters of the state (Proposed Procedures).   

The Proposed Procedures consist of the following components: (1) a wetland definition, (2) wetland 

delineation procedures, and (3) procedures for applications, and the review and approval of Water 

Quality Certifications, Waste Discharge Requirements, and waivers of Waste Discharge 

Requirements for dredged and fill activities.  

The Waterboard developed the Proposed Procedures not only due to the diminishing jurisdiction of 

the federal government, but to also address the inconsistency across the Regional Water Boards 

regarding requirements for discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the state, including 

wetlands.  There is no single accepted definition of wetlands at the state level, and the Regional 

Water Boards may have different requirements and levels of analysis with regard to the issuance of 

dredge or fill orders.  

The Department has been an active stakeholder for these Proposed Procedures.  In April 2007, the 

Department provided comments on the scope and content of the environmental analysis that will be 

used to support the policy development.  In September 2008, the Department provided comments 

on the Policy to Protect Wetlands and Riparian Areas.  In July 2010, the Department provided 

comments on the draft policy of Phase One of the Wetland and Riparian Protection Policy.  In April 

2011, the Department provided comment on the Initial Study for the Wetland Area Protection 

Policy and Dredge and Fill Regulations.   

The Waterboard will accept written comments on the Proposed Procedures through 12:00 Noon on 

Thursday, August 18, 2016. 

The Department has developed comments and will be submitting them for Waterboard 

consideration. 
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