
  
 

 

   
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

   
 

 

  

 
 

                                                 
    

  
  

  
   

  
 

ARRA Highway Project List Instructions to MPO’s/RTPA’s 

April 3, 2009 


Background: 
To comply with the federal legislation, Caltrans is responsible for providing a list of American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funded1 projects to the US DOT. US DOT must post 
this list prior to obligation2 of any ARRA funds.3 

The necessary information will be collected from the MPO’s and RTPA’s in the form of a MS 
Excel Spreadsheet using the attached template.       

General Information: 
• 	 Carefully follow all instructions!   
• 	 Use this list for highway projects only.  You may receive a separate template for 

Transit projects.  
• 	 Projects on this list must be programmed in an approved FSTIP document and have 

been programmed with or are targeted for ARRA funding.  Projects that are not in 
an approved FSTIP cannot be certified. These projects can be submitted when 
programmed in an approved FSTIP document. 

• 	 Many organizations have not completed programming projects against the ARRA funds.  
This effort is considered an initial list of projects and, until further notice, additional 
projects can be amended when the programming is complete or changes are made.  

• 	 Projects that have not completed the NEPA process will be subject to weekly 

reporting requirements. 


When to Submit: 
Submit this information after programmed in the FSTIP and prior to submitting a Request for 
Authorization. The 1511 certification and list must be posted at the US DOT website prior to 
obligation. 

Where to Submit: 
Submit to Caltrans at the following email address. CALTRANS.Recovery@dot.ca.gov 

What to Submit: 
Submit the following:  
• 	 Electronic MS Excel spreadsheet file with the information shown below for ARRA 

funded projects programmed in an approved FTIP (Note: Change “Tab” name to your 
MPO abbreviation & add the date. 

• 	 A contact person for each MPO/RTPA’s with name, address, phone number and email 
address. 

• 	 ARRA 1511 Certification to the State.4 

1 Include all projects that are wholly or partially ARRA funded.
 
2 Obligation is considered FHWA/FTA approval of the E-76 (Electronic Authorization to Proceed) 

3 Note: MPO/RTPA 1511 certification must also be submitted to the Department.  The state will provide the official 

ARRA certification to the US DOT.  This certification must be posted for each or project or group of projects prior 

to obligation. See the instructions for RTPA/MPO ARRA 1511 Certifications for more information.

4 See ARRA 1511 Certification Instructions to MPO’s/RTPA’s
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ARRA Highway Project List Instructions to MPO’s/RTPA’s 

April 3, 2009 


Spreadsheet Coding Instructions: 

Use the Excel template as provided; do not make any changes to format or headings.  
Incorrect format or information will be returned for correction. 

Complete each cell with information requested.  Be brief and concise for the descriptions as there 
are limitations in field length for the federal data systems. 

NOTE: New fields are in bold RED font; new data requirements in existing fields are in 
GREEN font. The following fields have been deleted,  “Other federal environmental approvals” 
and “Location.” 

Coding instructions for the spreadsheet headings: 

BOX 1. State: Field completed, no other action required. 
BOX 2. Report date: The date the list of projects is submitted, reported as mm/dd/yyyy (e.g. 

“May 1, 2009” would be coded as “05/01/2009”). 
BOX 2a. Project Planning Number (PPNO):  The PPNO is a four-digit number unique to each 

district. 
BOX 3. County: County FIPS Code (see tab “CA FIPS” in spreadsheet for county information). 
BOX 4. Congressional District: The numeric Congressional District consistent with FMIS. 

Multiple districts should be separated by a comma. 
BOX 5. Federal-aid project number: The State 7 digit number assigned federal-aid project 

number.  Leave blank if no federal-aid project number has been assigned. 
BOX 6. State project number or identification number: The State assigned project number or 

ID. In general, this may be the District and Expenditure Authorization (EA). 
BOX 7. Project Type: A code field, enter either ”I”, “D”, “S”, or “O” for individual (I), district 

wide (D), state wide (S), and other (O) projects. If project type is “D”, “S”, or “O” 
please refer to the grouped project report for additional data requirements. 

BOX 8. Project name: Consistent with the project name in the FSTIP. 
BOX 9. Project description: Consistent with FSTIP description and/or project description in 

FMIS. No more than 45 characters in length.  To the extent possible, should include a 
quantifiable description of the work, especially for area wide projects, e.g. replace 
50,000’ of guardrail throughout District 1. 

BOX 10. Project purpose: A single sentence describing the type of project consistent with the 
improvement type code in FMIS,. i.e. “4R-Maintenance Resurfacing” or “Bridge 
Replacement-No Added Capacity.” Consistent with project scope in FSTIP. 

BOX 11. Total Cost Estimate $: The estimated total cost consistent with the FSTIP. 
BOX 11a. Requested ARRA Funds: The estimated amount of ARRA funds to be requested. 

Report to the nearest whole dollar. 
BOX 12. Project Schedule: Estimated project or construction completion date. Reported as 

mm/yyyy (e.g. “May 2009” would be coded as “05/2009)”. 
BOX 13. Project rationale: The recipient’s rationale for funding the infrastructure investment 

with funds made available under this Act. Explain how the infrastructure investment 
will contribute to one or more of the purposes using the following number codes: 

1. To preserve and create jobs and promote economic recovery. 
2. To assist those most impacted by the recession. 
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3. 	 To provide investments needed to increase economic efficiency by spurring 
technological advances in science and health. 

4. 	 To invest in transportation, environmental protection, and other infrastructure 
that will provide long-term economic benefits. 

5. 	 To stabilize State and local government budgets, in order to minimize and avoid 
reductions in essential services and counterproductive state and local tax 
increases. 

BOX 14. EDA - Economically Distressed Area: A yes/no check-box to indicate if the project is 
in an economically distressed area. 

BOX 15. NEPA Class of Action: Use the following letter codes 
• 	 TBD: NEPA Classification to be determined.  
• 	 CE-c: Categorical Exclusion under 23CFR771.117 (c). 
• 	 CE-d: Categorical Exclusion under 23CFR771.117 (d). 
• 	 EA/FONSI: Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact.  
• EIS: Environmental Impact Statement. 

BOX 16. NEPA Milestone Completed: 
• 	 CE: Notice of Intent, Public Involvement, Categorical Exclusion.    
• 	 EA: Approval, Environmental Assessment.  
• 	 FONSI: Finding of No Significant Impact. 
• 	 DEIS: Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
• 	 FEIS: Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
• 	 SEIS: Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.  
• ROD: Record of Decision. 

BOX 17. NEPA milestone completion date: Enter date, in the form of mm/dd/yyyy. (e.g. “May 
1, 2009” would be coded as “05/01/2009”). 

BOX 18. Types of federal permits/approvals requiring NEPA decisions by other agencies: 
Such as Section 404 Permits, Coast Guard Bridge Permits, or federal land transfers – 
NA, TBD, Not Applied, Applied/Pending, or Completed. 

BOX 19. Number of federal permits/approvals requiring NEPA decisions or NEPA 
document adoptions by other agencies: Such as 404 Permits, Coast Guard Bridge 
Permits or federal land transfers. 

BOX 20. Status of federal environmental permits or approvals: not applicable (NA), to be 
determined (TBD), Not Applied, Applied/Pending, or Completed. 

BOX 21. Route number: Where applicable, the numeric identifier for the route on which the 
project is located. In some States this can be a mixed field consisting of both letters and 
numbers. Should be consistent with the route number provided for other federal reports, 
such as the Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) or the National Bridge 
Inventory (NBI). Consistent with route number in STIP and/or FMIS.  Applies to state 
highway routes only. 

BOX 22. Beginning mile point: Applies to state highway routes only. Beginning mile point for 
the project. 

BOX 23. Ending mile point: Applies to state highway routes only. Ending mile point for the 
project. 

BOX 24. Length (mile): the centerline length of the project. 

When complete, please change the tab name to the abbreviated title of your organization 
with the date and submit to CALTRANS.Recovery@dot.ca.gov 
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